
 

 

 



 

The Watchtower Still Depends on “1914” 

Contents 
The Watchtower Society is maintaining its focus on “1914” .............................................................. 5 

How the WTS arrives at “1914” ..................................................................................................... 5 

The sequence of the Scriptur  es employed to arrive at “1914” ....................................................... 6 

1. “Decades in advance, Bible students proclaimed 1914” .................................................................. 8 

The significant developments proclaimed by the Bible students ..................................................... 8 

Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence, (July 15, 1894, page 226)  “Can it be 

Delayed Until 1914?” .................................................................................................................... 8 

“The lease of power to the Gentiles may end in October 1914 or in October 1915” ...................... 10 

How the WTS handles its abject failures ...................................................................................... 11 

“The Understanding of these sincere Bible students was correct” ............................................. 11 

The WTS changed the words in their books ............................................................................. 11 

2. “The appointed times of the nations” ........................................................................................... 18 

Luke 21:24 – “Until the Appointed Times of the nations are fulfilled” ......................................... 18 

The context of Luke 21 ................................................................................................................ 18 

Appointed times: kairoi ............................................................................................................... 18 

42 months of trampling ................................................................................................................ 18 

Lack of support from the Matthew and Mark ............................................................................... 19 

References to apocryphal writings at Luke 21:24 ......................................................................... 19 

A range of current views .............................................................................................................. 19 

A commentary on the NT use of the OT ....................................................................................... 21 

3. Jerusalem was a symbol of Jehovah’s rulership ............................................................................ 22 

“Solomon sat on Jehovah’s throne” .............................................................................................. 22 

The kings were chosen by Jehovah .............................................................................................. 22 

Kings chosen by pagans ........................................................................................................... 22 

“Good” monarchs and “Evil” monarchs ....................................................................................... 23 

Destroyed because they did not truly represent God ..................................................................... 23 

4. In 607 BCE God’s rulership began to be “trampled by the nations” .............................................. 27 

The Fall of Babylon, the WTS’s starting date of 539 BCE............................................................ 27 

Assembly of the first returnees (end of the WTS’s “70 years”, 537 BCE) ..................................... 27 

How chronologists and historians calculate the date of Babylon’s fall .......................................... 30 

The dates used by the WTS to arrive at “1914” ............................................................................ 31 

Exit into Egypt (start of the WTS’s “70 years”) ............................................................................ 32 

The WTS’s “2520 years” does not start at the same time as their “70 years”................................. 33 

The number of years between the destruction and the exodus is unknown .................................... 33 

5. Remove the turban, take off the crown until Christ Jesus comes ................................................... 39 



No NT reference to Ezekiel 21 ..................................................................................................... 39 

6. Daniel chapter 4 holds the key to Knowing how long ................................................................... 40 

7. Symbolic tree represents God’s interrupted rulership ................................................................... 44 

“Trees sometimes represent rulership” ......................................................................................... 44 

Purpose of the story ..................................................................................................................... 45 

A contrast with God’s rulership, not a symbol of it ...................................................................... 45 

The larger context of Daniel ........................................................................................................ 45 

8. The “trampling” would cover 2520 years ..................................................................................... 47 

9. “The period ended in October 1914” ............................................................................................ 49 

10. “Presence” has been marked by dramatic world developments ................................................... 50 

Beware of deceivers..................................................................................................................... 50 

Matthew 24:1-8 (New International Version) ............................................................................... 51 

Mark 13:1-8 (New International Version) .................................................................................... 51 

Luke 21:5-11 (New International Version) ................................................................................... 51 

Dramatic world developments ..................................................................................................... 53 

The Long Peace: Steven Pinker.................................................................................................... 53 

YouTube presentations ............................................................................................................ 53 

Great War not the most significant ........................................................................................... 53 

Which war killed the highest proportion of British soldiers? ..................................................... 55 

“Zero is the number”................................................................................................................ 55 

Percentage of territorial wars resulting in the redistribution of territory, 1651-2000 .................. 57 

100 worst wars and atrocities in human history ........................................................................ 57 

Percentage of years in which the great powers fought one another, 1500-2000 ......................... 58 

Frequency of wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 ....................................................... 58 

Duration of wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 .......................................................... 59 

Deaths in wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 ............................................................. 59 

Concentration of deaths involving the great powers, 1500-2000 ............................................... 60 

Conflicts per year in Greater Europe, 1400-2000 ...................................................................... 60 

Rate of death in conflicts in greater Europe, 1400-2000............................................................ 61 

11. The Last Days............................................................................................................................ 65 

 

Doug Mason 

 

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au  

http://www.jwstudies.com 
 

© Doug Mason 2015 

http://www.jwstudies.com/The_Watchtower_still_depends_on_1914.pdf  

Revision 1.1 

mailto:doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
http://www.jwstudies.com/
http://www.jwstudies.com/The_Watchtower_still_depends_on_1914.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make up your own mind 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

THE WATCHTOWER SOCIETY IS MAINTAINING ITS FOCUS ON “1914” 

In December 2014, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society [WTS] released: What Does the Bible 

Really Teach? This is a revision of the 2005 publication. Examination of the section under review in 
this Study indicates that the revision incorporates the text of the WTS’s Bible that was released in 

2013. This is further suggested through the revised colour of the book’s cover, which is similar to the 

colour of the WTS’s 2013 Bible. 

The dominant feature of WTS teaching is that God’s Kingdom, which for the WTS means 
“Government”, was set up in heaven in 1914, and that it assigned the WTS’s Governing Body [GB] to 

be its sole representative on Earth. The ingrained dependence on 1914 is shown in the 2015 WTS 

publication Examining the Scriptures Daily, where “1914” is mentioned 25 times. 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 85 

How the WTS arrives at “1914” 

Pages 215-218 of What Does the Bible Really Teach? provide the WTS’s reasoning: 

1. Decades in advance, Bible students proclaimed that there would be significant developments 

in 1914. [See pages 9 – 17 of this Study] 

2. Jesus said: “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations until the appointed times of the 
nations [“the times of the Gentiles,” King James Version] are fulfilled.” [Pages 18 – 21] 

3. Jerusalem was a symbol of Jehovah’s rulership. [Pages 22-26] 

4. God’s rulership began to be “trampled on by the nations” in 607 BCE, when “the line of 

kings who descended from David was interrupted”. [Pages 27-38] 

5. Remove the turban, take off the crown until Christ Jesus comes. [Page 39]. 

6. Daniel chapter 4 “holds the key” to knowing how long that fixed period of “trampling” 

would last. [Pages 40-43] 

7. Symbolic tree represents God’s interrupted rulership. [Pages 44-46] 

8. Cross-referencing Daniel, Revelation, Numbers and Ezekiel shows that the “trampling” 

would cover 2,520 years. [Pages 47-48] 
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9. The 2,520 years began in October 607 BCE when Babylon took the Davidic king off his 

throne and it ended in October 1914 CE, Jesus Christ was installed as God’s heavenly King. 
[Page 49] 

10. Jesus’ “presence” as heavenly King from 1914 CE has been marked by dramatic world 

developments—war, famine, earthquakes, and pestilences. [Pages 50-64] 

11. 1914 marked the birth of God’s heavenly Kingdom and the beginning of “the last days” of 
this present wicked system of things. [Page 65] 

The sequence of the Scriptures employed to arrive at “1914” 

 
The sequence of Scriptures employed at 

What Does the Bible Really Teach?, pages 215-218 
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Behold the 
knight: it jumps 
from one square 

to that of the 
other colour, 
ignoring all 
obstacles. 
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1. “DECADES IN ADVANCE, BIBLE STUDENTS PROCLAIMED 1914” 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 215 

The significant developments proclaimed by the Bible students 

The words from the WTS bear repeating: 

Decades in advance, Bible students proclaimed that there would be significant 

developments in 1914. What were these?
1
 

There is no denying that the year 1914 formed a significant and integral part of the Bible students’ 

expectations. As the WTS asks (but fails to answer): “What were the Bible students proclamations 
concerning 1914?” 

They proclaimed that 1914 would prove to be the turning point in human history as it would be the 

final time that the nations would rule. At that time, 1914, God’s kingdom will be fully set up and 
firmly established on earth. 1914 would see the whole earth filled with the glory of the Lord – with 

knowledge, righteousness, and peace. 

1914 was going to mark the end, not the beginning, of the 40-year Time Of Trouble, which had begun 

in 1874 with the invisible Parousia of Jesus. Because the Parousia had taken place in 1874, the WTS 
included the words “Herald of Christ’s Presence” in the title of its magazine. 

The Bible students firmly declared that in 1914 the Jews under the Zionists would be fully restored to 

God’s favour. Because of this, the WTS included the expression “Zion’s Watch Tower” in the 
magazine’s title. Hence its full title was: “Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence”. 

Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence, 

(July 15, 1894, page 226) 
 

“Can it be Delayed Until 1914?”2 

Seventeen years ago people said, concerning the time features presented in 
MILLENNIAL DAWN, They seem reasonable in many respects, but surely no such 

radical changes could occur between now and the close of 1914: if you had proved 

that they would come about in a century or two, it would seem much more probable. 

What changes have since occurred, and what velocity is gained daily! 

“The old is quickly passing, and the new is coming in.” 

Now, in view of recent labor troubles and threatened anarchy, our readers are writing 
to know if there may not be a mistake in the 1914 date. They say that they do not see 

how present conditions can hold out so long under the strain. 

We see no reason for changing the figures—nor could we change them if we would. 

They are, we believe, God’s dates, not ours. But bear in mind that the end of 1914 is 
not the date for the beginning, but for the end of the time of trouble. We see no reason 

for changing from our opinion expressed in the View presented in the WATCH TOWER 

of Jan. 15, ‘92. We advise that it be read again. 

                                                   
1 What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 215 
2 Italicised words in the original. 
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Now, in view of recent labor troubles and threatened 

anarchy, our readers are writing to know if there may not 
be a mistake in the 1914 date. They say that they do not 

see how present conditions can hold out so long under the 

strain. 

We see no reason for changing the figures. They are, we 
believe, God’s dates, not ours. But bear in mind that the 

end of 1914 is not the date for the beginning, but for the 

end of the time of trouble. We see no reason for changing 
from our opinions expressed in the View presented in the 

Watch Tower of Jan. 15, ‘92. We advise that it be read 

again. 

(Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence, 

July 15, 1894, page 226) 

So great is our confidence in the Word of God and in the 

light of present truth shining upon it, that we could not 

have doubted its testimony whatever had been the 
appearances. The date of the close of that “battle” is 

definitely marked in Scripture as October, 1914. It is 

already in progress, its beginning dating from October, 
1874. 

(Zion’s Watchtower and Herald of Christ’s Presence, 

January 15, 1892) 
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Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence 
(January 15, 1892) 

So great is our confidence in the Word of God and in the light of present truth shining 

upon it, that we could not have doubted its testimony whatever had been the 
appearances. The date of the close of that “battle” is definitely marked in Scripture as 

October, 1914. It is already in progress its beginning dating from October, 1874. 

Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence 
(February 1, 1892) 

The Editor (Charles Taze Russell) expects from Rev. 19:20 that the final overthrow of 
present governments will be at the same time as the fall of ecclesiasticism, and will be 

followed by from five to seven years of socialism and anarchy, to end with 1914 by 

the establishment of Christ’s Millennial government. 

Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence 
(September 1, 1908) 

The Scriptures indicate that in the year 1915, the year before this letter is read, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Isaiah, Daniel, and nIl the holy prophets and patriarchs 

from Ahel to John the Baptist, will have been raised from the dead and will be in 
charge of the earthly phase of the Lord’s kingdom, with headquarters at Jerusalem. 

“The lease of power to the Gentiles may end in October 1914 or in October 
1915”3 

The Watchtower of May 1st, 1952, comments on page 271: 

At this point some will enquire why Charles T Russell in 1877 used the date 606 BC 

for the fall of Jerusalem whereas The Watchtower of late years has been using 607 
BC. This is because, in the light of modern scholarship, two slight errors were 

discovered to have been made which cancel each other out and make for the same 

result, namely 1914. Concerning the first error, Russell and others considered 1 BC to 
AD 1 as being two years whereas in fact this is only one year because, as has been 

said above, there is no ‘zero’ year in the BC-AD system for counting years. 

This statement is definitely misleading because Russell was aware that he may not be correct in 

counting the zero but he suggested no alteration to 606 BC. If the zero year was not counted, he 
suggested that it would push the concluding date of his 2520 years forward to 1915, not the 

commencing date back to 607 BC. The following is a quotation from The Watchtower 1st December, 

1912. 

Coming now to a very critical examination of the date 536 BC, there is an open 

question: Shall we call it 536 full years to AD or 535 full years? The difference in 

time between October 1st and January 1st would be the fourth of a year; hence our 

query is respecting 536¼ or 535¼ years BC. What is the proper method of 
calculation, is in dispute. If we count the first year BC as 0, then the date 536¼ BC is 

the proper one for the end of the seventy years of captivity. But if we begin to reckon 

it by counting the first year before the Christian era as BC 1, then evidently the 
desolation ended 535¼ years BC. 

As to the methods of counting, Encyclopaedia Britannica says, ―Astronomers denote 

the year which preceded the first of our era as 0 and the year previous to that as BC –
l, the previous year BC -2, and so on. 

Whichever of these ways we undertake to calculate the matter the difference between 

the results is one year. The seventy years of Jewish captivity ended October, 536 BC, 

and if there were 536¼ years BC, then to complete the 2,520 years cycle of the Times 
of the Gentiles would require 1913¾ years of AD, or to October, 1914. But if the 

                                                   
3 This section is taken from:  http://www.jwstudies.com/1914_Touchstone_Of_TheWatchtower_Hatton.pdf 

http://www.jwstudies.com/1914_Touchstone_Of_TheWatchtower_Hatton.pdf
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other way of reckoning were used, then there were but 535¼ years of the period BC 

and the remainder of the 2,520 years would reach to AD 1914¾ years, otherwise 
October, 1915. (Emphasis supplied.) 

A little further on in this article it was stated, 

Many of our readers will recall our reference to this subject in a sermon preached at 

Allegheny, PA, January 11, 1904, and published in the Pittsburgh Gazette. We make an 

extract from that sermon as follows: 

We find, then, that the Seven Times of Israel’s punishment and the Seven Times of 

Gentile dominion are the same; and that they began with the captivity of Zedekiah, and as 

will be seen from the Chart, they terminate with the year 1915. According to the best 

obtainable evidences on the subject, synchronized with the Scriptural testimony, 

Zedekiah’s captivity took place in October, 605¼ years before AD 1. If we will add to 

this 1914¾ years, we will have the year October 1915 as the date for the end of Gentile 

supremacy in the world. ...  

There surely is room for slight differences of opinion on this subject and it behoves us to 

grant each other the widest latitude. The lease of power to the Gentiles may end in 

October 1914 or in October 1915. And the period of intense strife and anarchy ‘such as 

never was since there was a nation’ may be the final ending of the Gentile Times or the 

beginning of Messiah’s reign. 

Russell knew about the zero year alright but was not as concerned to preserve 1914 as the Society is. The 

Society is prepared to move Heaven and Earth, but it will not move from 1914. 

How the WTS handles its abject failures 

“The Understanding of these sincere Bible students was correct” 

Despite the fact that every one the Bible students’ expectations concerning 1914 proved to be 

blatantly and obviously wrong, the WTS’s book What Does the Bible Really Teach? says that the 

Bible Students’ “understanding was correct”. 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 85 

The WTS changed the words in their books 

One way to handle abject failure is to make unsubstantiated claims and assertions that run counter to 

the facts. This appears to be the current strategy by the WTS. 

This is similar to the tactics adopted by the WTS immediately following 1914. Instead of apologising 
for misleading people, the WTS altered their proclamations to make them fit the fact that instead of 

bringing Peace, 1914 introduced War. And they kept selling the books. [See following pages.] 

Nowadays, the Bible student’s gross errors are glossed over with the bald statement: “[The Bible 
students] proclaimed that there would be significant developments in 1914”. The problem for today’s 

WTS is that the “significant developments” anticipated in the decades before 1914 run counter to 

what actually happened. War erupted, not the anticipated peace. 
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2. “THE APPOINTED TIMES OF THE NATIONS” 

Luke 21:24 – “Until the Appointed Times of the nations are fulfilled” 

20 However, when you see Jerusalem surrounded by encamped armies, then know 

that the desolating of her has drawn near. 

21 Then let those in Jude′a begin fleeing to the mountains, let those in the midst of her 

leave, and let those in the countryside not enter into her, 22 because these are days for 

meting out justice in order that all the things written may be fulfilled. 

23 Woe to the pregnant women and those nursing a baby in those days! For there will 
be great distress on the land and wrath against this people. 

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive into all the 

nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations until the appointed 

times of the nations are fulfilled. 

(Luke 21:20-24, NWT, 2013) 

The context of Luke 21 

Applying the maxim: “a text without a context is a pretext for a proof text” shows what is meant by 

“Jerusalem” at Luke 21:24. 

Later, when some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with fine 

stones and dedicated things, he said: “As for these things that you now see, the days 

will come when not a stone will be left upon a stone and not be thrown down.” 
(Luke 21:5-6) 

[ A description of persecution follows] 

“However, when you see Jerusalem surrounded by encamped armies, then know 
that the desolating of her has drawn near.” (Luke 21:20) 

[A description of persecution follows] 

And they [the occupants of Jerusalem] will fall by the edge of the sword and be led 

captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations until 
the appointed times of the nations are fulfilled. (Luke 21:24) 

Consistency demands that the literal city of Jerusalem is meant. 

Appointed times: kairoi 

The word translated as “appointed times” by the NWT (and rarely translated this way by others) is the 
Greek word kairoi. It is used at only two other places in the NT. In the WTS’s Interlinear Translation, 

while the Greek word is transliterated as “appointed times” it is not used that way in the NWT English 

translation: 

Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of 

refreshing may come from Jehovah himself. Acts 3:19 (NWT, 2013) 

But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. (2 

Timothy 3:1, NWT, 2013) 

Consistency in applying the word kairoi and the manner in which other Bible translators render Luke 

21:24 suggest that the NWT’s “appointed times” might be extracting too much from the text. 

42 months of trampling 

The Luke Gospel was written late in the first century, some 60 years after Jesus is said to have uttered 
these words at Luke 21:24. The NT book of Revelation is another Christian writing produced in that 

same period, so it comes from the same historical context. Revelation also refers to the nations 

trampling Jerusalem, “the holy city”. 
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And a reed like a rod was given to me as he said: “Get up and measure the temple 

sanctuary of God and the altar and those worshipping in it. But as for the courtyard 
that is outside the temple sanctuary, leave it out and do not measure it, because it has 

been given to the nations, and they will trample the holy city underfoot for 42 

months. (Revelation 11:2, NWT, 2013) 

Lack of support from the Matthew and Mark 

Matthew 24:15-24 Mark 13:14-23 Luke 21:20-24 

“Therefore, when you catch sight of the disgusting 

thing that causes desolation, as spoken about by 

Daniel the prophet, standing in a holy place (let 

the reader use discernment), 

“However, when you catch sight of the disgusting 

thing that causes desolation standing where it 

should not be (let the reader use discernment), 

“However, when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 

encamped armies, then know that the desolating of 

her has drawn near. 

then let those in Judea begin fleeing to the 

mountains. Let the man on the housetop not come 

down to take the goods out of his house, and let 

the man in the field not return to pick up his outer 

garment. 

then let those in Judea begin fleeing to the 

mountains. Let the man on the housetop not come 

down nor go inside to take anything out of his 

house; and let the man in the field not return to the 

things behind to pick up his outer garment. 

Then let those in Judea begin fleeing to the 

mountains, let those in the midst of her leave, and 

let those in the countryside not enter into her, 

because these are days for meting out justice in 

order that all the things written may be fulfilled. 

Woe to the pregnant women and those nursing a 

baby in those days! Keep praying that your flight 

may not occur in wintertime nor on the Sabbath 

day;  

Woe to the pregnant women and those nursing a 

baby in those days! Keep praying that it may not 

occur in wintertime; 

Woe to the pregnant women and those nursing a 

baby in those days! 

for then there will be great tribulation such as 

has not occurred since the world’s beginning until 

now, no, nor will occur again. 

for those days will be days of a tribulation such 

as has not occurred from the beginning of the 

creation that God created until that time, and will 

not occur again. 

For there will be great distress on the land and 

wrath against this people. 

In fact, unless those days were cut short, no flesh 

would be saved; but on account of the chosen ones 

those days will be cut short. 

In fact, unless Jehovah had cut short the days, 

no flesh would be saved. But on account of the 

chosen ones whom he has chosen, he has cut short 

the days. 

 

  And they will fall by the edge of the sword and 

be led captive into all the nations; and 

Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations 

until the appointed times of the nations are 

fulfilled. 

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the 

Christ,’ or, ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false 

Christs and false prophets will arise and will 

perform great signs and wonders so as to mislead, 

if possible, even the chosen ones. 

“Then, too, if anyone says to you, ‘See! Here is 

the Christ,’ or, ‘See! There he is,’ do not believe it. 

For false Christs and false prophets will arise and 

will perform signs and wonders to lead astray, if 

possible, the chosen ones. You, then, watch out. I 

have told you all things beforehand. 

 

References to apocryphal writings at Luke 21:24 

 
The Biblical Canon: Its Origin, Transmission, and Authority, 

page 455, Lee Martin McDonald 

A range of current views 

A wide range of understandings of the expression is current, mostly influenced by the predetermined 
personal eschatology of the commentator. Some see significance in the use of the plural “times”

4
; 

some see significance in current events. Others see the statement at Luke 21:24 as the opinion of the 

first century writers trying to explain the situation they were witnessing some 20 years after the 
Romans attacked Jerusalem. No one will ever know if Jesus actually said these words (in Aramaic, of 

course), but the lack of support from Gospels written some 20 years before the Luke Gospel was 

written, cast a shadow of doubt. Should anyone trust their lives to a single NT verse, let alone to one 

that is so open to interpretation? 

                                                   
4 kairoi is: masculine, nominative, plural. 
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A commentary on the NT use of the OT 

The prophecy of 21:24, that the inhabitants of Jerusalem “will fall by the edge of the 

sword and be taken away as captives among all nations, and Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” recalls 

several OT predictions of God’s judgment upon Jerusalem. 

For OT descriptions of the destruction of Jerusalem, see Jer. 20:4-6; 39:1-10; 52:5-10. 

For prophecies of judgment upon Jerusalem and/or Israel/Judah, see Isa. 10; Jer. 50-
52. For the concept of being “trampled” by hostile armies, see Isa. 28:3; 41:25; Ezek. 

26:11. 

The first part of the prediction echoes Jer. 20:4, “They shall fall by the sword of their 
enemies. … He [the king of Babylon] shall kill them with the sword”, a passage that 

predicts the destruction of Jerusalem following Jeremiah’s symbolic action of 

smashing a potter’s jar to pieces (Jer. 19:1-15). 

The second phrase of Jesus’ prophecy alludes to Deut. 28:64 LXX, “The LORD your 

God will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other”, a text 

that records Moses’ explanation of the curses that will bring Yahweh’s judgment 

upon disobedient Israel in Deut. 27. 

The assertion that in Luke’s context the captivity would refer to that of the Romans 

must not be misinterpreted. It is certainly true that the reference is to the events of AD 

66-70 when a Roman army besieged and destroyed Jerusalem and carried thousands 
of Jews into captivity. … 

The third part of Jesus’ prediction is an allusion to Zech. 12:3 LXX: “And it will 

come to pass on that day that I shall make Jerusalem a stone trampled upon by all the 
nations; all who lift it shall grievously hurt themselves. And all the nations of the 

earth shall come together against it.” This is a paraphrase of the Hebrew text of Zech. 

12:3, which reads, “On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the 

peoples.” This text belongs to Zechariah’s oracle against Jerusalem, whose citizens 
are summoned to repent of sin and infidelity. 

In regard to the fourth and final phrase in 21:24, “until the times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled”, the notion of a limit to apocalyptic sufferings recalls Dan. 8:13-14; 12:5-13 
(cf. 1QS IV, 18), while the idea of a fixed period of rule echoes Jer. 27:7: “All the 

nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his own land 

comes.” 

The language of the phrase is similar to Tob. 14:5, “God will bring them back into the 
land of Israel; and they will rebuild the temple of God, but not like the first one, until 

the period when the times of fulfillment shall come”, part of Tobit’s last words before 

he dies, reassuring the reader that the word of God spoken through the prophets will 
come to pass, as God will bring them back from exile into the land of Israel. 

The suggestion that the phrase “times of the Gentiles” refers to the period of the 

Gentile mission in which Gentiles are converted (with reference to Rom. 11:25-26)—
a thought that is found in Tob. 14:6 (see also Zech. 8:12-14) and may recall the 

explicit reference to the preaching of the gospel to “all the nations” before the end 

comes in Mark 13:10—is possible, although other scholars interpret the “times of the 

nations” in terms of “the time for a turn of judgment for each one of the nations”.
5
 

 

                                                   
5 Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, Beale & Carson (eds.), page 377, Baker 

Academic, 2007 
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3. JERUSALEM WAS A SYMBOL OF JEHOVAH’S RULERSHIP 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 216 

Once more the WTS’s reasoning hinges on a single text, without consideration for its context. 

Solomon sat on Jehovah’s throne
6
, as king in place of David his father, and he was 

successful, and all the Israelites were obedient to him (1 Chronicles 29:23, NWT, 

2013) 

The books of Chronicles were written after the neo-Babylonian Captivity. These 5th century BCE 
books provide a theological reinterpretation of the history provided in the book of Kings, written 

during the earlier 6th century BCE Captivity.  

Although 1 and 2 Chronicles contain much of the same information as the books of 
Samuel and Kings, they cover the material from a theological rather than historical 

perspective.
7
 

This theological bias is evident when the passage at 1 Chronicles 29:32 is compared with the 

description of the same event in 1 Kings: 

Solomon then sat down on the throne of David his father, and gradually his kingship 

became firmly established. (1 Kings 2:12, NWT, 2013) 

Clearly the writers of Kings and of Chronicles were satisfied with Solomon’s rule, so he could be said 
to represent the values of Jehovah’s throne, which is located in heaven. But that cannot be said of 

virtually any other monarch, whether of Israel or of Judah-Benjamin. 

 “Solomon sat on Jehovah’s throne” 

The Chronicler only says that Solomon sat on Jehovah’s throne. He does not ascribe that high calling 
to any other monarch, not even to king David, murderer and adulterer. It is false reasoning to argue 

from the particular to the general
8
. Although one king represented the values of God’s throne – which 

is eternal and is located in heaven – this offers no evidence that any other king behaved that way. 

The kings were chosen by Jehovah 

Since the one ruling in Israel was to be “a king whom Jehovah your God will 

choose”, who would rule in Jehovah’s name over Jehovah’s people and according to 

Jehovah’s law, his throne was really “Jehovah’s throne”. – De 17:14 - 18; 1Ch 29:23.
9
 

Kings chosen by pagans 

The final kings of Judah were selected and installed by pagans. Geographically, Judah-Benjamin lay 

in the paths of the major powers. Upon the death of “good” king Josiah, Egypt installed Jehoiakim in 
order to have a ruler at Jerusalem who would support Egypt in its struggles against Assyria and 

against Babylon. That king was not selected by Jehovah. 

                                                   
6 The expression Jehovah’s throne appears at Exodus 17:16 and at Jeremiah 3:17. 
7 Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible, New International Version, page 462, AMG Publishers, 1996 
8 “I saw a dog with three legs, therefore all dogs have three legs” 
9 Insight on the Scriptures, Vol 2, page 1097, art. “Throne”, WTS, 1988 (emphases added) 
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Political intrigue resulted in Babylon installing puppet kings in Jerusalem to provide Babylon with 

political and logistical support. These men were selected by a pagan nation for political purposes. It 
cannot be said that these men represented the values of Jehovah’s throne. 

When Babylon mounted its assault on Jerusalem, the God’s prophet Jeremiah pleaded with Judah’s 

king Zedekiah to willingly surrender, telling him that there was no need for the city to be destroyed. 

This was not God’s wish. 

Jeremiah then said to Zedekiah: “This is what Jehovah, the God of armies, the God of 

Israel, says, ‘If you surrender to the princes of the king of Babylon, your life will be 

spared, and this city will not be burned with fire, and you and your household will be 
spared.  

But if you will not surrender to the princes of the king of Babylon, this city will be 

handed over to the Chaldeans, and they will burn it with fire, and you will not escape 
out of their hand.’”

10
 

Because Jeremiah had explicitly instructed servitude to Babylon for 70 years, he pleaded with king 

Zedekiah to willingly surrender, so that the city, its temple and its people would be spared. But 

Zedekiah refused to heed the words coming from Jehovah’s servant. Zedekiah was not representing 
Jehovah’s throne, even then. 

“Good” monarchs and “Evil” monarchs 

Since the one ruling in Israel was to be “a king whom Jehovah your God will choose”, 

who would rule in Jehovah’s name over Jehovah’s people and according to 

Jehovah’s law, his throne was really “Jehovah’s throne”. – De 17:14 - 18; 1Ch 

29:23.
11

 

Every Israeli monarch was deemed as “evil” as were most of the monarchs of Judah-Benjamin. Those 
evil monarchs did not act according to Jehovah’s Law, so that means they did not rule in his name. 

None of these evil monarchs was a symbol of Jehovah’s throne. 

Destroyed because they did not truly represent God 

The WTS makes the claims that: 

The line of kings from the house of King David … sat on “Jehovah’s throne” as 
representatives of God himself.

12
 

The one ruling in Israel … would rule in Jehovah’s name over Jehovah’s people and 

according to Jehovah’s law.
 13

 

To rule “in Jehovah’s name” is to rule in full accordance with his nature and being. But, according to 

the Hebrew Scriptures, the rulers and the people were evil, performing wicked deeds such as child 

sacrifice and false worship with idolatry.  

The kings and the people were warned for centuries that they had to mend their ways or Jehovah 
would wreak destruction upon them. For centuries before its final demise, the royal household had 

already failed to truly represent Jehovah’s throne. Because of his evil predecessors, King Josiah 

introduced many religious reforms. Nevertheless, still God kept in mind the evil deeds of king 
Manasseh. 

“‘And I will appoint over them four calamities’, declares Jehovah, ‘the sword to kill, 

the dogs to drag away, and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to 
devour and to destroy. 

                                                   
10 Jeremiah 38:17-18, NWT, 2013 
11 Insight on the Scriptures, Vol 2, page 1097, art. “Throne”, WTS, 1988 (emphases added) 
12 What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 216 
13 Insight on the Scriptures, Vol 2, page 1097, art. “Throne”, WTS, 1988 (emphases added) 
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And I will make them an object of horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of 

Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem. 
Who will show compassion to you, O Jerusalem, 

Who will sympathize with you, 

And who will stop to ask about your welfare?’ 

‘You have deserted me,’ declares Jehovah. 
‘You keep turning your back on me. 

So I will stretch out my hand against you and destroy you. 

I am tired of feeling pity for you. 
And I will winnow them with a fork in the gates of the land. 

I will bereave them of children. 

I will destroy my people, since they refuse to turn back from their ways.
14

 

Judah was accounted as worse than their sister Israel because the people of Judah had seen the 

outcome upon Israel, yet they still did not repent. 

In the days of King Josiah, Jehovah said to me: “‘Have you seen what unfaithful 

Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and underneath every 
luxuriant tree to commit prostitution. Even after she did all these things, I kept telling 

her to return to me, but she did not return; and Judah kept watching her treacherous 

sister. When I saw that, I sent unfaithful Israel away with a full certificate of divorce 
because of her adultery. 

‘But her treacherous sister Judah did not become afraid; she too went out and 

committed prostitution. She took her prostitution lightly, and she kept polluting the 
land and committing adultery with stones and with trees. 

‘Despite all this, her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, 

only in pretense’, declares Jehovah.” 

Jehovah then said to me: “Unfaithful Israel has shown herself to be more righteous 
than treacherous Judah”.

15
 

Even as late as the final assault upon Jerusalem, God pleaded through Jeremiah for the king and 

people to obey Jehovah’s commands, but they continued to disobey. 

Jeremiah then said to Zedekiah: “This is what Jehovah, the God of armies, the God of 

Israel, says, ‘If you surrender to the princes of the king of Babylon, your life will be 

spared, and this city will not be burned with fire, and you and your household will be 

spared. But if you will not surrender … because of you this city will be burned with 
fire.”

16
 

When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and removed the throne of the royal household, he did 

not destroy a true representative of Jehovah’s throne. 

 

                                                   
14 Jeremiah 15:3-7, NWT, 2013 
15 Jeremiah 3:6-11, NWT, 2013 
16 Jeremiah 38:17-18, 23, NWT, 2013 
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4. IN 607 BCE GOD’S RULERSHIP BEGAN TO BE “TRAMPLED BY THE NATIONS” 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 216 

The following sequenjce of dates are used by the WTS to arrive at its date of 607 BCE for the 

destruction of Jerusalem: 

 539 BCE for the Fall of Babylon; 

 537 BCE (7th Jewish month, equivalent to September-October) for the assembly of the first 

returnees at the site of the devastated Jerusalem temple; 

 607 BCE  (7th Jewish month, equivalent to September-October) for the exit of the last Jews 

into Egypt, following Gedaliah’s murder; marking the start of the “70 years”; 

 607 BCE (5th Jewish month, equivalent to July-August) for the destruction of Jerusalem; 

marking the start of the 2520 years. 

The Fall of Babylon, the WTS’s starting date of 539 BCE 

The WTS is adamant that its own “Biblical chronology” is superior to the “secular chronology”. Of 
course, the Bible does not and cannot provide dates in terms of later calendars. These calendars, , such 

as the astronomical, Julian and Gregorian systems, provide dates in terms of BCE and CE. To relate a 

Biblical event to its BCE equivalent requires the WTS to relate it to a secular calendar. 

The WTS commences its derivation of 607 BCE for Jerusalem’s destruction with the date of 539 BCE 

for Babylon’s fall. The WTS totally relies on the secular sources for this date, despite its rejection of 

the systems used by these sources. These sources apply known fixed dates to events that occurred at 
that time. For chronologists, one of these fixed Absolute Dates is 568 BCE for Nebuchadnezzar’s 37th 

regnal year. Then, using the secular list of Babylonian kings, the chronologists are able to calculate 

the date of intervening events, such as 539 BCE for Babylon’s fall. 

 The WTS rejects 568 BCE for Nebuchadnezzar’s 37th year and it rejects the Babylonian king-list 
chronology, yet it accepts the calculated date of 539 BCE. 

Earlier, the WTS dated the fall of Babylon as 538 BCE, but apparently following the study by 

chronologists Parker and Dubberstein in 1942
17

, the WTS accepted the date of 539 BCE. 

Assembly of the first returnees (end of the WTS’s “70 years”, 537 BCE)18 

Babylon fell to the Medo-Persians in Tishri (October) 539 BCE. Following the custom, Cyrus 

celebrated his Accession Year until Nisan 1, 538 BCE (24 March), at which moment he commenced 

his first year as ruler of Babylon. 

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that Jehovah’s word spoken by 

Jeremiah would be fulfilled, Jehovah stirred the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to make 

a proclamation throughout his kingdom, which he also put in writing, saying:  

“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says, ‘Jehovah the God of the heavens has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has commissioned me to build him a house 

in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
19

 

                                                   
17 Babylonian Chronology: 626 BC – AD 75, Richard Parker and Waldo Dubberstein 
18 For further information, see: http://www.jwstudies.com/The_Jews_return_home_ver_3.pdf  

http://www.jwstudies.com/When_Did_the_Jews_Return_to_Jerusalem.pdf  

http://www.jwstudies.com/The_Jews_return_home_ver_3.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/When_Did_the_Jews_Return_to_Jerusalem.pdf
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At some time during his first year (24 March 538 BCE – 11 March 537 BCE), Cyrus issued his word, 

following it up in writing.  

The accession year (an incomplete lunar year) of Cyrus as king of Babylon began on 

October 23
20

 of 539 BCE, when he entered the city (by day) after its capture by his 

troops. Hence his first regnal year (a full lunar year) began on Nisan 1 of 538 BCE, or 

on March 17/18 of 538 BCE, Gregorian time.
21

 

Writing with a theological perspective, Ezra, the writer of Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah, did not 

think it important to identify which time of year Cyrus released the Babylonian captives. No one 

knows; the WTS can only live with hope, but that is not a sufficient basis to build on. 

Cyrus’ decree freeing the Jews to return to Jerusalem likely was made late in the year 

538 or early in 537 BCE.
22

 

It is very probable that the decree was made by the winter of 538 BCE or toward the 
spring of 537 BCE.

23
 

If Cyrus’ decree came late in his first regnal year.
24

 

These are a few of several similar statements. They show that the WTS relies on hope, with 

assumptions, and guesses. No facts, no foundation. 

Ezra did not think it important to indicate how long some of the descendants of the Captives took 

before deciding whether to make the long journey to Judah (actually the Persian province of Yehud). 

Nor did he indicate how long it took them to gather their families, possessions, and animals in 
preparation for the long journey. Following the destruction of Jerusalem, it took one man took 5 

months to reach Ezekiel. How much longer would a convoy of families with their possessions take to 

complete the journey? 

There is no way of knowing the year that the Captives made the journey. It did not matter to the Bible 

writer. This lack of information results in a range of dates being suggested by modern students of the 

Bible. Dates ranging from 538 BCE to as late as 535 BCE are suggested, but for the Bible writer, it 

was not an issue. 

What did matter to the theological writer was that Jeremiah’s promise had come to pass and that 

Babylon’s domination of God’s people had ended. This had taken place because of the Medo-

Persians. 

[Nebuchadnezzar] carried off captive to Babylon those who escaped the sword, and 

they became servants to [Nebuchadnezzar] and his sons until the kingdom of Persia 

began to reign, to fulfill Jehovah’s word spoken by Jeremiah.
25

 

Jehovah’s word spoken by Jeremiah had been fulfilled, and they were no longer the servants of 
Babylon. 

“These nations will have to serve the king of Babylon for 70 years. But when 70 years 

have been fulfilled, I will call to account the king of Babylon and that nation for their 
error”, declares Jehovah.

26
 

When the 70 years (of serving Babylon) had been fulfilled, the king of Babylon would be brought to 

account. When the 70 years had been fulfilled, then Jehovah would allow his people to return to their 

                                                                                                                                                              
19 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, NWT, 2013; see also Ezra 1:1-2 
20 See Parker and Dubberstein, pages 14, 29 for the correct dates in October 539 and March 538 for Cyrus 
21 The Watchtower September 15 1965, page 567 “A Pivotal Date in History” 
22

 Insight on the Scriptures Vol 1, page 568 “Cyrus” 
23 Insight on the Scriptures vol 1, page 458, “Chronology” 
24 Let Your Kingdom Come, page 189, Appendix to Chapter 14 
25 2 Chronicles 36:20-21, NWT, 2013 
26 Jeremiah 25:11-12, NWT, 2013 
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ancestral homes. The people were able to return home because the 70-year period had already reached 

its end. 

For this is what Jehovah says, “When 70 years at Babylon are fulfilled, I will turn my 

attention to you, and I will make good my promise by bringing you back to this 

place”.
27

 

There is no widespread agreement on the date when the first returnees assembled at the site of the 
destroyed temple. Estimates range from 538 to 535. The WTS cannot provide any evidence that 

proves the date it so desperately needs. It is an issue for the WTS alone, one that it utterly depends on. 

When the descendants of the Captives returned
28

, some went to the temple site while the others went 
to their ancestral homes and settled down. 

When they arrived at the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem, some of the heads of the 

paternal houses made voluntary offerings for the house of the true God. … And the 
priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple 

servants settled in their cities, and all the rest of Israel settled in their cities.
29

 

After returning to the land, after settling into their towns and villages, in the “seventh month” they 

walked to Jerusalem, gathering at the temple site. 

When the seventh month arrived the Israelites were in their cities, they gathered 

together with one accord in Jerusalem.
30

 

Without any Biblical statement in support, the WTS says that it was at this moment, in the seventh 
month, that the “70 Years” ended. The WTS says this despite Ezra’s and Jeremiah’s statements that 

the decreed 70 years of servitude to Babylon had ended when Cyrus, the Anointed One, defeated the 

Babylonians. 

So they set the altar up on its former site, despite their fear of the peoples of the 

surrounding lands, and they began offering up burnt sacrifices to Jehovah on it, the 

morning and the evening burnt sacrifices. 

Then they held the Festival of Booths according to what is written, and day by day 
they offered up the specified number of burnt sacrifices that were required each day. 

Afterward they offered up the regular burnt offering and the offerings for the new 

moons and those for all the sanctified festival seasons of Jehovah, as well as those 
from everyone who willingly offered a voluntary offering to Jehovah. From the first 

day of the seventh month they started to offer up burnt sacrifices to Jehovah, though 

the foundation of Jehovah’s temple had not yet been laid.
31

 

Thus no one knows exactly when Cyrus released the captives, how long they took to prepare, how 
long it took them to reach Judah and then to each town and village, how long it took for them to settle 

down, nor how long it took them then to reach Jerusalem. The land was well and truly fully settled 

before the WTS ends its “70 years” 

 

 

 

                                                   
27

 Jeremiah 29:10, NWT, 2013 
28 Led by Jehoiachin’s descendants 
29 Ezra 2:68, 70, NWT, 2013 
30 Ezra 3:1, NWT, 2013 
31 Ezra 3:3-6, NWT, 2013 



4. In 607 BCE God’s rulership began to be “trampled by the nations” 

30 

How chronologists and historians calculate the date of Babylon’s fall 
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The dates used by the WTS to arrive at “1914” 
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Exit into Egypt (start of the WTS’s “70 years”) 

The WTS says that the “70 years” began at the moment the last Jews entered Egypt, and that this final 

exodus took place in the 7th Jewish month (Tishri) of 607 BCE. The Bible actually says that Gedaliah 
was murdered in the 7th month but it is not specific as to the time between Gedaliah’s murder and the 

Exodus into Egypt. 

And in the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah son of Elishama, who was of 

the royal line, came with ten other men, and they struck down Gedaliah and he died, 
along with the Jews and the Chaldeans who were with him in Mizpah. After that all 

the people, from small to great, including the army chiefs, rose up and went to Egypt, 

for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.
32

 

The WTS says this border crossing marked the start of the “70 years” during which time the land was 

without men or animals. Most inconsistently, the WTS does not end its “70 years” at the moment 

when a nation crossed the border and entered Judah (Yehud). 

 
The Watchtower, October 1, 2011, page 28 

The expression “without man or animals” needs to be understood in the way that the ancients who 

wrote it meant it to be understood. Writing before Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem
33

, the people 

said that it was already “without men or animals” – because the land had been “handed over to the 

Babylonians”. 

Once more fields will be bought in this land of which you say, “It is a desolate waste, 

without men or animals, for it has been handed over to the Babylonians”.
34

 

“This is what the LORD says: `You say about this place, “It is a desolate waste, 
without men or animals.” . . . The towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are 

deserted, inhabited by neither men nor animals’. 
35

 

                                                   
32 Jeremiah 25:25-26, NWT, 2013 
33 Jeremiah 32:28,36; 33:4-5 
34 Jeremiah 32: 43 (NIV) 
35 Jeremiah 33: 10 (NIV) 



4. In 607 BCE God’s rulership began to be “trampled by the nations” 

33 

This form of poetic exaggeration is today termed “hyperbole”. The kingdom lacked order and 

discipline, organised society and structure.  It was devastated in that God’s people no longer had 
organised control over it, and it now belonged to the Babylonians.  There were no pastures where 

shepherds could rest their flocks.
36

 

The WTS’s “2520 years” does not start at the same time as their “70 years” 

But this does not start the WTS’s “2,520 years of Gentile rule”. The WTS says this happened when 

the last Davidic king was removed from the throne. Jerusalem was destroyed by Babylon in the 5th 
month and the WTS says this also marked the moment when “Jehovah’s throne ‘became vacant’”. 

How and when did God’s rulership begin to be “trampled on by the nations”? This 

happened in 607 B.C.E. when Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians. 
“Jehovah’s throne” became vacant, and the line of kings who descended from David 

was interrupted. (2 Kings 25:1-26)
37

 

Jeremiah is very clear that Jerusalem fell in the 5th month. 

Jerusalem went into exile in the fifth month.
38

 

In the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the chief of the guard, who was 

an attendant of the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. He burned down the house 

of Jehovah, the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; he also burned down 

every large house. And the walls surrounding Jerusalem were pulled down by the 

entire Chaldean army that was with the chief of the guard.
39

 

Even though Jeremiah explicitly says this occurred in the 5th month (August), even though Jeremiah 

says the exodus into Egypt took place after the 7th month (October), even though the WTS says there 

was a 2 month gap between these events, even then the WTS says that Jerusalem fell in October, 
which is the 7th month. Surely in a position as critical to the WTS as this is, they need to get their 

own house in order. 

The 2,520 years began in October 607 B.C.E., when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians 

and the Davidic king was taken off his throne.
40

 

Presumably the significant event took place when the “king’s house” was burned down because 

Zedekiah was not killed immediately by the Babylonians but only blinded, and several decades later 

King Jehoiachin enjoyed an elevated position: 

And in the 37th year of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, in the 12th month, on 

the 27th day of the month, King Evilmerodach of Babylon, in the year he became 

king, released King Jehoiachin of Judah from prison. He spoke kindly with him and 

put his throne higher than the thrones of the other kings who were with him in 
Babylon.

41
 

Jehoiachin’s descendants led the returnees from captivity does not deter the WTS from saying that the 

destruction marked end of the Davidic kingdom. On that basis, their 2520 years ended on the 5th 
Jewish month of 1914 (August), not on the 7th Jewish month (October). This impacts their date of 1 

October 1914 as marking the end of Gentile rule. 

The number of years between the destruction and the exodus is unknown 

The period between the destruction of Jerusalem and the exodus into Egypt could quite easily have 
been as long as 4 years. 

                                                   
36 Jeremiah 33: 12 
37

 What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 216 
38 Jeremiah 1:3, NWT, 2013 
39 Jeremiah 52:12-14, NWT, 2013 
40 What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 217 
41 Jeremiah 52:27-28, NWT, 2013 
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5. REMOVE THE TURBAN, TAKE OFF THE CROWN UNTIL CHRIST JESUS COMES 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, pages 216-217 

Ezekiel was taken captive when Babylon removed Jehoiachin from the throne (2 Kings 24:11-12). 
Babylonian practise was to remove people of influence and power, the upper echelon, the military 

leaders. Ezekiel began his prophetic ministry five years later (Eze. 1:2) and thirteen of Ezekiel’s 

messages are dated precisely to the day, month and year of King Jehoiachin’s exile to Babylon.
42

 

Ezekiel’s focus was on Jehoiachin, not on his successor, Zedekiah, whom he described as “wicked 
chieftain of Israel”. 

“But your day has come, O fatally wounded, wicked chieftain of Israel, the time of 

your final punishment. This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Remove the 
turban, and take off the crown. This will not remain the same. Raise up the low one, 

and bring low the high one. A ruin, a ruin, a ruin I will make it. And it will not 

belong to anyone until the one who has the legal right comes, and I will give it to 

him.’ (mg references of the NWT (2013): Ps 2:6, 8; Da 7:13,14; Lu 22:29)
43

 

Given Ezekiel’s attitudes towards Jehoiachin and to Zedekiah, there would be little doubt at what he 

wanted his community to understand when he told them: Raise up the low one, and bring low the 

high one. 

The one being held low in a Babylonian prison was Jehoiachin, whom Ezekiel believed held the right 

to the throne, whereas the high one was Zedekiah, for whom Ezekiel held the greatest contempt; he 

was the “wicked chieftain of Israel”. Little wonder Ezekiel wrote: “This will not remain the same” – 
he was anticipating change that would see the low one (Jehoiachin) return to power. 

No NT reference to Ezekiel 21 

The sole marginal NT reference given by the NWT is Luke 22:29-30: 

I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a 

kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, and sit on 
thrones to judge the 12 tribes of Israel.

44
 

This reference is neither a quotation of Ezekiel 21 nor an allusion to it, and it describes a judgment 

that is limited to the “12 tribes of Israel”. The angel told Mary that her child’s rule was limited to “the 
house of Jacob”

45
. 

There is no direct NT citation of Ezekiel 21:26-27, only allusions which reference the high being 

brought low and the low being exalted (for example: Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:10-11). 

The WTS’s determination that it refers to Jesus and to 1914 is an imposition forced upon the text in 

Ezekiel by the WTS’s predetermined conclusion. This is reading meaning into the text (eisegesis) – 

based upon prior bias – but it is not a process in which the actual meaning of the text is drawn out of it 

(exegesis), giving due regard to the original contexts. 

 

                                                   
42 Other prophecies were directed at Egypt, not at Jerusalem. 
43 Ezekiel 21:25-27, NWT, 2013 
44 Luke 22:29-30, NWT, 2013 
45 Matthew 1:33 
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7. SYMBOLIC TREE REPRESENTS GOD’S INTERRUPTED RULERSHIP 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 217 

“Trees sometimes represent rulership” 

A tree may at times represent a rulership. A tree represents a nation at Ezekiel 17
46

; a tree represents a 
nation at Ezekiel 31; and at Daniel 4 a tree also represents a nation – the mighty, powerful Babylon. 

I saw a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was enormous. The tree grew and 

became strong, and its top reached the heavens, and it was visible to the ends of the 

whole earth. Its foliage was beautiful, and its fruit was abundant, and there was food 

on it for all. Beneath it the beasts of the field would seek shade, and on its branches 

the birds of the heavens would dwell, and all creatures would feed from it.
47

 

There is no doubt about whom or what this tree represented: 

[Daniel] answered, “O my lord … The tree that you saw … it is you, O king, because 

you have grown great and become strong, and your grandeur has grown and reached 

to the heavens, and your rulership to the ends of the earth.”
48

 

There is no ambiguity. The tree was a symbol of Nebuchadnezzar’s rulership. 

[Nebuchadnezzar] saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from the heavens. He 

called out loudly: “Chop down the tree, cut off its branches, shake off its leaves, and 

scatter its fruit! Let the beasts flee from beneath it, and the birds from its branches. 

But leave the stump with its roots in the ground, with a banding of iron and of copper, 

among the grass of the field. Let it be wet with the dew of the heavens, and let its 

portion be with the beasts among the vegetation of the earth. 

Let its heart be changed from that of a human, and let it be given the heart of a beast, 

and let seven times pass over it. 

This is by the decree of watchers, and the request is by the word of the holy ones.
49

 

There is no doubt about what this meant: 

This is the interpretation, O king; it is the decree of the Most High that must befall 

my lord the king. You will be driven away from among men, and your dwelling will 

be with the beasts of the field, and you will be given vegetation to eat just like bulls; 
and you will become wet with the dew of the heavens, and seven times will pass over 

you.
50

 

There is no ambiguity. The dream was to be fulfilled in and on Nebuchadnezzar. And it was. 

 

 

                                                   
46 For one Jewish interpretation, see Ezekiel: Hebrew Text and English Translation with an Introduction and 

Commentary pages 100-107, by Rabbi Dr S. Fisch, revised by Rabbi A. Rosenberg, The Soncino Press, 1994 
47 Daniel 4:10-12, NWT, 2013 
48 Daniel 4:19-20, 22, NWT, 2013 
49 Daniel 4:13-17, NWT, 2013 
50 Daniel 4:24-25, NWT, 2013 
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Purpose of the story 

The moral of the story is clearly set out: 

So that people living may know that the Most High is Ruler in the kingdom of 

mankind and that he gives it to whomever he wants, and he sets up over it even the 

lowliest of men.
51

 

Twelve months later, Nebuchadnezzar’s pride resulted in the dream being fulfilled on him: 

The king was saying: “Is this not Babylon the Great that I myself have built for the 
royal house by my own strength and might and for the glory of my majesty?” 

While the word was yet in the king’s mouth, a voice came down from the heavens: 

“To you it is being said, O King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘The kingdom has gone away from 
you, and from mankind you are being driven away. With the beasts of the field your 

dwelling will be, and you will be given vegetation to eat just like bulls, and seven 

times will pass over you, until you know that the Most High is Ruler in the kingdom 

of mankind and that he grants it to whomever he wants.’”
52

 

When Nebuchadnezzar came to his senses, he confirmed the story’s moral: 

I [Nebuchadnezzar] praised the Most High, and to the One living forever I gave praise 

and glory, because his rulership is an everlasting rulership and his kingdom is for 

generation after generation.
53

 

In contrast to Nebuchadnezzar’s temporary and interrupted rulership, God’s rulership is 

everlasting. 

A contrast with God’s rulership, not a symbol of it 

The outcome of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is not a further symbol of yet another rulership, let alone 

having him a type of God’s rulership. There is no Scriptural warrant for making the tree’s experience 

or Nebuchadnezzar’s experience the symbol (or type). Where Scripture is silent, then so must its 
reader and its exegete. The WTS would be wise to follow its own counsel: 

Humans cannot know which Bible accounts are shadows of things to come and which 

are not. The clearest course is this: Where the Scriptures teach that an individual, an 

event, or an object is typical of something else, we accept it as such. Otherwise, we 
ought to be reluctant to assign an antitypical application to a certain person or account 

if there is no specific Scriptural basis for doing so. 

At Daniel 4, the tree indicated that Nebuchadnezzar’s rulership would be held secure for him while he 
entered a demented animal-like state. No statement is made in Scripture that the outcome upon the 

tree and upon Nebuchadnezzar indicated that God’s rulership would be held secure while the ruler of 

God’s kingdom entered a demented animal-like state. 

The larger context of Daniel 

The following illustration shows the relationships of Daniel chapters 2,3, and 4. It shows the total 
focus on Nebuchadnezzar, that the theme relates to him alone. The dream was fulfilled in 

Nebuchadnezzar. At its conclusion, the same man resumed his rulership after he acknowledged that 

he held his position only because of God’s ongoing rulership before, during and following his low 
state. 

There is no idea that the heathen king Nebuchadnezzar symbolised God’s rulership. Babylon is not 

the symbol of God’s rulership. 
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The relationship between Chapters 2, 3, and 4 of Daniel 
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8. THE “TRAMPLING” WOULD COVER 2520 YEARS 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 217 

The vision served notice that Nebuchadnezzar – not Jerusalem – would be debased for “seven times”. 

Seven times will pass over you [Nebuchadnezzar], until you know that the Most High 

is Ruler in the kingdom of mankind and that he grants it to whomever he wants.
54

 

To explain what “seven times” meant in Babylon, what Nebuchadnezzar experienced in the 6th 

century BCE, the WTS leaps 700 years forward to eke out that it was not “seven years” but 2,520 

days. No Babylonian calendar would produce 7 years lasting 2,520 days. Some of the years in the 19-

year cycle had added months, not fewer. A sequence of modern years with 365 days results in 2,555 
days, plus the occasional leap day. 

The WTS needs Nebuchadnezzar’s debasement to have lasted 2,520 days. Thus each of the seven 

years would be 360 days long. The WTS would be so proud and keen to display such a calendar in use 
in Babylon at that time. The silence thunders. 

The WTS leaps across time and context to Revelation 12. The first passage says: 

And she gave birth to a son, a male, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron 
rod. And her child was snatched away to God and to his throne. And the woman fled 

into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God and where they would 

feed her for 1,260 days. And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels battled 

with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled but they did not prevail, nor 
was a place found for them any longer in heaven. So down the great dragon was 

hurled.
55

 

The second reference at Revelation 12 given by the WTS: 

When the dragon saw that it had been hurled down to the earth, it persecuted the 

woman who gave birth to the male child. But the two wings of the great eagle were 

given to the woman, so that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she 

is to be fed for a time and times and half a time away from the face of the serpent.
56

 

So this symbolic woman is fed for 1,260 days, a period that is equivalent to a time and times and half 

a time. In WTS eschatology, how long is this period when it is fulfilled? Does the WTS convert this 

to 3½ years that are each 365 days long or 360 days long? Or as 1,260 years lasting 365 days or 360 
days each? 

Since God’s rulership was “trampled” for longer than 2,520 days (about a month short of 3½ years) 

the WTS is caught in a bind: either its model is wrong or wriggling is required.  So it leaps back to 
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Moses, from one end of the Bible to its beginning, to the Book of Numbers. But unfortunately, not to 

a prophecy, let alone an eschatological one. It was a punishment for disobedience, not a principle for 
interpreting predictive prophecies, let alone one that is set 600 years later, and in Babylon 

Now your sons will become shepherds in the wilderness 40 years, and they will have 

to answer for your acts of unfaithfulness until the last one of your corpses falls in the 

wilderness. According to the number of the days that you spied out the land, 40 days, 
a day for a year, a day for a year, you will answer for your errors 40 years, for you 

will know what it means to oppose me.
57

 

The second evidence for extending a “day” to mean a “year” – not something it does with say the 
“day” at Genesis 1 or with the “1,260 days” or the “1000 years” at Revelation – is Ezekiel. This is 

more promising for the WTS, given the 6th century BCE timing of Daniel and Ezekiel as well as the 

common context of the Babylonian Captivity. 

The mystic Ezekiel is given instructions just before the final destruction of Jerusalem: 

And you, son of man, take a brick and put it in front of you. Engrave on it a city—

Jerusalem. Lay siege to it, build a siege wall against it, raise up a siege rampart 

against it, set up camps against it, and surround it with battering rams. Take an iron 
griddle and place it as an iron wall between you and the city. Then set your face 

against it, and it will be under siege; you are to besiege it. This is a sign to the house 

of Israel. 

Then you should lie on your left side and lay the guilt of the house of Israel on 

yourself. You will carry their guilt for the number of days that you lie on your side. 

And I will impose on you 390 days, corresponding to the years of their guilt, and you 
will carry the guilt of the house of Israel. And you must complete them. 

Then for a second time you will lie down, on your right side, and you will carry the 

guilt of the house of Judah for 40 days. A day for a year, a day for a year, is what I 

have given you. And you will turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem with your 
arm bared, and you must prophesy against it. 

Look! I will tie you with ropes so that you cannot turn from your one side to your 

other side until you have completed the days of your siege.
58

 

Once more this describes a punishment for past sins, not a prophecy, let alone eschatological. 

Ezekiel’s narrative is likely loosely based on the record at Numbers, and in both instances the 

recipients of the messages from God – God’s people, not a heathen monarch – were punished because 

of the past sins of others, and in both instances the sinners were God’s people. 

Is there another place where the WTS applies “a-day-really-means-one-year” to a Biblical prophecy? 

It could not resort to Daniel 9:24-26 (the “70 weeks of years”) and it certainly would not dare mention 

Jeremiah 25:12 (the “70 years”). Just imagine! 
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9. “THE PERIOD ENDED IN OCTOBER 1914” 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 217 

This present Study has exhaustively examined each stage of the WTS’s attempt to arrive at its 
predetermined conclusion of “1914”. The WTS has failed every examination, on chronology, 

exegesis, history, and on every other ground. 

There has been no audible voice of God thunder from on high, saying that Jesus was installed in 
heaven in 1914. Every date that the WTS has proclaimed, whether it be 1874, 1878, 1910, 1914, 

1918, 1919, 1925, 1975, and any other, has failed. The WTS glosses over its mistakes, mistakes that 

have cost innocent people so dearly, often with financial and emotional ruin. 

The lesson that history teaches is that people do nt learn the lesson that history teaches. 

The WTS is one of innumerable voices strewn throughout history. They come and as time passes 

these voices fade into history, only to be replaced again and again. 

The most significant date for the WTS is 1919. This is the date when Jehovah and Jesus selected the 
WTS to be the sole representative on earth for the government of God that was set up in 1914. 

That requires “one day” of predictive eschatological prophecy to mean “one day”. But to get there the 

WTS had to have “one day” mean “one year”. The end colours their reasoning. 
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10. “PRESENCE” HAS BEEN MARKED BY DRAMATIC WORLD DEVELOPMENTS 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 218 

Beware of deceivers 

When the disciples told Jesus how much they marvelled at the splendour of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
he told them that the time would come when none of its stones would be left standing upon another. 

Imagine their amazement! When they asked Jesus when this would happen, they linked this 

unbelievable event with “the end of the age”. 

“Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of 

the conclusion of the age?”
 59

 

Before he answered, Jesus warned them against deceivers: 

“Look out that nobody misleads you, for many will come on the basis of my name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ (Anointed),’ and will mislead many.”
60

 

The word “anointed” appears 56 times in The Watchtower (Study Edition), 15 July 2013 and it 

appears 89 times in The Watchtower (Study Edition), 15 March 2015. This warning to be on the watch 
for deceivers who say they are “Anointed” is repeated in Jesus’ discourse.

61
 Continuing, Jesus told 

them: 

“You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for 
these things must take place, but the end is not yet.”

62
 

Deceivers would come, claiming to be Anointed (Christ), alarming people about wars. Jesus warned 

his followers not to be alarmed by such deceivers. This was not the end sign they sought. Instead of 
being signs, such things must happen because nations and kingdoms would keep fighting one another, 

and there would be famines, earthquakes, and pestilence in various places, but these were not 

indications of an end, but of birth pangs. 

For [because] nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there 
will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.

63
 

All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress.
64

 

Jesus did not point to the size, extent or the number of casualties. Rather, he pointed to deceivers who 
would use these as signs of the end. 

Did Jesus answer his disciples’ questions? Of course he did! After warning them to beware of 

deceivers, Jesus gave his disciples the sign that would tell them when the Temple of Jerusalem was 

about to be destroyed: 
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“When you catch sight of the disgusting thing that causes desolation, as spoken about 

by Daniel the prophet, standing in a holy place (let the reader use discernment), then 
let those in Judea begin fleeing to the mountains. Let the man on the housetop not 

come down to take the goods out of his house, and let the man in the field not return 

to pick up his outer garment. Woe to the pregnant women and those nursing a baby in 

those days! Keep praying that your flight may not occur in wintertime nor on the 
Sabbath day.”

65
 

Matthew 24:1-8 (New International Version) 

Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call 

his attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the 
truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” As 

Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell 

us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and 
of the end of the age?” 

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and 

rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning 

of birth pains. 

Mark 13:1-8 (New International Version) 

As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What 

massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 

“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left 
on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John 

and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what 

will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” 

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. When you hear of wars and 

rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to 
come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 

earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

Luke 21:5-11 (New International Version) 

Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 

beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, “As for what you see 
here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them 

will be thrown down.” 

“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign 
that they are about to take place?” 

He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 

When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must 

happen first, but the end will not come right away.” Then he said to them: “Nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 

earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great 
signs from heaven.” 
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Dramatic world developments 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 218 

Jesus did not use the word “developments”. He never mentioned size, number of casualties, length or 

any other factor. Nor did Jesus make a “prediction” about wars and such. Rather, he was protecting 
his four disciples by telling them that wars would continue because nations would fight, so they 

needed to ignore those Christs (Anointed Ones) who would wish to make use of them. 

In any case, no “development” marks out 1914. Facts do not support the WTS contentions, whether 
regarding war, famine, earthquakes, or pestilence. Standards and expectations have been raised so 

high that such events stand out as unacceptable so that they bear reporting by the world’s media. 

Since the data do not point 1914, the following focuses on just one aspect: wars and conflicts. 

The Long Peace: Steven Pinker 

YouTube presentations 

https://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_on_the_myth_of_violence?language=en Steven Pinker: The 

surprising decline in violence, accessed 23 December 2014. 

http://youtu.be/o5X2-i_poNU Prof. Steven Pinker - The Better Angels of Our Nature: A History of 
Violence and Humanity (The University of Edinburgh), accessed 23 December 2014. 

http://youtu.be/uG0BpS6AUZ4 Steven Pinker & Charlie Rose - “The Better Angels of Our Nature”, 

accessed 23 December 2014. 

Great War not the most significant 

When one corrects for the availability bias and the 20th-century population explosion 
by rooting around in history books and scaling the death tolls by the world population 

at the time, one comes across many wars and massacres that could hold their head 

high among 20th-century atrocities. The [following] table is a list from White called 

“(Possibly) The Twenty (or so) Worst Things People Have Done to Each Other.” [See 
http://necrometrics.com/pre1700a.htm 

66
] 

Each death toll is the median or mode of the figures cited in a large number of 

histories and encyclopedias. They include not just deaths on the battlefield but 
indirect deaths of civilians from starvation and disease; they are thus considerably 

higher than estimates of battlefield casualties, though consistently so for both recent 

and ancient events. I have added two columns that scale the death tolls and adjust the 
rankings to what they would be if the world at the time had had the population it did 

in the middle of the 20th century. 

First of all: had you even heard of all of them? (I hadn’t.) Second, did you know there 

were five wars and four atrocities before World War I that killed more people than 
that war? I suspect many readers will also be surprised to learn that of the twenty-one 

worst things that people have ever done to each other (that we know of), fourteen 

were in centuries before the 20th. 

And all this pertains to absolute numbers. When you scale by population size, only 

one of the 20th century’s atrocities even makes the top ten. 
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The worst atrocity of all time was the An Lushan Revolt and Civil War, an eight-year 

rebellion during China’s Tang Dynasty that, according to censuses, resulted in the 
loss of two-thirds of the empire’s population, a sixth of the world’s population at the 

time.
67

 

 
                                                   
67

 The Better Angels Of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined, page 194, by Steven Pinker, Penguin Books, 

2011 



10. “Presence” has been marked by dramatic world developments 

55 

Which war killed the highest proportion of British soldiers? 

The English Civil War (or the ‘War of the Three Nations’ as historians now call it). 

In the seven years between 1642 and 1649, a staggering one in ten of the adult male 

population died, more than three times the proportion that died in the First World War 
and five times the proportion who died in the Second World War. 

The total UK population in 1642 is estimated at five million, of whom roughly two 

million were men of fighting age: 85,000 died on the battlefield, another 100,000 died 
of their wounds or of disease. The war was the biggest military mobilisation in 

English history with a quarter of those eligible to fight finding themselves in uniform. 

In Ireland, things were even worse as the Civil War merged into a doomed battle for 

independence. Some historians calculate that half the Irish population had perished by 
the end of Cromwell’s expedition in 1653.

68
 

 

“Zero is the number” 

Zero is the number that applies to an astonishing collection of categories of war 

during the two-thirds of a century that has elapsed since the end of the deadliest war 
of all time. 

• Zero is the number of times that nuclear weapons have been used in conflict. Five 

great powers possess them, and all of them have waged wars. Yet no nuclear 
device has been set off in anger. It’s not just that the great powers avoided the 

mutual suicide of an all-out nuclear war. They also avoided using the smaller, 

“tactical” nuclear weapons, many of them comparable to conventional explosives, 
on the battlefield or in the bombing of enemy facilities. [The Better Angels of Our 

Nature, Steven Pinker, page 249] 

• Zero is the number of times that the two Cold War superpowers fought each other 

on the battlefield. [Pinker, page 250] 

• Zero is the number of times that any of the great powers have fought each other 

since 1953 (or perhaps even 1945, since many political scientists don’t admit 

China to the club of great powers until after the Korean War). The war-free 
interval since 1953 handily breaks the previous two records from the 19th century 

of 38 and 44 years. In fact, as of May 15, 1984, the major powers of the world 

had remained at peace with one another for the longest stretch of time since the 

Roman Empire. Not since the 2nd century BCE, when Teutonic tribes challenged 
the Romans, has a comparable interval passed without an army crossing the 

Rhine. [Pinker, page 250] 

• Zero is the number of interstate wars that have been fought between countries in 
Western Europe since the end of World War II. It is also the number of interstate 

wars that have been fought in Europe as a whole since 1956, when the Soviet 

Union briefly invaded Hungary. Keep in mind that up until that point, European 
states had started around two new armed conflicts a year since 1400. [Pinker, 

pages 250-251] 

• Zero is the number of interstate wars that have been fought since 1945 between 

major developed countries (the forty-four with the highest per capita income) 
anywhere in the world (again, with the exception of the 1956 Hungarian invasion. 

[Pinker, page 251] 
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• Zero is the number of developed countries that have expanded their territory since 

the late 1940s by conquering another country. [Pinker, page 251] 

• Zero is also the number of times that any country has conquered even parts of 

some other country since 1975, and it is not far from the number of permanent 

conquests since 1948. In fact, the process of great power aggrandizement went 

into reverse. In what has been called “the greatest transfer of power in world 
history,” European countries surrendered vast swaths of territory as they closed 

down their empires and granted independence to colonies, sometimes peacefully, 

sometimes because they had lost the will to prevail in colonial wars. [Pinker, page 
251] 

• Zero is the number of internationally recognized states since World War II that 

have gone out of existence through conquest. (South Vietnam may be the 
exception, depending on whether its unification with North Vietnam in 1975 is 

counted as a conquest or as the end of an internationalized civil war.) During the 

first half of the 20th century, by comparison, twenty-two states were occupied or 

absorbed, at a time when the world had far fewer states to begin with. Though 
scores of nations have gained independence since 1945, and several have broken 

apart, most of the lines on a world map of 1950 are still present on a world map in 

2010. This too is an extraordinary development in a world in which rulers used to 
treat imperial expansion as part of their job description. [Pinker, page 251] 

In 1988 the political scientist Robert Jervis captured the phenomenon they were all 

noticing: “The most striking characteristic of the post-war period is just that—it can 
be called “post-war” because the major powers have not fought each other since 1945. 

Such a lengthy period of peace among the most powerful states is unprecedented.” 

[page 253] 

Precocious assessments of the obsolescence of interstate war are especially poignant 
when they come from military historians. These are the scholars who have spent their 

lives immersed in the annals of warfare and should be most jaded about the possibility 

that this time it’s different. In his magnum opus A History of Warfare, John Keegan 
(the military historian who is so habitually called “distinguished” that one could be 

forgiven for thinking it is part of his name) wrote in 1993: “War, it seems to me, after 

a lifetime of reading about the subject, mingling with men of war, visiting the sites of 

war and observing its effects, may well be ceasing to commend itself to human beings 
as a desirable or productive, let alone rational, means of reconciling their 

discontents.” 

The equally distinguished Michael Howard had already written, in 1991: “[It has 
become] quite possible that war in the sense of major, organized armed conflict 

between highly developed societies may not recur, and that a stable framework for 

international order will become firmly established.” 

And the no-less-distinguished Evan Luard, our guide to six centuries of war, had 

written still earlier, in 1986: “Most startling of all has been the change that has come 

about in Europe, where there has been a virtual cessation of international warfare. … 

Given the scale and frequency of war during the preceding centuries in Europe, this is 
a change of spectacular proportions: perhaps the single most striking discontinuity 

that the history of warfare has anywhere provided.” 

More than two decades later, none of them would have a reason to change his 
assessment. [Pinker, page 254] 
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Percentage of territorial wars resulting in the redistribution of territory, 1651-
2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 259 

 

100 worst wars and atrocities in human history 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 197 

[Note that the vertical (Y) axis is a logarithmic scale, not linear] 
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Percentage of years in which the great powers fought one another, 1500-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 224 

One indication of the impact of war in different eras is the percentage of time that 
people had to endure wars between great powers, with their disruptions, sacrifices, 

and changes in priorities. Figure 5-12 [above] shows the percentage of years in each 

quarter-century that saw the great powers of the day at war. 

In two of the early quarter-centuries (1550-75 and 1625-50), the line bumps up 

against the ceiling: great powers fought each other in all 25 of the 25 years. These 

periods were saturated with the horrendous European Wars of Religion, including the 

First Huguenot War and the Thirty Years’ War. From there the trend is unmistakably 
downward. [Pinker, pages 224-225] 

 

Frequency of wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 225 

Figure 5-13 [above] plots how many wars were fought in each quarter-century. Once 
again we see a decline over the five centuries: the great powers have become less and 

less likely to fall into wars. [Pinker, page 225] 
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Duration of wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 226 

Figure 5-14 [above] shows how long, on average, these wars dragged on. Once again 
the trend is downward, though with a spike around the middle of the 17th century. 

[Pinker, pages 225-226] 

 

Deaths in wars involving the great powers, 1500-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 227 

[Note that the vertical (Y) axis is a logarithmic scale, not linear] 

Figure 5-15 [above] plots the log of the number of battle deaths in the wars fought by 

at least one great power. The loss of life rises from 1500 through the beginning of the 

19th century, bounces downward in the rest of that century, resumes its climb through 
the two world wars, and then plunges precipitously during the second half of the 20th 

century. [Pinker, page 226] 
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Concentration of deaths involving the great powers, 1500-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 227 

[Note that the vertical (Y) axis is not linear] 

In this graph [shown above], the steady increase in the deadliness of great power wars 

through [to] World War II is more apparent, because it is not hidden by the paucity of 

those wars in the later 19th century. What is striking about the latter half of the 20th 
century is the sudden reversal of the criss-crossing trends of the 450 years preceding 

it. The late 20th century was unique in seeing declines both in the number of great 

power wars and in the killing power of each one—a pair of downslopes that captures 
the war-aversion of the Long Peace. [Pinker, pages 226, 228] 

 

Conflicts per year in Greater Europe, 1400-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 229 

Tallies [of deadly quarrels great and small], plotted in figure 5-17 [shown above], 
offer an independent view of the history of war in Europe. Once again we see a 

decline in one of the dimensions of armed conflict: how often they break out. When 

the story begins in 1400, European states were starting conflicts at a rate of more than 
three a year. That rate has caromed downward to virtually none in Western Europe 
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and to less than one conflict per year in Eastern Europe. Even that bounce is a bit 

misleading, because half of the conflicts were in countries that are coded in the 
dataset as “Europe” only because they were once part of the Ottoman or Soviet 

Empire; today they are usually classified as Middle Eastern or Central and South 

Asian (for example, conflicts in Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Dagestan, and 

Armenia). The other Eastern European conflicts were in former republics of 
Yugoslavia or the Soviet Union. These regions—Yugoslavia, Russia/USSR, and 

Turkey—were also responsible for the spike of European conflicts in the first quarter 

of the 20th century. [page 229] 

 

Rate of death in conflicts in greater Europe, 1400-2000 

 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 230 

Figure 5-18 presents this maximalist (albeit tentative) picture of the history of violent 

conflict in Europe: The scaling by population size did not eliminate an overall upward 

trend through 1950, which shows that Europe’s ability to kill people outpaced its 

ability to breed more of them. But what really pops out of the graph are three 
hemoclysms

69
. Other than the quarter-century containing World War II, the most 

deadly time to have been alive in Europe was during the Wars of Religion in the early 

17th century, followed by the quarter with World War I, then the period of the French 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. 

The career of organized violence in Europe, then, looks something like this. There 

was a low but steady baseline of conflicts from 1400 to 1600, followed by the 
bloodbath of the Wars of Religion, a bumpy decline through 1775 followed by the 

French troubles, a noticeable lull in the middle and late 19th century, and then, after 

the 20th-century Hemoclysm, the unprecedented ground-hugging levels of the Long 

Peace. [pages 230-231] 

 

                                                   
69 Hemoclysm: A violent and bloody conflict, a bloodbath; specifically (chiefly with capital initial), the period 

of the mid-twentieth century encompassing both world wars. [from 20th c.]. Origin: Coined by Matthew White, 

from hemo- + Ancient Greek κλυσμός (klusmos, “wash; flood”). (http://www.yourdictionary.com/hemoclysm 

accessed 27 December 2014) 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/hemoclysm
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11. THE LAST DAYS 

 
What Does the Bible Really Teach?, page 218 (2014) 

At 2 Timothy, he is warned to beware of people  

having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power. … learning and yet 
never able to come to an accurate knowledge of truth.

70
 

The writer lists characteristics of these religious deceivers: 

 lovers of themselves, 

 lovers of money, 

 boastful, 

 haughty, 

 blasphemers, 

 disobedient to parents, 

 unthankful, 

 disloyal, 

 having no natural affection, 

 not open to any agreement, 

 slanderers, 

 without self-control, 

 fierce, 

 without love of goodness, 

 betrayers, 

 headstrong, 

 puffed up with pride, 

 lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God.
71

 

He is advised: 

from these turn away.
72

 

Timothy is being advised that he will need to be on the watch for such people. It is something that lay 

ahead of him; otherwise there is no point in giving him that message. 

But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.
73

 

While these people will arise in the future, this does not mean that this warning refers to people living 

almost 2000 years in the future. A search of the www with phrases such as 

 Paul eschatology 

 Pauline eschatology 

 Apostle of the Last Days 

accesses the wide range of studies and books which expose the shallowness of the WTS’s offerings. 

                                                   
70 2 Tim. 3:1, 7, NWT, 2013 
71 2 Tim. 3:2-4, NWT, 2013 
72 2 Tim. 3:5, NWT, 2013 
73 2 Tim. 3:1, NWT, 2013 
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While the subject of Paul and eschatology lies beyond the scope of this present Study, it is clear that 

although he saw the final culmination as in the future, he believed that it was close at hand. The 
following excerpt is from a very thoughtful and thorough theologian, Herman Ridderbos: 

In view of the important place the future expectation occupies in Paul’s preaching and 

the actual significance he ascribes to it, it is no wonder that the query as to the 

eschatological perspective in a temporal respect has frequently been raised. In so 
doing the question in particular that has been dealt with repeatedly is whether he 

considered the parousia of the Lord as an event still to be experienced by him, or by 

his generation, and proceeds from that idea in his epistles. It is not a matter of a 
simple yes or no answer to this specific question, but above all of that which is closely 

bound up with it as to how Paul viewed the present life and its development in the 

light of the coming parousia. 

Now in our opinion it is difficult to doubt that not only the ancient Christian 

church, but Paul, too, in the epistles that have come down to us, did not make 

allowance for a centuries-long continuing development of the present world order. 

The manner in which he speaks, for example, in Romans 13:11 ff., of the approaching 
of salvation (that is to say, the parousia of Christ — “salvation is nearer to us now 

than when we first believed”) points to the fact that the apostle did not expect 

Christ’s coming to be in the distant future. 

This may also appear from the words of Philippians 4:5, likewise to be understood to 

a temporal effect: “The Lord is at hand.” Further, reference is to be made to the 

pronouncement in 1 Corinthians 7:29: “I mean this, brethren, the time is short.” In 
view of what follows this, in which the church is exhorted not to cling to the present 

life, because “the outward form of this world” is passing away (vv. 29ff.), the 

“shortness” of the time is to be taken as the remaining temporal duration of this world 

and not merely of the individual life of believers.
74

 

                                                   
74 Paul: An Outline of His Theology, page 489, by Herman Ridderbos, Eerdmans, 1975 (emphases supplied) 
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