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WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT BOOK IN THE BIBLE? 

Each piece of literature was important to a specific community at the times it was written, rewritten, 

and edited as the redactors made it conform to later situations and ideas. 

It is important to identify the contextual reasons that caused the text to be worked on. 

It is important to realise that the texts represent the views of the small minority who could write. It is 

thus important to recognise their biases, prejudices, and religio/political ambitions. 

It is import to recognise that when they complained that this indicates the masses were not following 

the wishes of this elite. For the masses, the temple played no part in their lives. The temple was the 

domain of the religious elite and of the royal household, which were always at tension with one 

another, as we can see by the way that the scribes judged the royals. 

 

WHAT IS THE THEME OF THE BOOK OF JOB ILLUSTRATE WITH REFERENCE TO 

INCIDENTS, SITUATIONS, AND EXPERIENCES IN THE LIFE OF A JOB?  

Following the return of the exiles’ descendants from Babylon, they imposed their monotheism upon 

the community. This brought the issue of Theodicy — the problem of the existence of evil. If there is 

one God, how can we account for the presence of evil? 

Additionally, the promised return to being restored as God’s chosen people (as per Jeremiah, for 

example) was not coming to pass. So the people needed to reconcile this single God with the 

existence of Evil as well as their continued downtrodden state. 

The Book of Job employed the imagery of a play that depicted a courtroom where a member of God’s 

assembly was employing typical Jewish reasoning as he bargained with God. When God made a 

decision, this prosecuting attorney, as an obedient servant, carried out the decision. 

In the end, Job (that is, the chosen Hebrew nation) remained faithful to him despite the afflictions they 

were experiencing. 

The outcome with the mythical Job described the commitment to them that the writers wished to instil 

and observe in their community. 

Every story was designed to influence and motivate the writers’ immediate community. 

https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-theme-of-the-book-of-job-Illustrate-with-reference-to-incidents-situations-and-experiences-in-the-life-of-a-job
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-theme-of-the-book-of-job-Illustrate-with-reference-to-incidents-situations-and-experiences-in-the-life-of-a-job
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WAS SATAN KICKED OUT OF HEAVEN BEFORE THE CREATION OF ADAM AND 

EVE OR DURING THE EVENTS OF REVELATIONS? 

The story was invented during the 3rd century BCE when the Hebrews (becoming known as Jews at 

the time) invented a Spirit world with a hierarchy. Depending on the region where the particular Jews 

lived, the senior Evil Spirit was given a local name, including: Azazel, Beliar, Mastema ( very 

common), or Satan (not to be confused with the Satan [opposer] of the Hebrew Scriptures). 

When the texts were translated into Greek (the Septuagint), they introduced the Greek word Diabolos, 

which in turn became Devil. The term Lucifer simply refers to the Morning Star Venus. 

As part of this newly created scenario (a response to the introduction of monotheism and consequent 

theodicy), they invented a war actually taking place in heaven that reflected wars on Earth. 

This also required the need for rescuers — Messiahs. 

One group that responded particularly to this hysteria was the Dead sea community (“Essenes”). 

Naturally, the concepts were carried over into other Jewish movements, including those that evolved 

into Christianity. I think that it was the NT that created Demons. The Quran has Djinis. 

 

WHO READS THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

I am currently deeply engrossed in researching the period now known as the Second Temple period 

(5th century BCE to 1st century CE). This period is of critical significance to subsequent 

developments such as Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity. It is important to recognise where those 

Jews came from and how they were evolving. 

The Scriptures are the religious propaganda of a minority elite, a record created by the few who were 

literate. They had an agenda which they pushed hard. 

The stories they wrote were designed to influence their own communities. They did not write “pure” 

history. None of them provides a documentary. Their writings put us into the minds of that elite 

group, so for that reason their works are worth reading. 

https://jwstudies.com/BIBLICAL_HISTORY.pdf 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE EASIEST BIBLE TO READ AND UNDERSTAND? 

Understanding the Bible requires knowledge of the immediate contexts at the time each piece was 

written and edited. 

Understanding requires empathy with the situations confronting each writer. (The Bible is not a 

book, it is a library of writings written over a few centuries.) 

Research their local conditions, look at the grammatical structures (chiasms, etc.), watch for the 

poetry (paralleling of ideas, etc.). 

Why did the writers write? What were they trying to achieve with their own community? What 

were their idioms? How did they see the world? What external influences bore on them? What 

was going on around them in their world and in their neighbours’ worlds? 

That might not be “easy” but it is refreshingly enlightening. 

They are not us. They were not writing to us, just as we are not writing to people who will be 

living 2000 years from today. 

https://www.quora.com/Was-Satan-kicked-out-of-heaven-before-the-creation-of-Adam-and-Eve-or-during-the-events-of-revelations
https://www.quora.com/Was-Satan-kicked-out-of-heaven-before-the-creation-of-Adam-and-Eve-or-during-the-events-of-revelations
https://www.quora.com/Who-reads-the-Old-Testament
https://www.quora.com/Who-reads-the-Old-Testament
https://jwstudies.com/BIBLICAL_HISTORY.pdf
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-easiest-Bible-to-read-and-understand
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-easiest-Bible-to-read-and-understand
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WHERE DID JOHN MILTON GET THE IDEA THAT SATAN RULES HELL? ALSO, IS 

SATAN SUCH A BEAUTIFUL, BUT EVIL FALLEN ANGEL LIKE HOW MILTON 

DESCRIBES HIM? 

This Satan (Azazel, Beliar, Mastema, etc.) was born in the 3rd century BCE and its life evolved ever 

since then. Research into the highly influential Second Temple Judaism, with literature such as 

Jubilees as one example, demonstrates the wild imaginings of that period which created this mythical 

Spirit World and a War in Heaven. 

As for your question: search the www with: 

Duality in Milton’s Tragic Hero-Villain in “Paradise Lost”: A Satan You Can Love And Hate. 

Doug 

https://jwstudies.com/Revolutions_Part_5__Satan__Lucifer__Devil.pdf 

 

DID ANY PROPHET OR JUDGE COME FROM THE TRIBE OF ASHER? 

How could you find out? Any group of scribes, such as the Mushites at Shiloh and the Aaronites at 

Jerusalem, wrote biased accounts. A scribe would not acknowledge anyone or any group they did not 

agree with. 

As examples, the Judean scribes treated any Israeli monarch as “evil”. They passed the same 

judgement on any Judean ruler who was not fully aligned with their ambitions. 

The Book of Chronicles provides another example of biased reporting. The 4th century BCE scribes 

did not like the way King David was portrayed in the Books of Kings, so they created a modified 

“history”. 

So if there were people who claimed to be prophets but were not of the scribes who made the records, 

I do not think any scribe would acknowledge them. 

Doug 

 

WHICH THEORY WILL BE APPLICABLE ON JOB (STORY FROM THE BIBLE) TO 

WRITE A THESIS, AND WHY? 

The book of Job provided an explanation to the Jews/Israelites for the suffering they were 

experiencing. 

“The Satan” in Job is not the evil spirit Satan who was created during the 3rd century BCE. “The 

Satan” in the Book of Job is carrying out God’s instructions. The Satan is one of the members of 

God’s court, not an enemy of it. The Satan operates like a prosecuting attorney putting forth 

arguments, reasoning with God, and he then obeys God and performs works on God’s behalf as 

instructed. 

The Satan of the Hebrew literature (“Old Testament”) is not Satan of the New Testament. 

Most of the Hebrew Scriptures were formed during the 6th century BCE by the exiles who returned 

from Babylon. 

For a number of reasons, from the 3rd century BCE, — 300 years later — they created a Spirit World. 

It included a spirit hierarchy with a leader variously named as Belial, Beliar, Mastema, Satan, etc., 

depending on the location of the community. They also invented a war within heaven. Outcomes of 

this new eschatological, messianic spirit world included literature such as Jubilees, 1 Enoch, Daniel, 

etc. and the creation of communities such as the Essenes. 

https://www.quora.com/Where-did-John-Milton-get-the-idea-that-Satan-rules-Hell-Also-is-Satan-such-a-beautiful-but-evil-fallen-angel-like-how-Milton-describes-him
https://www.quora.com/Where-did-John-Milton-get-the-idea-that-Satan-rules-Hell-Also-is-Satan-such-a-beautiful-but-evil-fallen-angel-like-how-Milton-describes-him
https://www.quora.com/Where-did-John-Milton-get-the-idea-that-Satan-rules-Hell-Also-is-Satan-such-a-beautiful-but-evil-fallen-angel-like-how-Milton-describes-him
https://www.quora.com/Where-did-John-Milton-get-the-idea-that-Satan-rules-Hell-Also-is-Satan-such-a-beautiful-but-evil-fallen-angel-like-how-Milton-describes-him
https://jwstudies.com/Revolutions_Part_5__Satan__Lucifer__Devil.pdf
https://www.quora.com/Did-any-prophet-or-judge-come-from-the-tribe-of-asher
https://www.quora.com/Did-any-prophet-or-judge-come-from-the-tribe-of-asher
https://www.quora.com/Which-theory-will-be-applicable-on-job-story-from-the-Bible-to-write-a-thesis-and-why
https://www.quora.com/Which-theory-will-be-applicable-on-job-story-from-the-Bible-to-write-a-thesis-and-why
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The anonymous writers of Ephesians were engrossed by this fervour of Spirits. Their literature relates 

to this later 3rd century phase, not to The Satan of the Hebrew writings. 

The limitations of space here prevent a fuller expose, which I provide at: 

https://jwstudies.com/Revolutions_Part_5__Satan__Lucifer__Devil.pdf 

Doug 

 

FROM THE STORY OF THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, WHY DID THE 

OLDER SON GOT ANGRY WHEN THEIR FATHER ACCEPTED HIS BROTHER AFYER 

RUNNING AWAY FROM HOME? 

I am having a big guess here. 

I am trying to imagine the situation that the writers were experiencing. Perhaps they saw the older son 

representing the Jews/Hebrews/Israel and the younger son representing the Gentiles. In the minds of 

those very early Jesus-followers, they perceived the Gentiles as being grafted onto Israel. So the elder 

son (Israel) was angry that God was running out after the dissolute gentiles. 

Doug 

 

HOW ACCURATE IS THE OLD TESTAMENT’S PORTRAYAL OF THE KINGDOMS OF 

ISRAEL AND JUDAH IN TERMS OF ITS BIG PICTURE HISTORY? 

They wrote with a purpose, and not to produce a literal documentary. They did not have a word for 

“history”. They created stories (religious propaganda) in order to influence their local communities. 

Thus the writings of the priests at Shiloh (Mushites) painted a different colour in their stories to the 

stories by the scribes at Jerusalem (Aaronites). (Ref: “Who wrote the Bible”, Friedman) Research also 

Hebrew historiology. 

Doug 

 

HOW MANY BOOKS ARE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND HOW MANY IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT? 

Regarding the canons of the Hebrew literature, there is a number of lists. I recommend the books on 

the canon by McDonald. 

Regarding the writings of the Jesus-followers (those writers were Jews whereas the OT writers were 

not Jews), the issue is not only how many books but to understand the torturous and political process 

that took centuries, with the earliest known list being Marcion’s. 

Doug 

 

WHAT ARE OTHER NAMES OF THE GOD OF THE BIBLE IN THE SAME VEIN AS 

"JEALOUS" REFERRED TO IN EXODUS 34:14? 

God is described as “jealous” in two of the versions of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20, Ex 34). At the 

time these passages were formulated as we now see them (post 6th century BCE), monotheism had 

not yet held sway as the dominant belief. 

As the contexts of these passages indicate, the Hebrews recognised the existence of other Gods and 

the writers were intent on ensuring that the populace, who were monolatrists, made their nation’s God 

the dominant deity. 

https://jwstudies.com/Revolutions_Part_5__Satan__Lucifer__Devil.pdf
https://www.quora.com/From-the-story-of-The-Parable-of-the-Prodigal-son-Why-did-the-older-son-got-angry-when-their-father-accepted-his-brother-afyer-running-away-from-home
https://www.quora.com/From-the-story-of-The-Parable-of-the-Prodigal-son-Why-did-the-older-son-got-angry-when-their-father-accepted-his-brother-afyer-running-away-from-home
https://www.quora.com/From-the-story-of-The-Parable-of-the-Prodigal-son-Why-did-the-older-son-got-angry-when-their-father-accepted-his-brother-afyer-running-away-from-home
https://www.quora.com/From-the-story-of-The-Parable-of-the-Prodigal-son-Why-did-the-older-son-got-angry-when-their-father-accepted-his-brother-afyer-running-away-from-home
https://www.quora.com/How-accurate-is-the-Old-Testament-s-portrayal-of-the-kingdoms-of-Israel-and-Judah-in-terms-of-its-big-picture-history
https://www.quora.com/How-accurate-is-the-Old-Testament-s-portrayal-of-the-kingdoms-of-Israel-and-Judah-in-terms-of-its-big-picture-history
https://www.quora.com/How-many-books-are-in-the-Old-Testament-and-how-many-in-the-New-Testament
https://www.quora.com/How-many-books-are-in-the-Old-Testament-and-how-many-in-the-New-Testament
https://www.quora.com/What-are-other-names-of-the-God-of-the-Bible-in-the-same-vein-as-jealous-referred-to-in-Exodus-34-14
https://www.quora.com/What-are-other-names-of-the-God-of-the-Bible-in-the-same-vein-as-jealous-referred-to-in-Exodus-34-14
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The Hebrew scribes wrote that God said there must be none ahead of him. He was the head of the 

queue, hence his jealousy. 

It is bad exegesis to try to link anything said in the New Testament regarding “jealousy” with 

statements made by a different culture centuries earlier. The Bible is not a flat earth. It records the 

thoughts and opinions by people separated in time and circumstance. They were preachers, not 

theologians. It is bad-minded to expect consistency. 

Doug 

 

WHY IS THE BOOK OF JUBILEES NOT CONSIDERED CANON IN THE BIBLE? 

I have not found any source that provides the reasons for the canonisation of the Hebrew/Aramaic 

literature, nor when it took place, the criteria, or the people involved. 

The only Bible that I am aware which includes Jubilees of is an Ethiopian Orthodox, but I stand ready 

to be corrected. The lists in Evans and by McDonald do not show Jubilees in any of their listed 

canons. 

Perhaps the following sheds light? 

https://www.euclid.int/papers/Anke%20Wanger%20-%20Canon%20in%20the%20EOTC.pdf 

There does not seem to have been a recognised canon of the Jews’ scriptures at the time of first 

century CE as the writers of the Jesus-followers movement cite and allude to writings that ultimately 

were not canonised (Tobit, 1 Enoch, Sirach, etc.) 

Nevertheless, themes created in Jubilees played a significant role in the thinking of the writers of the 

Jesus-follower movement and in subsequent Christianity. So while there is no explicit appearance of 

the book in virtually all Christian Bibles, its beliefs became incorporated into Christian thinking and 

beliefs. 

Doug 

 

HOW MANY HOURS DOES IT TAKE TO READ THE BIBLE? 

A lifetime. 

There is no such thing as “The” Bible. Consider the number of books in the Orthodox Bible or in the 

Ethiopian Bible, or in the Jewish Bible. 

Each is a collection of writings, a library and each community has its own collection (canon). And 

within any Bible there are inconsistencies, which is absolutely normal and expected. There are 

passages that are unclear, because these writers, such as Apostle Paul, were preachers and not 

theologians. 

Doug 

 

ARE THE SPEECHES IN THE GOSPELS AND ACTS MEANT TO BE TAKEN AS 

LITERAL RENDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL SPEECH, OR GENERAL GISTS OF THE 

SPEAKER'S MESSAGE? 

Everything in that literature had a religious purpose, and are not literal historical documentaries. They 

wrote stories in order to motivate their contemporary community. 

All the material underwent unnumbered alterations, some accidental, many deliberate. As they copied 

a scroll, and this was a constant need because the material was perishable, copiers took the 

opportunity to “adjust” the text, include commentary, remove material, and so forth. 

https://www.quora.com/Why-is-the-Book-of-Jubilees-not-considered-Canon-in-the-Bible
https://www.quora.com/Why-is-the-Book-of-Jubilees-not-considered-Canon-in-the-Bible
https://www.euclid.int/papers/Anke%20Wanger%20-%20Canon%20in%20the%20EOTC.pdf
https://www.quora.com/How-many-hours-does-it-take-to-read-the-Bible?no_redirect=1
https://www.quora.com/Are-the-speeches-in-the-gospels-and-Acts-meant-to-be-taken-as-literal-renditions-of-the-original-speech-or-general-gists-of-the-speakers-message
https://www.quora.com/Are-the-speeches-in-the-gospels-and-Acts-meant-to-be-taken-as-literal-renditions-of-the-original-speech-or-general-gists-of-the-speakers-message
https://www.quora.com/Are-the-speeches-in-the-gospels-and-Acts-meant-to-be-taken-as-literal-renditions-of-the-original-speech-or-general-gists-of-the-speakers-message
https://www.quora.com/Are-the-speeches-in-the-gospels-and-Acts-meant-to-be-taken-as-literal-renditions-of-the-original-speech-or-general-gists-of-the-speakers-message
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Just consider the variant readings. The NT writers, for example, preferred the Greek “Scriptures” (the 

Septuagint, LXX) over the Hebrew text. Indeed, the Hebrew behind the LXX is more reliable than the 

later Hebrew text. The Masoretes set in concrete a corrupted Hebrew text. NT readers have a number 

of variant sources (Textus Receptus, etc., etc.). 

The earliest reliable NT material comes from the 3rd and 4th centuries. One includes Barnabas. Some 

modern Bibles includes Enoch, Tobit, etc. Imagine what took place with the material during the prior 

centuries. 

The key word is “fluid”. 

Doug 

 

ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION, ARE THERE GOING TO BE MORE 

PLAGUES THAN JUST CORONAVIRUS DURING THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS? 

Following their return from their Neo-Babylonian Exile, the returnees formed the Scriptures where 

they made promises to the people that God would bless them However, the nation remained under the 

jurisdiction of gentile powers and in the 3rd century BCE, with the monotheists now holding sway, 

they responded with the creation of eschatological apocalyptic, messianic literature. Simultaneously, 

they invented a Spirit world with a hierarchy and war in heaven that reflected wars on Earth. 

The Book of Revelation simply reiterates that scenario — for its own people of its own time. When 

Revelation opens it identifies those local people. Just as in the 3rd century BCE, the people were 

under gentile domination (Rome) so the anonymous writer adopted the language and scenario from 

the previous literature. Linkages with Babylon permeate Revelation. 

The account was addressed to its immediate local audience but throughout history people have 

applied Jubilees, Enoch, Revelation, and so on to their own time, with a success score of exactly zero. 

Zilch. Nothing. Fail. 

The lesson that history teaches is that people do not learn the lesson that history teaches. 

I suggest “A History of the End of the World: How the Most Controversial Book in the Bible 

Changed the Course of Western Civilisation” by Jonathan Kirsch. 

Relax and get rid of this unwarranted paranoia. 

Doug 

 

WHY WAS THIS NEW PHARAOH AFRAID OF THE HEBREWS?  

Because the Hebrews wrote the story. Their literature was not intended to provide a literally true 

documentary. They wrote with the sole purpose of influencing their own direct community. Doug 

 

WHICH ONES ARE THE MOST INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT LUCIFER, AND WHY IS 

THAT? 

Lucifer is the name of the Morning Star, the planet Venus. (check online) 

"It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the 

descendant of David, the bright morning star." (Revelation 22:16, NRSV) 

In response to the problem of Theodicy that the monotheists were producing, the Jews of the 3rd 

century BCE created a Spirit World that had a hierarchy and a war within heaven. The spirit leader 

was named Belial, Beliar, Mastema, Satan, etc. This Satan is not to be confused with “the Satan” of 

the Hebrew Literature, such as in Job, where he was a dutiful servant of God. 

https://www.quora.com/According-to-the-book-of-Revelation-are-there-going-to-be-more-plagues-than-just-Coronavirus-during-the-beginning-of-sorrows
https://www.quora.com/According-to-the-book-of-Revelation-are-there-going-to-be-more-plagues-than-just-Coronavirus-during-the-beginning-of-sorrows
https://www.quora.com/8-Why-was-this-new-Pharaoh-afraid-of-the-Hebrews
https://www.quora.com/8-Why-was-this-new-Pharaoh-afraid-of-the-Hebrews
https://www.quora.com/Which-ones-are-the-most-interesting-facts-about-Lucifer-and-why-is-that
https://www.quora.com/Which-ones-are-the-most-interesting-facts-about-Lucifer-and-why-is-that
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Shortly after, the translators of the Greek scriptures (LXX) introduced the Greek term “Diabolos” 

which is rendered as “Devil”. 

Later, they invented “demons”. Islam has Djinis. 

Figments of the superstitious imagination. 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS EYE-SKIPPING/HOMOTELEUTON WHEN COPYING MANUSCRIPTS? 

The Greek text made it difficult as they did not have spaces between words. 

All of this refers, of course, to accidental changes. Of far more significance were the deliberate 

alterations, the deliberate changes. 

The 4th century BCE writer did not like the way that King David was portrayed in the Books of 

Kings, so the history was rewritten into what we now know as the Books of Chronicles. 

The Mushite writers at Shiloh and the Aaronide writers at Jerusalem had different allegiances, so their 

accounts had different presentations. 

The Jerusalem writers portrayed all their opposing Israelite kings as “bad” and they made the same 

judgement on any Judahite king who did not bow to their desires. 

Religious politics at play. They did not write documentaries;. They did not write literal histories. Each 

was only interested in effecting change within its own immediate community. 

Doug 

 

IS THERE A BIBLE THAT IS AUTHENTIC AND USES REAL HEBREW 

NAMES/SCRIPTURES? IN OTHER WORDS, IS THERE A BOOK/BIBLE THAT COMES 

CLOSEST TO THE REAL DEPICTIONS OF C.E. 

A “Bible” is a library, a collection of literature, and there is no agreement on which literature should 

be included or excluded. So there is no such thing as “The” Bible. Consider the different lists, the 

canons, of the Ethiopian, Syrian, Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish “Bibles”. Each of these 

“Bibles” is regarded as scripture by Millions. 

Only the Church of Rome ever voted on the Canon, which it did at the Council of Trent in the 15th 

century. Protestants have never voted. Luther wanted to throw out several NT writings. 

There is no agreement on which documents to use as the source: various Greek OT (Septuagint 

versions), Hebrew, Textus Receptus, Westcott & Hort, Nestle & Aland, etc., etc. 

No one knows what was originally written. All texts were subjected to changes from the very outset. 

The situation is typically described with the term “fluid”. Each copier made changes to suit their own 

beliefs. The Watchtower is a typical example of this practice, but they are rank amateurs compared 

with the ancients. 

As Tov says, by the time the Masoretes created their texts, they set a corrupted text in concrete. 

Research what took place in the 4th century Councils. Research Textual Criticism. 

Doug 

BTW. The Watchtower decries “Christendom” yet it accepts as authoritative the Scriptures that 

Protestant Christendom provided to it. 

 

 

https://www.quora.com/What-is-eye-skipping-homoteleuton-when-copying-manuscripts
https://www.quora.com/What-is-eye-skipping-homoteleuton-when-copying-manuscripts
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-Bible-that-is-authentic-and-uses-real-Hebrew-names-scriptures-In-other-words-is-there-a-book-Bible-that-comes-closest-to-the-real-depictions-of-C-E
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-Bible-that-is-authentic-and-uses-real-Hebrew-names-scriptures-In-other-words-is-there-a-book-Bible-that-comes-closest-to-the-real-depictions-of-C-E
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-Bible-that-is-authentic-and-uses-real-Hebrew-names-scriptures-In-other-words-is-there-a-book-Bible-that-comes-closest-to-the-real-depictions-of-C-E
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-Bible-that-is-authentic-and-uses-real-Hebrew-names-scriptures-In-other-words-is-there-a-book-Bible-that-comes-closest-to-the-real-depictions-of-C-E
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WHO IS THE PROPHET OF MALACHI 4: 4 ,5 AND 6? 

The name “Malachi” is a rendering of the Hebrew word meaning “Messenger”, rather than 

necessarily referring to a person’s name . 

This was one of several created during the time of the Second Temple period that witnessed the 

creation of apocalyptic eschatology, invention of a Messianic expectation, and the creation of a 

Spirit world with a spirit hierarchy and a war within Heaven itself. 

Their expectation was of imminent events, with all expectations relating to their own situation, 

not to anything in the future. 

Interestingly, people reapply the words as if they relate to their own time, an unwarranted 

practice, including Pesher. 

Doug 

 

WAS KING SOLOMON IN THE BIBLE HALF BLACK FROM HIS FATHER’S SIDE? 

I have no idea. I can only say that none of them was white, not even Jesus Christ or Apostles Paul, or 

the Gospel writers. It is antiSemitism that paints these people as having a pale skin. 

Doug 

 

CAN I PLEASE ASK YOU ABOUT HEBREWS 6? IS THERE ANY HOPE FOR ME IN 

YOUR OPINION CAN I SHARE SOME THINGS IN MY LIFE? 

I am so saddened at the impact that the book of Hebrews has on you — and no doubt on others. At the 

same time it angers me that people accept these writings as authoritative. These ideas are simply 

someone’s opinion. Break free from letting ancient literature dominate and rule your life. 

No one knows who wrote it or when it was written. The intent of the letter is to belittle the rising 

power of Rabbinic Judaism, perhaps penned by Clement of Rome. 

It, like the remainder of this religious literature, is intended to control others. Such writings give 

power and authority to religious authorities. Consistently they say “you are weak, you are condemned 

— unless you join us and listen to what we demand of you”. 

Religions promise, but all they deliver is self doubt. Break free. Enjoy this one life you have been 

given by your parents. Do not permit such pressures to ruin your life. 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ISAIAH 49:16? 

I am not familiar with their cultural practice nor with the meaning of the idiom “inscribed you on the 

palm of my hands”. Was it related to sharing blood from cuts inscribed onto hands, a blood ritual 

showing a familial-like bond (“blood brothers”)? 

“Gilders finds that blood manipulation is regularly marked as elite activity, serving as an index of 

social relationships and hierarchies. Blood rituals also regulate access to sacred spaces and define the 

limits of such spaces.” Blood Ritual in the Hebrew Bible 

The context of the chapter is the desolate state of the nation by Babylon. This Chapter is to be dated 

during the 6th century BCE, some 200 years after the time of Isaiah. 

Is it possible that “your walls are continually before me” at Isa 49:16 is reflected at Isa 62:6? 

Isa 62:6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

https://www.quora.com/Who-is-the-prophet-of-Malachi-4-4-5-and-6
https://www.quora.com/Who-is-the-prophet-of-Malachi-4-4-5-and-6
https://www.quora.com/Was-King-Solomon-in-the-Bible-half-black-from-his-father-s-side
https://www.quora.com/Was-King-Solomon-in-the-Bible-half-black-from-his-father-s-side
https://www.quora.com/Can-I-please-ask-you-about-Hebrews-6-Is-there-any-hope-for-me-In-your-opinion-can-I-share-some-things-in-my-life
https://www.quora.com/Can-I-please-ask-you-about-Hebrews-6-Is-there-any-hope-for-me-In-your-opinion-can-I-share-some-things-in-my-life
https://www.quora.com/Can-I-please-ask-you-about-Hebrews-6-Is-there-any-hope-for-me-In-your-opinion-can-I-share-some-things-in-my-life
https://www.quora.com/Can-I-please-ask-you-about-Hebrews-6-Is-there-any-hope-for-me-In-your-opinion-can-I-share-some-things-in-my-life
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-meaning-of-Isaiah-49-16
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-meaning-of-Isaiah-49-16
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/blood-ritual-hebrew-bible
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I have posted sentinels; 

all day and all night 

they shall never be silent. 

Doug 

 

WHO WAS THE BOOK OF DANIEL WRITTEN FOR? 

The Book of Daniel was written to provide strength to 2nd century BCE Jews who were 

experiencing persecutions at the hand of the Seleucid Empire. 

Its time prophecies were designed to be fulfilled in their time (approximately 164 BCE). The 

Kings of the North and South, for example were the Seleucid and Ptolemaic Empires. 

Those 2nd century BCE Jews could fully relate to the parables of Daniel Chapters 2 to 4. They 

knew that chapter 1 was teaching them to remain true to their convictions. 

A fanciful history was being used to help the people cope while at the same time their oppressors 

would not be aware of the messages’ purposes, seeing them simply as fanciful tales. 

Each writer was addressing their own immediate community for the purpose of invoking local 

change or to strengthen their convictions. None of them was writing to us nor were they writing 

to any other generation that will be living a further 2000 years from now. 

Doug 

 

WHY DOES PAUL ALLUDE TO THE PSALMS SO MANY TIMES IN HIS LETTERS? 

Paul was a Jew, so it is only natural he would make use of Jewish literature. It would be most 

strange if he had not done so. 

Not only does he employ literature that is today included in the Tanakh, he made wide use of 

Jewish literature that would not be canonised, including: 1 Enoch; 2 Baruch; Wisdom of 

Solomon; 4 Esdras; 2 Maccabees; 3 Maccabees; Sirach; Tobit; and so forth. 

I am only referring to Paul’s genuine letters. 

Doug 

 

IS THIS RESURRECTION OF THE “WHOLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL” IN EZEKIEL 37 THE 

SAME AS THE FIRST RESURRECTION TALKED ABOUT BY SHAUL IN 1 QOR. 15 

AND DO YOU THINK THIS RESURRECTION IS GOING TO TAKE PLACE IN THE 

KIDRON VALLEY? 

It’s fanciful mythology, so no, it will not take place in any valley, nor in fact in any other place. 

Such stuff was written to ancient superstitious people, to their own immediate communities, for 

their own purposes, and not to later generations. Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE LINK BETWEEN MATTHEW 20:26 AND LUKE 6:31? 

How are Matthew and Luke linked? In what way are they related? 

The Matthew Gospel was written about 85 CE for a community of Jewish Jesus-followers 

whereas the Luke Gospel was written later for a totally different community of Gentile Jesus-

followers. 

https://www.quora.com/Who-was-the-Book-of-Daniel-written-for
https://www.quora.com/Who-was-the-Book-of-Daniel-written-for
https://www.quora.com/Why-does-Paul-allude-to-the-Psalms-so-many-times-in-his-letters
https://www.quora.com/Why-does-Paul-allude-to-the-Psalms-so-many-times-in-his-letters
https://www.quora.com/Is-this-resurrection-of-the-whole-house-of-Israel-in-Ezekiel-37-the-same-as-the-first-resurrection-talked-about-by-Shaul-in-1-Qor-15-and-do-you-think-this-resurrection-is-going-to-take-place-in-the-Kidron-Valley
https://www.quora.com/Is-this-resurrection-of-the-whole-house-of-Israel-in-Ezekiel-37-the-same-as-the-first-resurrection-talked-about-by-Shaul-in-1-Qor-15-and-do-you-think-this-resurrection-is-going-to-take-place-in-the-Kidron-Valley
https://www.quora.com/Is-this-resurrection-of-the-whole-house-of-Israel-in-Ezekiel-37-the-same-as-the-first-resurrection-talked-about-by-Shaul-in-1-Qor-15-and-do-you-think-this-resurrection-is-going-to-take-place-in-the-Kidron-Valley
https://www.quora.com/Is-this-resurrection-of-the-whole-house-of-Israel-in-Ezekiel-37-the-same-as-the-first-resurrection-talked-about-by-Shaul-in-1-Qor-15-and-do-you-think-this-resurrection-is-going-to-take-place-in-the-Kidron-Valley
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-link-between-Matthew-20-26-and-Luke-6-31
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-link-between-Matthew-20-26-and-Luke-6-31
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While the writers of Luke admit they got their information from several sources, the messages 

they were giving to their community would not necessarily repeat the messages being given the 

communities being addressed by the writers of the Matthew Gospel. 

The earlier Gospel (Matthew) was written 50 years after the Jesus-event, and the Lucan Gospel 

was written even later. None of these writers was an eye-witness of what they were telling their 

communities. 

I also suggest making a grammatical structure of each Gospel to determine their processes. 

Matthew, for example, provides very clear markers for the breaks in its presentation, likely 

wrapped around the structure of their religious service year. 

Do not look at crumbs when there are big pictures to be discovered. 

Doug 

 

DOES DANIEL 12 IMPLY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BECOME STARS? 

Today we might speak of “stars of the screen and movie” without thinking they are actually rocks 

hanging about in space. Likewise we must understand the use of colloquial idioms when we read 

any document, including these ancient documents from a different culture. 

The previous verses of Daniel show the contexts: Kings of the North and South (namely 

Ptolemaic and Seleucid empires) with explicit referrals to Edom, Moab, Ammon, Egypt, chariots, 

horsemen, ships, and so forth. 

Some of the imagery was inherited from the eschatology and messianic hopes (militarily 

speaking) that had erupted in the 3rd century BCE, 100 years earlier. 

The writers might have been writing with hope when they expressed their opinions, making 

promises just like any modern politician does. 

These people were writing to their own communities for their own edification with the intent of 

giving them courage. They were not conscious of us, they were not writing to us, they were not 

writing for us. 

We need to become conscious of identifying the additions, deletions, the deliberate and accidental 

alterations that have been applied to the texts during the past millennia. (Why is Daniel in two 

languages? Why do some Bibles have different chapters in Daniel?) 

Doug 

 

WHAT ARE THE FOUR GREAT KINGDOMS OF DANIEL 2? 

The ancient Jews did not write literal histories. Every narrative had a religious purpose aimed at 

their own contemporary community. Each story was intended to create a direct and immediate 

response. 

In the case of Daniel, it was compiled in the 2nd century BCE at a time when prophetic 

speculation, eschatology, and Messianic expectation had recently become rife, in response to the 

failed promises. Writings such as Jubilees, Enoch and others had proliferated. Daniel was quickly 

taken up by Dead Sea communities. (Note the appearance of “holy watchers”, a sop to the earlier 

writings of Enoch.) 

Chapters 2, 3, and 4 of Daniel form a set. Whether the number had mythical significance, I do not 

know but that possibility must not be denied. They did not think literally like we do. 

https://www.quora.com/Does-Daniel-12-imply-that-the-righteous-will-become-stars
https://www.quora.com/Does-Daniel-12-imply-that-the-righteous-will-become-stars
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-four-great-kingdoms-of-Daniel-2
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-four-great-kingdoms-of-Daniel-2
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In chapter 2, the king is told he is the head of gold but his reign will not last forever (aimed at 

their 2nd century oppressors). In Chapter 3, the king defies this, and he creates an idol that is all 

gold, thus signifying his defiance to the earlier declaration that his kingdom is to be followed by 

others, even though they are of baser qualities. And if the king still has not learned his lesson that 

YHWH determines who will rule on Earth, in Chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar experiences his own 

debasement. (It is likely that the authors repurposed the later estrangement of Nabonidus in order 

to make the stories. Literal histories these are not.) 

The key passages in these three chapters are the doxologies, aimed directly at the immediate 2nd 

century communities. These show the moral values that caused these stories to be created. 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL OF LUKE ALL ABOUT? 

For me, the questions should be: What was the purpose of Luke? Why was it written? 

It is my understanding that it was one of the latest Gospels, with many giving its present form as 

late as 125 CE, almost 100 years after the Christ-event. 

If that is the case, the impact of Marcion should not be ignored in any analysis. 

While most of the NT writings are placed within a very Jewish setting, Luke is impacted more by 

Greek influences. 

Another area of enquiry should be to ask how the anonymous authors made use of earlier 

Synoptists and why did the writers create differences. From my rusty memory, the Lucan writers 

place certain events in settings that are quite different to the contexts of Matt or Mark. Not that 

anyone knows who wrote any of these stories. 

Each Gospel needs to be viewed through the immediate community it was addressed to. They 

were not writing literal accounts nor were they writing to us. 

Doug 

 

WHY WOULD THE ROYAL FOOD AND WINE HAVE DEFILED DANIEL AND HIS 

COMPANIONS? 

We need to know the setting of the people who wrote the account and we need to climb into the 

way they thought. 

Although the story of Daniel is set in the time of the 6th century BCE neo-Babylonian captivity 

and exile, the account is actually a product of the 2nd century BCE, some 400 years later. 

When any writer put pen to scroll, the intention was to invoke change within their own 

contemporary community. They did not write history in the way we think of it. Every story was 

created for its religious message to their immediate community. 

At that time, the 2nd century BCE, the Jews were experiencing heavy persecution, particularly 

from Antiochus Epiphanes. These stories in Daniel were designed to give strength to those people 

while at the same time they did not want these stories to cause any suspicion among their 

Hellenist overlords. 

Thus these Jews assembled stories about not bowing to any idol or being able to cope when they 

were surrounded by lions (the Greeks). 

Intermingled with these accounts, of course, we see the impact of the eschatological and 

messianic fervour that had arisen 100 years earlier. 

https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-Gospel-of-Luke-all-about
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-Gospel-of-Luke-all-about
https://www.quora.com/Why-would-the-royal-food-and-wine-have-defiled-Daniel-and-his-companions
https://www.quora.com/Why-would-the-royal-food-and-wine-have-defiled-Daniel-and-his-companions
https://www.quora.com/Why-would-the-royal-food-and-wine-have-defiled-Daniel-and-his-companions
https://www.quora.com/Why-would-the-royal-food-and-wine-have-defiled-Daniel-and-his-companions
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To me, being told not to eat food and wine from a heathen king’s table would have deep spiritual 

meaning. Do not weaken in the face of anything coming from these heathens. 

Doug 

 

IN THE TIMELINE OF THE BIBLE, WHEN WAS SATAN, OR LUCIFER, CAST OUT OF 

HEAVEN AND WHY? 

Satan fell from heaven during the latter part of the Second Temple period, the 3rd to 2nd century 

BCE. At that time, Jews speculated on the existence of a spirit world and to accommodate the 

problem of theodicy resulting from the recent imposition of monotheism, they invented evil 

spirits, including Beliar/Belial, Mastema, Azazel, and Satan, among others. 

In the process they invented a war in heaven. The process escalated aided by writings such as 1 

Enoch, Jubilees and later Daniel, and is noticeable in the writings of the Dead Sea communities. 

Satan does not exist. He/it is an imagined creature as is “his” fall. 

Doug 

 

DID LUCIFER DESIGN/CREATE EVE? 

Neither Satan nor Lucifer appears in either of the two Biblical Creation myths. (The Elohist 

creation myth ends at Genesis 2:4a, which is then followed by the incompatible Yahwist creation 

myth.) 

Eve and the remainder of the stories were created by human story tellers who used elements in 

the stories to promote their respective religious views. 

The Christian views of a personified Evil Spirit owe their origins to the time of the Second 

Temple period rather than from the Hebrew Scriptures. Most notable are the influences of the 3rd 

century BCE books, including 1 Enoch and Jubilees, with Azazel, Beliar, Mastema, Satan, etc., 

along with demons and a “war in heaven”. 

Doug 

 

WHY DID GOD LEAVE ADAM AND EVE UNSUPERVISED AND LET THE DEVIL 

HIJACK HIS CREATION ALLOWING EVIL TO ENTER THE WORLD THROUGH THE 

TEMPTATION OF ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN? 

There is no “Devil” or equivalent in the Creation stories. 

Early Christian exegetes said that evil entered through Cain. 

Doug 

 

WHAT DOES JOHN 13:31-35 MEAN? 

I am always interested in the reason something was written, and in the contexts, large and small. 

John’s anonymous Gospel was written about 70 years after Jesus died. Secondly, the authors 

belonged to a group of Jesus-followers (there was any number of groups) that had been ostracised 

by the mainstream Jesus-followers and their Gospel depicts their experiences, often putting their 

words onto Jesus’ lips. 

https://www.quora.com/In-the-timeline-of-the-Bible-when-was-Satan-or-Lucifer-cast-out-of-Heaven-and-why
https://www.quora.com/In-the-timeline-of-the-Bible-when-was-Satan-or-Lucifer-cast-out-of-Heaven-and-why
https://www.quora.com/Did-Lucifer-design-create-Eve
https://www.quora.com/Did-Lucifer-design-create-Eve
https://www.quora.com/Why-did-God-leave-Adam-and-Eve-unsupervised-and-let-the-devil-hijack-His-creation-allowing-evil-to-enter-the-world-through-the-temptation-of-Adam-and-Eve-in-the-Garden-of-Eden
https://www.quora.com/Why-did-God-leave-Adam-and-Eve-unsupervised-and-let-the-devil-hijack-His-creation-allowing-evil-to-enter-the-world-through-the-temptation-of-Adam-and-Eve-in-the-Garden-of-Eden
https://www.quora.com/Why-did-God-leave-Adam-and-Eve-unsupervised-and-let-the-devil-hijack-His-creation-allowing-evil-to-enter-the-world-through-the-temptation-of-Adam-and-Eve-in-the-Garden-of-Eden
https://www.quora.com/Why-did-God-leave-Adam-and-Eve-unsupervised-and-let-the-devil-hijack-His-creation-allowing-evil-to-enter-the-world-through-the-temptation-of-Adam-and-Eve-in-the-Garden-of-Eden
https://www.quora.com/What-does-John-13-31-35-mean
https://www.quora.com/What-does-John-13-31-35-mean
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Thus we see Jesus ostensibly railing against the “Jews”. Jesus was a thorough-going Jew as were 

all of his followers for the early decades, including Paul. 

I therefore see that, whatever their intention was at the time, the authors of John were making 

statements designed to address and confront their contemporaries. Hence in 100 CE, they were 

speaking disparagingly of their direct and immediate opponents. 

It would help if we knew what their “Jews” were saying at that time, but once again we are 

reading only one side of the conversation. 

The group that wrote John’s Gospel were ostracised over their High Christology. 

I am able to provide the names of scholarly books that proved me with this understanding. 

Doug 

 

WHAT DOES EPHESIANS 5:15 TEACH US? 

Ephesians was written some years after Paul’s death, so the community, while still Jewish, was 

developing its thinking. The anonymous author of Ephesians thought he was building on Paul’s 

thinking but I suggest there would be value in researching the thinking and influence of the 

Essenes, including “children of the light”, these days are evil”, and so on. Those people created 

the thought of a war in heaven, which the Jesus-followers adopted into their philosophy. 

Some believe Paul had been trained by the Essenes during his three years in the wilderness. 

Colossians was written later than Ephesians, likely by the same anonymous author/group. 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND TO, AND MEANING OF MATTHEW 4:4? 

The whole story is a parable written to the “Matthew” community. (Luke alters he sequence). 

For my position on this see: 

https://jwstudies.com/Matthew_s_messages_through_Jesus__inaugural_tests.pdf 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT TIME AND SPACE? 

It says that the sun could stand still, thus time could stop, and the earth stopped rotating for the period. 

It says that the sky is solid with water stored above it and rain would fall when the windows were 

opened. It says that these waters were sufficient to cause the mountains to be covered. Also that God’s 

throne is situated above the waters. 

It says that the stars are beneath the solid sky and that the Earth is a flat disk held up by mountains 

and with water beneath where the dead are held. 

 

WHAT ARE THE FIVE TALENTS IN THE BIBLE? 

You will find the information you need at: 

https://jwstudies.com/Craig_Evans_on_The_Talents.pdf 

Doug 

https://www.quora.com/What-does-Ephesians-5-15-teach-us
https://www.quora.com/What-does-Ephesians-5-15-teach-us
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-background-to-and-meaning-of-Matthew-4-4
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https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-five-talents-in-the-Bible
https://jwstudies.com/Craig_Evans_on_The_Talents.pdf
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WHY DID THE LAMB NOT GO BACK TO HOME? 

Because he was a little sheepish. 

Doug 

 

HOW DID MOSES CUT STONE TABLETS OVERNIGHT? 

Why does the account of the Ten Commandments at Exodus 34 say there were tablets of stone 

whereas the account of the Ten Commandments says they were on a scroll? 

Why are the three stories of the Ten Commandments incompatible? 

https://jwstudies.com/The_three_appearances_of__Ten_Commandments_.pdf 

Solution: because the stories were created by different sets of scribes. 

They were not trying to record a documentary of a literal event; each group was endeavouring to 

direct its own community. Do not try to make a sermon completely represent reality. 

The tenth commandment on the stones is: 

“You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk. 

“The LORD said to Moses: Write these words; in accordance with these words I have made a 

covenant with you and with Israel. He was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he 

neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the ten 

commandments.” (Exodus 34:26–28, NRSV) 

Doug  

 

HOW ACCURATE IS THE BOOK OF ACTS AND LUKE HISTORICALLY? 

I answer your question about Acts at pages 5 to 17 of my Study at: 

https://jwstudies.com/The_Watchtower_s_Achilles__Heel.pdf 

Doug 

 

WHY DON’T HUMANS ALLOW NATURAL SELECTION TO DO ITS WORK DURING 

THIS COVID 19 PANDEMIC? 

I guess in a way we are seeing a miniature of evolution. 

Darwin’s process of gradual development, of a slow imperceptible growth has been superseded by 

Punctuated Equilibrium. The concept is a long period of stasis during which mutations would produce 

outliers. When a catastrophe strikes, some outliers survive the changed conditions. This has taken 

place about five times, resulting in almost all of life being extinguished. 

We are presently in the Holocene Extinction phase. 

About six of these viruses have been present in recent years, each time with fatal consequences 

(Ebola, SARS-1, Swine flu, Hendra, etc.). This virus is unique and mankind has no natural defence. 

When a person contracts the virus, should they seek medical support or go to a politician for help? 

Doug 

 

https://jwstudies.com/The_three_appearances_of__Ten_Commandments_.pdf
https://jwstudies.com/The_Watchtower_s_Achilles__Heel.pdf
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HOW MANY BOOKS OF THE BIBLE DID MOSES WRITE? 

None. Parts were written by various groups of scribes, including at Shiloh, at Jerusalem, and during 

the 5th century BCE Persian period.  

Scholars say that the current Pentateuch results from the amalgamation of sources made during the 

Persian period. The scribes likely worked on existing material, including the Deuteronomy 

“discovered” in the time of King Josiah. 

In any case, subsequent scribes kept amending the text each time they made copies, which was 

regularly required inasmuch as the material was perishable. 

Doug  

 

WHO RODE THE WHITE HORSE IN REVELATION? 

The authors of Revelation took the imagery from Zechariah 1:7ff and reapplied it to their own day. 

Zechariah said, “In the night I saw a man riding on a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle 

trees in the glen; and behind him were red, sorrel, and white horses”. Then I said, “What are these, my 

lord?” The angel who talked with me said to me, “I will show you what they are.” So the man who 

was standing among the myrtle trees answered, “They are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol 

the earth.” Then they spoke to the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We 

have patrolled the earth, and lo, the whole earth remains at peace.” (Zechariah 1: 7-11, NRSV) 

“White” is used in Revelation to symbolise “Victory”. In the context of Rev. 6:2, the NRSV says that 

white symbolised “Conquer”. Rev. 19:11ff carries the same intent. 

Doug 

 

WHO IS THE GREATEST HERETIC OF OUR TIME? 

A “heretic” is a label applied to someone so that they will not be listened to. Calling someone a 

heretic means that others will prejudge, that people will not listen to what that person/group is saying. 

It is a tool employed by leaders to protect themselves and their system. The label is designed to 

prevent individual thinking and to enforce uniformity. 

I know people who decry Bart Ehrman, for instance, but they do not conduct personal analytical 

research to determine their position. 

Doug 

 

WHAT ARE THE LISTS OF CANON LITERATURE? 

You will find comprehensive lists of the biblical books at: 

https://jwstudies.com/The_people_who_decided_the_Scriptures.pdf 

Doug 

 

IF YOU ASK HELP FROM SATAN BUT JUST IN YOUR HEAD, WILL HE HEAR IT? 

SINCE HE CAN’T READ OUR MINDS, DOES IT MEAN HE WON’T HEAR IT. 

Relax. There is no Satan spirit entity. It does not exist. 

https://jwstudies.com/The_people_who_decided_the_Scriptures.pdf
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Research the apocryphal writings of the 3rd - 1st century BCE and you will see where, how, 

and why the myth was created. 

Doug 

WHERE IN THE BIBLE DOES IT SAY A WOMAN’S BODY BELONGS TO HER 

HUSBAND? 

This was written at a different time to ours when social attitudes were quite different. They reflect 

views and opinions that are no longer valid or valued. Paul was an exuberant preacher, not a 

theologian. 

What was the culture of the intended recipients at that time which caused him to express himself thus? 

Neither Mark’s Gospel nor Ephesians was penned by Paul, so one would have to prove that those 

writers were providing exposes on that sentence by Paul, as he was the earlier writer. 

As a long shot, is it possible he was aware of the story about Adam’s first wife Lillith (Lilith) and her 

refusal? Were there similar myths abounding in the environment where his immediate hearers lived? 

Doug 

 

WHAT ARE THE MOST DISTURBING FACTS ABOUT THE ANCIENT HEBREWS THAT 

PEOPLE DON’T KNOW ABOUT? 

They were the poor hill-dwelling Canaanites. They never invaded Canaan, they were already there. 

They needed to write stories in order to create an identity for themselves and to justify the 

contemporary authority of the minority literate class. These stories were written centuries after the 

events supposedly took place. 

Doug 

WHICH BIBLE VERSES PROVE THAT THERE IS NO HOLY TRINITY? 

There is nothing in the Bible that says there is a Holy Trinity. 

Asking this question assumes beforehand that there is such an arrangement, which I suggest goes 

under the true meaning of “begging the question” 

Start with a blank canvas and use exegesis, not eisegesis. 

The “us” in Genesis is the God named EL speaking to his cohort of 70 sons, all gods, named the 

Elohim. Yahweh was not one of that cohort, he was brought from the south and over time was 

amalgamated into El. Hence we get YHWH EL, translated as “Lord God”. 

Doug 

DO YOU READ THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

Absolutely I read it. I believe the term “Old Testament” puts an unwarranted taint on it. I prefer the 

term “Hebrew Literature”. The “New” Testament was fundamentally written by Jews. 

Keep in mind that the majority of the ideas that the NT and Christianity have come from the literature 

that was produced during the period of Second Temple Judaism, rather than from the Hebrew 

literature. 

Be wary of Pesher and of Eisegesis. 

There was no canonised Scripture in Jesus’ time, so the writers included references to writings that 

were not canonised later. 



19 

Further, which “Old Testament” canon is valid? The Protestant list is only one of several versions, 

including the Tanakh, Orthodox, Ethiopian, Syrian, Roman Catholic, along with the various listings 

employed by the Church Fathers. 

No one can know what was originally written as the texts were constantly subjected to deliberate and 

accidental changes each time it was copied. 

The writers employed questionable techniques, including Pesher, to make it appear that irrelevant 

statements in the Hebrew Scriptures referred to their stories. 

The NT writers referred to the Hebrew literature for at least two reasons: (1) They were Jews so 

naturally they would refer to their heritage. (2) These Jewish followers of Jesus (actually 

Yeshua/Joshua) needed to (mis)use the Hebrew literature as they were arguing against the rising 

power of Rabbinic Judaism. 

Doug 

 

IF GOD GAVE PEOPLE OVER TO A REPROBATE MIND AS IT SAYS IN ROMANS 

1:28, DOES THAT MEAN HE HARDENS THEIR HEART AGAINST HIM AND HIS 

WORD? 

The idea that God hardens hearts is consistent with the Hebrew Scriptures, which say that God is the 

source of evil as well as the source of good. (Isaiah 45:7; Amos 3:6) 

The Satan in Job was a member of God’s court. He was the faithful obedient servant carrying out the 

decisions that had been made by God. 

The same power relationship exists with the Angel of Death (hammal’ak hammashit) at 2 Samuel 

24:1, 10-17 (compare Exodus 12:23). At verse 15, we see that it was the Lord who sent the angel, 

killing 70,000. Angels were simply dutiful messengers. 

2 Samuel 24:1 says that God incited David to take a census. Recounting that event, 1 Chronicles 21:1 

says that Satan incited David. They saw no contradiction in saying this. Satan was God’s agent. The 

Satan of the Hebrew Scriptures is not Christendom’s Satan. Their ideas were created during the 3rd 

century BCE and later. 

Some Christians expect billions are currently under sentence of imminent annihilation by God. 

Doug 

====== 

Robert Myroniuk replied to your comment on an answer to: "Do you read the Old Testament?" 

Hey Doug, thank you for the valuable insight. The two items you mentioned are certainly true but not 

the only variables in the equation. Just because the Jews misused the scriptures doesn’t mean we have 

the correct counsel of God. Jesus claimed that he did not come to abolish the law and prophets but to 

fulfill them. 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 

to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass 

from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:17–19) 

Not only that, Jesus says that by reading the OT we are reading about him. So to your point, the 

Jewish Rabbis had it wrong but we have its interpretation right. Joh 5:39 You search the Scriptures 

because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me yet you 

refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
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Paul even commanded the church to preach and teach the whole counsel of God. Which is the NT and 

the OT which at the time written wasn’t fully received. 

Act 20:26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink 

from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 

There are deeply held theological reasons why it’s important but to provide a simple analogy. To not 

read the entire bible would be like buying the Lord of the Rings Trilogy and only reading “The Return 

of the King”. You understand the end but you won’t understand how we got here. 

====== 

Hello Robert. 

Matthew’s Gospel was written about 85 CE, some 50 years after Jesus’ ministry. Why did the 

Gospel’s authors have to write that passage at that time or make the claims they did when they did? 

My assumption is that by then Rabbinic Judaism was beginning to come to the fore and was accusing 

the Matthew group of being disloyal to their traditions. Hence the need for the Gospel to put those 

words onto Jesus’ lips. 

Although the Matthew community continually claimed that the “OT” writers anticipated Jesus, they 

misused texts to suit their own ends. They made Mosaic-like comparisons such as “The Sermon on 

the Mount”.  

As another example, I am at present deeply researching Second Temple Judaism, and in the process of 

my research it became clear that the Matthew community misused Micah 5. 

They employed material we now rank as apocryphal. 

Regards, 

Doug 

 

LET US FIRST READ THE KING JAMES BIBLE VERSION '' GENESIS 4:17'' AND 

CAIN KNEW HIS WIFE; AND CONCEIVED, AND BARE ENOCH …ACCORDING TO 

BIBLE SAY THAT CAIN KNEW HIS WIFE'' MY QUESTION WHO IS THE FATHER'S OF 

CAIN WIFE…? 

It’s just a story. These are fables designed to teach ideas, to explain things to primitive ancient 

peoples. 

Do not try to make a parable walk on all four legs. Do not try to make the irrational rational. 

Relax. Enjoy the literature but don’t take the art seriously. 

They were not eyewitnesses. They were just using supernatural superstitions. 

I reckon our Australian natives have far more colourful stories of the Dreamtime. 

Doug 

 

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THE WORDS IN THE BIBLE ARE THE TRUTH? 

There is not just one “the Bible”. There is a number of different canons (lists). Or is God a convert 

from Judaism and is now a Protestant? Indeed, the Protestants have never officially voted on which 

books should be in a Bible. The Catholics did vote on the canon in the 15th century at the Council of 

Trent. I do not know about any canonisation processes of other canons (lists), such as with the 

Orthodox, Tanakh, etc., etc. 
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No one knows what was originally written. To give themselves mental solace, Evangelicals say that 

the original words were “inspired” but that this term does not refer to the words we now see. They 

created the term “inscripturation”. 

The writings of a Bible was created when an elite class used writers to employ supernatural 

superstition in order to ensure the masses were compliant to them. They were writing for their own 

times, for their own needs. 

And that is “The Truth”. 

Doug 

 

 

WHY DID THE DEVIL INVENT THE INTERNET AND OTHER SATANIC TALES? 

People feel the need to pass the buck and refuse to accept responsibility. 

There is and never has been a personal Spirit being. The stories that initiated this mythology were 

invented during the 2nd century BCE. They created a hierarchy with the Leader given names such as 

Azazel, Belial/Belial, Satan, and mostly Mastema. Different regions adopted different names. 

When the Hebrew literature was translated into Greek (the Septuagint) they adopted the Greek 

Diabolos, which became Devil. 

New Testament writers introduced a new class named “Demons”. Islam created Djinis. 

It’s all fanciful mythology, a way for humans to explain bad things. This was no problem for the 

writers of the Hebrew literature (“Old Testament”) as they said bad and evil things come from God. 

Lucifer was simply the morning star Venus. In Revelation, Jesus is called the Morning Star. 

Doug 

 

HOW DO YOU ORGANIZE YOUR BOOKSHELF? (PICTURES WELCOME!) 

I have 619 books in Kindle and physical form. I use the system by Collectorz.com to provide me with 

a searchable PDF listing, which I set up in Dewey sequence. The physical books are placed in that 

sequence. 

The system is flexible, enabling you to arrange listings to your liking. 

I have no financial or other interest in Collectorz.com other than being a grateful consumer. 

Doug 

 

HOW DO EDUCATED JEWS EXPLAIN NOAH'S ARK? WAS IT A WORLD WIDE 

FLOOD OR A LOCALIZED FLOOD? HOW DID NOAH MANAGE TO GET ALL THE 

ANIMALS OF THE WORLD INTO THE ARK? IS THIS STORY A MYTH CREATED BY 

JEWS? PREFER ANSWERS FROM JEWS PLEASE. 

Richard Elliott Friedman is a Jew. This is his analysis: 

https://jwstudies.com/Two_Flood_Stories.pdf 

Doug 

 

http://collectorz.com/
http://collectorz.com/
https://jwstudies.com/Two_Flood_Stories.pdf
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WHY DID PHARAOH LET THE ISRAELITES GO? 

Because the destroying angel, acting as God’s menacing agent, was unleashed by God and controlled 

by him to kill large numbers 

“There are two heavenly beings, with very specialized portfolios who deserve particular attention: 

Mashit, the Destroyer, and hassatan, the Adversary. Mashit is a menacing agent unleashed by God to 

kill large numbers of people, usually by inflicting a plague. In this context, the Destroyer distinctly 

appears in three passages: Ex 12:23, 2 Sam 24:16, and 1 Chr 21:15. … The Bible tells us that the 

Destroyer has a handler: 

‘For the LORD will pass through and strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel 

and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that door and will not allow the [D]estroyer 

(Mashit) to enter your houses and strike you down.’ (Ex 12:23) 

“Yhwh and his Terminator-like accomplice complete their mission. Perhaps the most frightening 

aspect of this is that it is Yhwh who controls this cosmic devourer. (Wray, T.J., and Mobley, Gregory. 

Birth of Satan: Tracing the Devil’s Biblical roots, page 42) 

 

MY QUESTION: WHEN WAS JESUS "ANOINTED" (=CHRIST)? WHEN IS A 

FOLLOWER OF JESUS ANOINTED? 

========== 

Dick Harfield 

Ancient kings of Judah were anointed, as were the high priests. A successor of David would be 

expected to be anointed, also high priests. Just to make sure that Jesus deserved the title Messiah or 

Christ—the Anointed—three of the gospels say that a woman anointed Jesus with oil, although each 

account differs from the others: 

 Mark chapter 14 says that a woman brought an alabaster box of ointment and anointed Jesus’ 

head, but does not give her name. Note that this occurs at the house of Simon the leper, 

shortly before the arrest of Jesus. 

 Luke 7:36-50 more or less copies this passage, once again failing to name the woman but 

identifying her as “a sinner”. This time, it was early in Jesus’ ministry when the woman anoints 

Jesus’ feet (not his head) with her hair, at the house of Simon the Pharisee. 

 John 12:1-8 differs from both Mark’s version and Luke’s version but at least gives us a name 

and identifies the woman as Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus. As with Luke’s version, Mary 

(as she is now known) anoints Jesus’ feet with her hair. This occurs at the start of the final 

week, but earlier than in Mark’s Gospel. As with Mark’s version, the disciples complain that the 

ointment could have been sold for 300 pence. The author of John must have known both the 

Gospels of Mark and Luke, and found them both useful in developing a third narrative. 

=============== 

Thank you Dick. 

So there is no explicit statement in the Gospels — and they were written after Paul’s death. 

What about my second question regarding the anointing of a Jesus-follower? 

Doug 

================ 

DENNIS CYBULSKI 

When God Almighty selects such one. 
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Born again (baptized/anointed) by Holy Spirit that is reserved for a very select few here 

on earth. 

This anointing or appointing only is for those who have been selected from among 

humans by God Almighty HIMSELF to serve in heaven as kings and priest alongside Jesus 

Christ. They receive a gift of Holy Spirit that assures them that they are HIS adopted 

sons. The number of these is exactly 144,000, no more, no less. This selection began with 

those present at Pentecost and continues down to this day. 

Revelation 14:1–3 New King James Bible 

1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred 

and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I 

heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud 

thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a 

new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one 

could learn this song but the one hundred and forty four thousand who have been 

redeemed from the earth. 

Revelation 5:9–10 KJV 

9 And they sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; 

For You were slain, 

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 

And we shall reign on the earth.” 

Galatians 4:6–7 NKJB 

6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 

crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir of God through Christ. 

Romans 8:14-17 NKJB 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not 

receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 

whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

It is these one and these alone that are born again. When the die, they leave, as Jesus 

did, their earthly body and existence behind and are “born again” as immortal spirit 
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beings who will rule alongside Jesus Christ in the 1,000 year reign over the earth and 

saved mankind. 

All those who are preserved alive and “come through the Tribulation” and and 

Armageddon (See Revelation 7:9,13-14) along with those resurrected that conform to 

God’s will and rule in the new world will gain everlasting life HERE on the restored 

paradise new earth (See 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1-5) as God originally purposed for 

mankind. 

The earth will once more be restored to a paradise condition and all righteous men and 

women will have the opportunity for everlasting life on an earth free from all the war, 

crime, poverty, corruption, sickness, old age, death and evils we have today, under the 

rule of Jesus Christ and the 144,000. 

I have cited applicable scriptures and/or other information to support this comment as 

objectively as possible. My comments provide information for consideration and are not 

intended as a challenge to anyone's personal beliefs 
================= 

Dennis, Thanks. 

None of those verses uses the word “anointed”. 

What do you think of 2 Corinthians 1:21–22? 

Doug 

 

============== 

Erwin  

Jesus was anointed by a prostitute named Mary (not the Virgin Mary, nor Mary 

Magdalene, but Mary sister of Lazarus) in the town of Bethany. She poured expensive 

perfume over his head and then wiped the perfume oil over his feet with her hair. This 

occurred before the passover about two years before Jesus was crucified. This point is 

unclear and contentious because as always the four gospels cannot agree with each 

other on the details of the event. 
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Followers of Jesus today are typically annointed during the Sacrament of Confirmation 

when they are in their teens. Sacred oil (called Chrism) is poured over their head. 

This is only true for Roman Catholics, I believe. I think protestants and other sects don’t 

do this. I am not entirely sure. 
 

========================= 

Thank you, Erwin, 

So you are saying that it was Mary who made Jesus become the “Christ”. 

Doug 

===================== 

John Bressler 

According to Acts 10:38 “God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power”. 

When did this anointing happen? Maybe when Jesus received the Holy Spirit at his 

baptism in Mark 1:9-12: 

. . . as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, 

whom I love, with you I am well pleased”. At once the Spirit sent him out into the 

wilderness. 
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2 Corinthians 1:21-22: 

It is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 

ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts. 

When is a follower of Jesus anointed? Maybe at the same time when God's Spirit is put 

in the follower's heart. 
 

====================== 

Thank you, John, 

The reference at Acts appears relevant but as you point out “maybe” the baptism is relevant, but it did 

not relate to rubbing or to oil. I could go along with the idea that the baptism related to an appointing 

but is it an “anointing”? 

I find this vagueness interesting, especially as these Gospels and the Acts were penned a long time 

after Paul had left the scene and employed “Christ” almost as a proper name. 

If an anointing made Jesus be “christ” why is this not so when a follower is similarly anointed? And 

why is this only a “maybe”. 

Is the term “Messiah/Christ” overblown? 

Doug 

=========================== 

John Bresler replied to your comment on an answer to: "When was Jesus "anointed" 

(=Christ)? When is a follower of Jesus anointed?" 

True, receiving the Holy Spirit at the baptism was not a literal rubbing with oil, but I suppose 

one could call it a figurative anointing. 

The Christ (Messiah) was the anointed one, on the same level as an anointed King, but a 

follower's anointing is on a lower level, I reckon. 

Why is this only a “maybe”? Because I have to confess that I have no theological 

qualifications. 

Is the term “Messiah/Christ” overblown? I think so. And the later development of the 

Incarnation and Trinity is insanely overblown. 

 

======== 

 

John Bresler 

Original Author · 14h ago 

True, receiving the Holy Spirit at the baptism was not a literal rubbing with oil, but I suppose 
one could call it a figurative anointing. 

The Christ (Messiah) was the anointed one, on the same level as an anointed King, but a 
follower's anointing is on a lower level, I reckon. 

https://www.quora.com/profile/John-Bresler-1
https://www.quora.com/When-was-Jesus-anointed-Christ-When-is-a-follower-of-Jesus-anointed/answer/John-Bresler-1/comment/151342981
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Why is this only a “maybe”? Because I have to confess that I have no theological 
qualifications. 

Is the term “Messiah/Christ” overblown? I think so. And the later development of the 
Incarnation and Trinity is insanely overblown. 

 

John, 

My theological qualifications:: still a student at the University of Life; Faculty of Hard Knocks; 

Motto: “Intellectual Integrity regardless of the consequences”. Course length to date: 79 years 

Having no theological doctrines to defend, this enables me to be objective. 

I wonder whether the Jesus of the Gospels fulfilled the expectations of any of the people of the 

Hebrew literature who were anointed with oil? Did the writers say he did not want that to be known or 

said? 

Doug 

 

WHAT DOES JEREMIAH 11:18-23 MEAN? 

Anathoth was Jeremiah’s home town. I suggest he had been preaching for the first time, and that he 

was working in pure innocence and naivete. 

However he discovered that people were plotting against him, even wanting to take his life. 

So someone said that God said he would pour out all of his anger and fury upon those who were 

opposing Jeremiah. 

Presumably Jeremiah’s amanuensis Baruch wrote this or it was created after the elite returned from 

Babylon. 

The book of Jeremiah has a checkered history and two versions were in use at Qumran. 

Doug 

================== 

Janet Kane: 

Jeremiah is receiving knowledge through a vision of how the houses of Israel and Judah 

have broken their covenants with the Lord by worshipping false gods in direct 

contravention of their covenant with God to worship only him and obey his 

commandments, in exchange for which he promised that he would be their God(listen to 

their pleas) and they would be his people(protected by Him). Now they have broken 

their side of the agreement by worshipping many false gods and idols (in particular, 

Baal) and by threatening the lives of prophets (like Jeremia) sent by the Lord to give 

them fair warning. And now the Lord will turn his back on them as they have turned their 

backs on Him and cut them off from the loving protection He had offered them. This is 

my best understanding of what he is saying here. The Lord shows Jeremiah just what the 

people have been doing to bring the foretold punishment upon themselves. (verse 22, “ 

the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die by 

famine.) 
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---------- 

It’s important to take a step back and look at this objectively. Here we are reading the views of an 

elite minority, colloquially known as the “Yahweh-alone party”. The fact that they are writing against 

the worship of other gods shows what is taking place. They did not like it and they were intent on 

eliminating the practices of the great majority. Further, they wanted worship to be centralised in 

Jerusalem, which was made easier with Assyria taking over Israel. 

Naturally, they complained and they put their words onto God’s lips. We are thus reading biased 

propaganda. 

The Book of Jeremiah is set at the time of the Babylonian domination. When that was over and the 

descendants of the elite returned, they were able to blame the nation’s dire state on people being 

disobedient to their demands. Ultimately, the elite minority won and the nation that emerged from the 

Babylonian Captivity was not the same as the nation that had entered that phase. 

We are reading their biased views. We cannot read the views of the masses or of the People of the 

Land, because they were illiterate. All we have are the archaeological remains, which tell us that the 

nation recognised several gods. 

Context is everything, which includes the religious politics. The temple meant nothing to the masses – 

it was for the elite and particularly for the Royal Household. 

Doug 

------ 

Mark Christy 

· 

12h ago 

 

What does Jeremiah 11:18-23 mean? 

 

In Jeremiah 11:18–23 

Jeremiah is asking G-d’s protection from the Anathothites, these people are the sons of 

aaron of the tribe of benjamin who are seeking his life because he has prophesied that 

that the house of Judah would fall and be taken captive (in jeremiah’s vision he saw a 

great boiling pot come out of the north to be poured out on the house of Judah.) they 

would be put to the edge of the sword and be dragged away captive because of all of 

their idolatries, that they had broken the covenant that G-d had made with their fathers, 

and as a cheating wife they had prostituted themselves publicly. So G-d promised 

jeremiah 11 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will surely bring calamity on them 

which they will not be able to escape; and though they cry out to Me, I will not listen to 

them. In G-ds indictment agains12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they offer incense, but they will not 

save them at all in the time of their trouble. 13 For according to the number of your cities 

were your gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem you 

have set up altars to that shameful thing, altars to burn incense to Baal. He laid before 

Jeremiah all that Judah had done , and worse than that they would flee back to their 

Idols for help in the midst or their sufferings. But G-d promised that they would receive 

https://www.quora.com/profile/Mark-Christy-19
https://www.quora.com/What-does-Jeremiah-11-18-23-mean/answer/Mark-Christy-19
https://www.quora.com/What-does-Jeremiah-11-18-23-mean
https://www.quora.com/What-does-Jeremiah-11-18-23-mean
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their due punishment. 21 “Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth 

who seek your life, saying, ‘Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord, lest you die by our 

hand’— 

22 therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, I will punish them. The young men shall 

die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by famine; 

23 and there shall be no remnant of them, for I will bring catastrophe on the men of 

Anathoth, even the year of their punishment.’ I hope that this brings some clarity to 

these passages. 

------- 

 

Mark, 

Thank you for the clarifications. 

It’s my understanding that the Scribes/Priests at Jerusalem were Aaronites and those at Shiloh were 

Mushites (reference “Who Wrote the Bible?, Friedman). 

Doug 

----------- 

 

 
 

George Clark, Advocate for Christianity 

Written just now 

  

This passage is a revelation from the Lord God to Jeremiah in which God revealed to 

Jeremiah that the men of Anathoth were “plotting” to kill Jeremiah. Now keep in mind 

that Jeremiah had property ownership in Anathoth. This was his birthplace. He knew 

these people by name. He knew their families. 

Jeremiah was oblivious to this plot until the Lord God revealed it. Jeremiah was innocent 

like a lamb. He had no idea of such a subterfuge. But the men of Anathoth were tired of 

the preaching of Jeremiah. He was delivering “spiritual fruit” as a faithful preacher. It was 

painful to hear. It was disturbing. It was uncomfortable. 

So the men of Anathoth thought that they would kill Jeremiah who they saw as a 

figurative tree, cut him down, and thus no more fruit which they saw as uncomfortable 

truth would they have to eat. [Any fruit tree once cut down and destroyed would never 

again bear fruit] 

Because the men of Anathoth saw themselves as Israelites and God's chosen people, 

they thought that they could commit this horrible crime without being unfaithful to 

Jehovah or disrespectful toward God. Like most of mankind, any evil that men plot with 

the intent to cover up has consequences that the plotters could not see. But the Lord 

God sees our minds, our hearts, our desires, and our imaginations. 

https://www.quora.com/qemail/track_click?aoid=LkH2mBj0kod&aoty=3&aty=4&cp=1&ct=1595590141211803&et=103&id=d3a68e395dc8426a937cf2fd4bd28289&request_id=4&src=1&st=1595590141223370&stories=10083853682&uid=VF9fTu0wRn7&v=0
https://www.quora.com/qemail/track_click?aoid=LkH2mBj0kod&aoty=3&aty=4&cp=1&ct=1595590141211803&et=103&id=d3a68e395dc8426a937cf2fd4bd28289&request_id=4&src=1&st=1595590141223370&stories=10083853682&uid=VF9fTu0wRn7&v=0
https://www.quora.com/qemail/track_click?aoid=LkH2mBj0kod&aoty=3&aty=4&cp=1&ct=1595590141211803&et=103&id=d3a68e395dc8426a937cf2fd4bd28289&request_id=4&src=1&st=1595590141223370&stories=10083853682&uid=VF9fTu0wRn7&v=0
https://www.quora.com/qemail/track_click?aoid=1ozWZMhsfmZ&aoty=1&aty=4&cp=1&ct=1595590141211803&et=103&id=d3a68e395dc8426a937cf2fd4bd28289&request_id=4&src=1&st=1595590141223370&stories=10083853682&uid=VF9fTu0wRn7&v=0
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Ergo, after God revealed to Jeremiah the plot to assassinate him, God revealed to 

Jeremiah that He would destroy all the young men and their families would starve to 

death and perish. So inversely, the plot against Jeremiah to end his life and any future 

descendants would never be….that God would instead measure out some divine justice 

of ending the lives of those wicked Jews AND expunge from the Earth the lives of their 

wives and children. So instead of ending Jeremiah’s life and his spiritual fruit, God would 

step in and remove these unholy adherents who were Jewish imposters based on their 

hearts, their minds, and their thinking. 

There would be no more family descendants from Anathoth. It is a dangerous and 

perilous thing to attack a true man of God. Anathoth could deceive Jeremiah but God 

was not deceived. 

God rules! 

====== 

 

WHY DO SOME OF THE BIBLE'S BOOKS COME IN TWO PARTS? 

With the Hebrew literature, because of the practical limitations imposed by the length of a scroll. 

With Paul’s writings, they were simply letters (epistles) sent at different times. Scholars can see at 

least two separate letters in 2 Corinthians, thereby indicating a degree of editing. 

Doug 

 

 

 

WHERE IN THE BIBLE DOES IT TALK ABOUT THE ENEMY? 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, Satan (who is not Lucifer) is God’s faithful obedient servant carrying out 

God’s instructions. This Satan was a member of God’s court. 

It is only later in the 2nd century BCE writings, such as Jubilees, that an evil empire is created along 

with their leader whose names include Azazel, Beliar, Beelzeboul, Satan, and most commonly 

Mastema. The LXX introduced Diabolos from the Greeks and this mythical figure is rendered as 

Devil. 

This evil empire was created in response to the theodicy that followed the domination of monotheism 

after the 5th century BCE. 

Lucifer was the Morning Star and Jesus is given that name in the Book of Revelation 

Doug 

 

IS THE SEPTUAGINT IN THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS? 

Chipper Terwilliger 

Answered 2h ago 

Well I only could find information about Septuagint in another scroll. 

https://www.quora.com/profile/Chipper-Terwilliger
https://www.quora.com/Is-the-Septuagint-in-the-Dead-Sea-Scrolls/answer/Chipper-Terwilliger
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The year 1971 saw the release for publication of fragments of an ancient papyrus scroll 

(Fouad 266 papyri). What did these portions of the Septuagint, dating back to the second 

or first century B.C.E., reveal? The divine name was preserved in them also. These early 

fragments of the Septuagint provide strong evidence that Jesus and his first-century 

disciples knew and used God’s name. 

Today, the Bible is the most widely translated book in history. Over 90 percent of the 

human family have access to at least part of it in their own language. We are particularly 

grateful for an accurate modern-language translation, the New World Translation of the 

Holy Scriptures, now available in whole or in part in over 40 languages. The New World 

Translation of the Holy Scriptures—With References contains hundreds of footnote 

references to the Septuagint and to other ancient manuscripts. Indeed, 

the Septuagint continues to be of interest and value to Bible students in our day. 

 

-------- 

How can any translation be accurate when no one knows what was originally written? 

As for the NWT, it says that the NT sources are not accurate because they do not contain the 

16th century word “Jehovah”. If the NWT were accurate it would render the text as has been 

received. Why does it rely on the text provided by 19th century Trinitarians (Westcott and 

Hort)? 

Doug 

 

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SPC IN QUALITY IMPROVEMENT? 

Rather than fixing a product after it has been manufactured, the idea is to employ data to analyse the 

status of the processes, and hence prevent faulty products being manufactured. 

The further application of process analysis tools helps identify where processes can be improved at 

local levels, between systems, and between suppliers, manufacturers, and delivery systems. 

These help separate identify process from content. 

Doug 

 

IF THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHAT HAPPENED TO 

THE 11 OTHER TRIBES? 

The people did not become known as “Jews” until the 3rd century BCE in the Hellenistic period, 

when the land became known as Judea. Prior to that they were Hebrews (hence the name “Hebrew 

Bible” for the Christian’s OT). 

Initially the land had been known as Judah, then under the Babylonians as Yehud, and under the 

Persians the State was known as Yehud Medinata. Under the Greeks and Romans it became Judea — 

hence the people became known as “Jews”. 

Doug 
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WHAT PLANS HAVE BEEN PUT IN PLACE OF ISO 9001 TO ACHIEVE QUALITY 

OBJECTIVES? 

Quality objectives are measurable, testable outputs and outcomes of a process. These need to be 

reported and actions taken when these outputs and outcomes fall outside agreed parameters. 

ISO 9001 asks whether an organisation has a quality management system in place. It does not ask 

whether the processes are producing desired results or not. It only asks if there are systems in place 

that would identify issues.  

Doug 

 

WHY ISN'T THE BOOK OF JOB CONSIDERED TO BE A HISTORICAL BOOK? 

Nothing in the Bible can be considered to be a literal documentary in the terms that we understand. 

Everything was written - and constantly edited - for their contemporary religious needs. 

The Book of Job was an explanation for the ignominious situation that the people of God were 

experiencing. Their writings had said that God was responsible for evil as well as for good, and the 

Book of Job showed how the system operated (mythical in our understanding, of course). 

The Book shows a member of God’s court, like a prosecuting attorney, bargaining with God in a 

typical Jewish fashion. When God made his decision, the prosecuting attorney - the Opposer (which is 

what “THE Satan” means) - dutifully carried out God’s decision. 

The writers were telling the people to remain strong and faithful as God was only testing their resolve. 

https://jwstudies.com/BIBLICAL_HISTORY.pdf  

Doug 

 

WHAT WAS JESUS APPOINTED AS? [POST AT JWD] 

It is illogical to say that “Jesus was anointed as Christ”. That’s like saying that “Jesus was anointed as 

anointed”. It says nothing. The question that needs to be asked is: “What was Jesus anointed as?” 

Anointing in the Hebrew literature (the Christian “Old Testament”) referred to becoming a Priest or a 

King. If that had been the understanding of the multitude in Jesus’ time, it would be seen as a threat to 

the Saducees on the one hand and to Rome on the other. Hence Jesus would not want his disciples to 

advertise that claim. 

However, in the Jewish literature from the 3rd or 2nd century on, the concept of Messiah took on an 

apocalyptic eschatological meaning. This Messiah took on a transcendental supernatural dimension 

that fought, not against mortal enemies such as Assyria, Babylon, Persia, or Greece, but against 

powers in heaven, where war was raging. This supernatural dimension was responsible for the Dead 

Sea communities and similar last-day movements, including John the Baptist’s, which Jesus joined 

through his baptism. 

Jesus is reported to be expecting the imminent final intrusion by God and he expected this Kingdom 

would be set up within the lifetime of his own generation. He already saw warring evil forces falling 

from heaven. His resurrection showed that this last day had started to arrive. 

Thus to understand the anointing of Jesus requires understanding the Jews’ expectations that 

developed from the 3rd/2nd centuries, including in Daniel, Enoch, Jubilees, the Dead Sea scrolls, and 

so forth. This Jesus Messiah was appointed to the supernatural priesthood and kingship through a 

spiritual anointing (chrio). 

 

 

https://jwstudies.com/BIBLICAL_HISTORY.pdf

