
JWD member, 

Over the past several months, I have been assembling a Study dealing with the life and times of Satan, 

the Devil. It is my intention to release the First Draft in a few weeks. 

I have provided the Draft of the last Chapter at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Pages_174-200.pdf  

This Chapter deals with Satan in the 20th and 21st centuries. As such, it is the tail at the end of the 

dog. You do not know what the body looks like, so there will be loose ends. 

Nevertheless, I am seeking your suggestions as well as your corrections. 

This Chapter includes a Section with quotations on Satan/Devil/demons by the Watchtower Society 

[WTS]. Please tell me: 

(1) Am I presenting the WTS correctly or have I made mistakes? 

(2) Are there better quotations that I should consider as replacements? 

(3) Are there additional quotations that I should consider? 

If you have suggested replacements or additional passages, you need to provide me with accurate and 

comprehensive details of the passage and its source. 

You can respond via the thread at JWD or email me directly at: 

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au 

Thank you, 

 

Doug 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Pages_174-200.pdf
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SATAN IN THE 20TH AND 21ST CENTURIES 
Satanic and demonic powers are blamed for many recent atrocities 

Satanic and demonic powers have been blamed for many of the atrocities of the past century, such as 

the two World Wars, the horror of Nazi concentration camps, numerous acts of genocide, detonation 

of atomic bombs, and the spread of terrorist attacks around the world.
699

 

The “Others” are seen as evil or demon-possessed 

For some religious leaders, whether dealing with Christianity or Islam (or any other faith tradition for 

that matter), the Other is either the personification of evil or demon possessed. 

It cannot be denied that evil was, and continues to be, committed throughout the world by men and 

women of all religious orientations.  

But to reduce the Other to an ultimate representative or personification of evil justifies cruelties and 

atrocities committed by those engaged in the battle to save humans from Satan’s corruption. No evil 

ever dreamed-up by Satan can outdo the atrocities committed by good, decent people attempting to 

purge such evil forces from this world.
700

 

Greater atrocities are committed by those who are opposed to Satanic 
forces 

The unsettling historical reality [is] that greater atrocities have been committed in defense against 

various conceptions of the forces of evil personified in Satan and his demonic servants. Declaring the 

“Other” as Satanic or demonic has been effective for both religious and political leaders.
701

 

Science has killed Satan – if not God 

For liberal Christians, science, the child of the Age of Enlightenment, killed Satan – if not God. An 

evil being responsible for much of the world’s misery was exchanged for the evil that lurks within 

human hearts and minds. 

All may wrestle with their “personal demons,” but these satanic minions are not metaphysical beings 

as Fundamentalists might argue. Instead, they are personal addictions that may be caused by chemical 

imbalances or unfortunate circumstances caused by personal or societal wrong choices.
702

 

------ 

There is no Satan to blame, there is no exorcism that can cure us; rather, the problem lies with us-

individually or as part of human society-and and thus the cure lies with us and our repressed drives 

and biological urges. 

This was the gist of the argument behind the theory of psychoanalysis that emerged in 1899 with the 

landmark publication in Vienna, Austria, of Sigmund Freud’s The Interpretation of Dreams.
703

 

The possibility of healing the mentally afflicted by “talking-out” patients’ 
dreams is a game-changing moment in the quest for the historical Satan 

Freud’s convictions regarding the possibility of healing the mentally afflicted by simply “talking-out” 

their fears, repressions, or anxieties and analyzing the content of patients’ dreams proved to be a 

game-changing moment in the quest for the historical Satan and in the ancient struggle to understand 

the origins of evil within and among human societies.
704
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The figure of Satan and "satanic" intentions are a construct employed to 
control the masses 

The definition of Satan and his host of demons relentlessly tempting humans, coupled with a stern 

God quick to punish twisted sinners and the wicked, have served as powerful tools for social control. 

Fear of Satan and the threat of Hell have historically forced large segments of the population toward 

self-policing while setting high moral standards. Individual guilt has been used by churches, both 

Catholic and Protestant, throughout the ages to scare parishioners into obedience and compliance. It 

matters little if Satan actually exists. What is important is that the figure of Satan, and the theme of 

"satanic" intentions and actions, has become an institutional construct employed to control the 

masses.
705

 

------ 

A vested interest exists in keeping Satan and his dominion alive for the "grand inquisitors" who derive 

their power by maintaining fear among the masses and by having an evil to purge.
706

 

 

EVIL IN THE NAME OF RELIGIOUS IDEALS 

Violence in the name of religious ideals 

Acts of violence in the name of religious ideals aimed at defeating cosmic or absolute Evil are more 

numerous than most readers imagine.
707

 

Holy warriors of Islam combat the “Great Satan”, America 

Take for example the tragedies that occurred on 9/11, when four planes were hijacked … The 

nineteen al-Qaida hijackers who commandeered the jets … saw themselves as holy warriors 

combating what they perceived to be the “Great Satan” – a term first applied to the United States in 

the late 1970s by the Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran during that nation’s Islamic Revolution.
708

 

------ 

The extreme act of self-sacrifice is conducted as a religious and patriotic expression against the forces 

of evil. By dying for God and country, they achieve redemption while defying unjust powers. …  

These young men … understand salvation from the forces of Satan as linked to attacking what they 

perceive to be the root cause of evil in the world: America, “the Great Satan.”
709

 

------ 

Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad states that former U.S. President George W. Bush is inspired 

by Satan. … Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, speaking from the same lectern as President Bush 

during a United Nation’s address, said: “The devil came here yesterday, right here. … It smells of 

sulfur still today.”
710

 

The United States perceives some Muslims as Satanic, of the “Axis of Evil” 

Just as some within Islam perceive the United States as the “Great Satan,” so too does the United 

States perceive some Muslim factions and nations and their people as evil and satanic.
711

 

------ 
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Since the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the start of “the War on Terror,” George W. Bush provided 

… a new term: the “Axis of Evil” (Iraq, Iran, and North Korea). A similar scenario played out when 

President Ronald Reagan … described the Soviet Union as “the evil empire”
712

 

------ 

All who reject the U.S. position in the world, specifically Muslims or Arabs, are seen as demonically 

led. Franklin Graham, son and successor of evangelist Billy Graham, created a furore by describing 

Islam as a “very evil and wicked religion”. 

Meanwhile, Jerry Vines, former head of the Southern Baptist Convention, declared the Prophet 

Muhammad to be a demon-obsessed pedophile. …  

The true followers of Satan are thus identified and stereotyped as those who practice “Radical 

Islam”.
713

 

 

JEWS AND SATAN 

In the Hebrew Bible, the word Satan is not a proper name 

The word Satan figures in the Hebrew Bible, but not as a proper name. As a noun it denotes an 

adversary; as a denominative verb, to oppose or obstruct or be hostile. It is sometimes used in a 

human sense; in Psalm 109:6, for instance, it suggests the counsel for the prosecution in a court of 

law.
714

 

Satan is applied to the prosecutor in the heavenly court, but it is not a 
demon 

In Zechariah 3 and the Book of Job [the word Satan] is applied to the prosecutor in the heavenly 

court. But even in this sense, Satan is not a demon. At best, he is one of the celestial beings, but it may 

be that the word is merely a colourful metaphor and does not imply that there is any actual being with 

that name.
715

 

Satan is an advocate, not an opponent 

Nor is Satan opposed to God. At worst, he is simply a devil’s advocate drawing God’s attention to 

things that appear to be wrong.
716

 

Satan represents the impersonal force of evil 

In post-Biblical Jewish sources there are very few references to Satan, and those that are found have 

no dogmatic or authoritative significance. Satan continues to represent the impersonal force of evil. … 

In Jewish liturgy the few references to Satan are all impersonal.
717

 

Satan means “adversary” or an antagonist who places obstacles 

SATAN: Term used in the Bible with the general connotation of “adversary.” … The word is likewise 

used to denote an antagonist who puts obstacles in the way. … The concept of Satan as a distinct 

being was not then known.
718
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Satan is the celestial prosecuting member of the divine council 

The concept of Satan as a distinct being was not then known. Such a view is found, however, in the 

prologue to the Book of Job, where Satan appears, together with other celestial beings or “sons of 

God,” before the Deity, replying to the inquiry of God as to whence he had come, with the words: 

“From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it” (Job i. 7). 

Both question and answer, as well as the dialogue which follows, characterize Satan as that member 

of the divine council who watches over human activity, but with the evil purpose of searching out 

men’s sins and appearing as their accuser. He is, therefore, the celestial prosecutor, who sees only 

iniquity.
719

 

Satan is a mere accuser who acts only according to the permission of the 
Deity 

It is also evident from the prologue [of the Book of Job] that Satan has no power of independent 

action, but requires the permission of God, which he may not transgress. He cannot be regarded, 

therefore, as an opponent of the Deity. … In Zech. iii. 1-2, where Satan is described as the adversary 

of the high priest Joshua, and of the people of God whose representative the hierarch is; he there 

opposes the “angel of the Lord,” who bids him be silent in the name of God. 

In both of these passages Satan is a mere accuser who acts only according to the permission of the 

Deity.
720

 

The 3rd century BCE writer of Chronicles regards Satan as an independent 
agent 

The Chronicler (third century B.C.) regards Satan as an independent agent, a view which is the more 

striking since the source whence he drew his account (II Sam. xxiv. 1) speaks of God Himself as the 

one who moved David against the children of Israel. 

Since the older conception refers all events, whether good or bad, to God alone, it is possible that the 

Chronicler, and perhaps even Zechariah, were influenced by Zoroastrianism, even though in the case 

of the prophet Jewish monism strongly opposed Iranian dualism.
721

 

The development of New Testament demonology dominated subsequent 
periods and has indirectly influenced Jews 

The high development of the demonology of the New Testament presupposes a long period of 

evolution. In the Gospels the beliefs of the lower orders of society find expression, and Satan and his 

kingdom are regarded as encompassing the entire world, and are factors in all the events of daily life.  

In strict accordance with his manifold activity he bears many names.
722

 

Over time, official Judaism absorbed the popular concepts of Satan 

The Angelology of the Talmud, moreover, proves that, according to the older view (until about 200 

C.E.), punishment was inflicted by angels and not by Satan. In the course of time, however, official 

Judaism, beginning perhaps with Johanan (d. 279), absorbed the popular concepts of Satan. … 

The later a midrashic collection the more frequent is the mention therein of Satan and his hosts. The 

Palestinian Talmud, completed about 400, is more reticent in this regard; and this is the more 

noteworthy since its provenience is the same as that of the New Testament.
723
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In Talmud and Midrash, it is said that Satan was created and he can take on 
many forms 

Satan came into the world with woman, i.e., with Eve; so that he was created and is not eternal. Like 

all celestial beings, he flies through the air, and can assume any form, as of a bird, a stag, a woman, a 

beggar, or a young man.
724

 

Satan is pure evil 

He is the author of all evil, who beguiled Eve, and who brought death into the world, being ever the 

tempter. … The belief in the devil as here developed dominated subsequent periods, and influenced 

indirectly the Jews themselves; nor has it been entirely discarded to-day. …  

The chief functions of Satan are those of temptation, accusation, and punishment. 

He was an active agent in the fall of man, and was the father of Cain, while he was also instrumental 

in the offering of Isaac, in the release of the animal destined by Esau for his father, in the theophany at 

Sinai, in the death of Moses, in David’s sin with Bath-sheba, and in the death of Queen Vashti.
725

 

In Talmud and Midrash, Satan is totally evil, determined to lead men astray 
and to bring accusations 

[Satan] is the incarnation of all evil, and his thoughts and activities are devoted to the destruction of 

man; so that Satan, the impulse to evil (“yeẓer ha-ra’”), and the angel of death are one and the same 

personality. 

He descends from heaven and leads astray, then ascends and brings accusations against mankind. 

Receiving the divine commission, he takes away the soul, or, in other words, he slays. He seizes upon 

even a single word which may be prejudicial to man.
726

 

Satan is limited when the shofar sounds on New Year’s Day and on the Day 
of Atonement 

Satan’s knowledge is circumscribed; for when the shofar is blown on New-Year’s Day he is 

“confounded”. On the Day of Atonement his power vanishes; for the numerical value of the letters of 

his name ( ) is only 364, one day being thus exempt from his influence. 

Moses banished him by means of the Divine Name.
727

 

When he was shown the Messiah, Satan fell upon his face and cried 

As the incarnation of evil, Satan is the arch-enemy of the Messiah: he is Antichrist. The light which 

was created before the world was hidden by God beneath His throne; and to the question of Satan in 

regard to it, God answered, “This light is kept for him who shall bring thee to shame.” 

At his request, God showed Satan the Messiah; “and when he saw him he trembled, fell upon his face, 

and cried: ‘Verily this is the Messiah who shall hurl me and all the princes of the angels of the peoples 

down even unto hell’”.
728
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ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND SATAN/DEVIL 

Pope Paul VI portrays the Devil as a “living being that is perverted” 

The Devil is engaged in a cosmic warfare against the spiritual forces of God, and as punishment the 

Devil and all those who follow his lies will be damned to Hell and eternally separated from God. 

Satan’s existence was reaffirmed by Pope Paul VI in an address he gave to a general audience on 

November 15, 1972 titled, “Confronting the Devil’s Power.” In his address, Pope Paul VI portrays the 

Devil as “a dark, hostile agent ... [who is] an active force, a living being that is perverted and that 

perverts others. It is a terrible reality, mysterious and frightening.”
729

 

Satan was originally created by God as a good angel but he rejected God’s 
reign and authority 

Many Catholic teachings confirm that Satan was at first a good angel made by God who rejected 

God’s reign and authority. 

He then led the first human parents, Adam and Eve, into rebellion by tempting them to eat from the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
730

 

Humanity can be delivered from the Devil only through Jesus’ freely given 
death. Baptism is an exorcism 

Only through Jesus freely giving himself up to death can humanity be delivered from the Devil. Thus, 

baptism becomes an exorcism signifying the candidate’s explicit renouncement of Satan and 

liberation from sin and from sin’s instigator.
731

 

STATEMENTS BY POPE FRANCIS, 19 MARCH 2018 

A constant struggle against the devil, the prince of evil 

We are not dealing merely with a battle against the world and a worldly mentality. … It is 

also a constant struggle against the devil, the prince of evil.
732

 

Admission of the existence of the devil requires supernatural 
understanding 

We will not admit the existence of the devil if we insist on regarding life by empirical 

standards alone, without a supernatural understanding. It is precisely the conviction that this 

malign power is present in our midst that enables us to understand how evil can at times have 

so much destructive force.
733

 

The limited conceptual resources in Jesus’ time does not lead to the 
conclusion that the devil does not exist or is not at work 

True enough, the biblical authors had limited conceptual resources for expressing certain realities, and 

in Jesus’ time epilepsy, for example, could easily be confused with demonic possession. Yet this 

should not lead us to an oversimplification that would conclude that all the cases related in the Gospel 

had to do with psychological disorders and hence that the devil does not exist or is not at work.
734

 

The devil is present from the very first pages of the Scriptures 

[The devil] is present in the very first pages of the Scriptures, which end with God’s victory over the 

devil.
735
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Jesus wants us to ask the Father to “deliver us from the evil one” 

In leaving us the Our Father
736

, Jesus wanted us to conclude by asking the Father to “deliver us from 

evil”. That final word does not refer to evil in the abstract; a more exact translation would be “the evil 

one”. It indicates a personal being who assails us.
737

 

The devil is not a myth, a symbol, or an idea 

We should not think of the devil as a myth, a representation, a symbol, a figure of speech or an 

idea.
738

 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“Satan”, or the “devil”, causes our first parents to fall 

Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, which 

makes them fall into death out of envy.
 
Scripture and the Church's Tradition see in this being a fallen 

angel, called "Satan" or the "devil".
739

 

Satan was initially a good angel made by God but “fell” by rejecting God 
and his reign 

The Church teaches that Satan was at first a good angel, made by God. … Scripture speaks of a sin of 

these angels.
 
This "fall" consists in the free choice of these created spirits, who radically and 

irrevocably rejected God and his reign.
740

 

The angel’s fall is irrevocable 

There is no repentance for the angels after their fall, just as there is no repentance for men after 

death.
741

 

Satan’s actions are limited as permitted by divine providence 

The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, powerful from the fact that he is 

pure spirit, but still a creature. … [His] action is permitted by divine providence which with strength 

and gentleness guides human and cosmic history. 

It is a great mystery that providence should permit diabolical activity, but "we know that in everything 

God works for good with those who love him."
742

 

Through the sin of Adam and Eve, the devil has obtained a domination over 
man 

By our first parents' sin, the devil has acquired a certain domination over man, even though man 

remains free. Original sin entails "captivity under the power of him who thenceforth had the power of 

death, that is, the devil".
743 
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OTHER ROMAN CATHOLIC VOICES 

Popular explanations of Satan maintain he is a fallen angel who tempted 
Adam and Eve 

The most popular explanation of Satan maintains that he is a fallen angel tempted by pride. He is said 

to be a seducer originally created as good and whose rebellion against the divine will is reflected in 

the temptation that he offered to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
744

 

The serpent in the Garden of Eden was not anything more than a talking 
snake 

The authors of Genesis seem to have had no problem describing the first sin without blaming it on the 

devil. There is no indication in the story that the serpent was anything more to them than a talking 

snake.
745

 

Satan first appears as a servant of God in the Bible in the Book of Job 

Satan as a character doesn’t appear in the Bible until the Book of Job, where he is portrayed as a 

servant rather than enemy of God.
746

 

From the time of Jesus, the devil becomes the explanation for that is wrong 
in the world 

By Jesus’ time the devil had become the explanation for all that goes wrong in the world. For many 

Catholics today, he still holds that position. When they say, “The devil made me do it,” they mean 

it.
747

 

Mythology is a powerful tool for conveying truth 

The ancient stories behind this insight are mythological, but we mean no disrespect by using such 

terminology. Mythology is a powerful tool for conveying truth, and even the magisterium draws upon 

it in explaining the tradition of the church.
748

 

------ 

The question remains whether we are best served by the idea that the inspiration for evil belongs with 

a mythical creature who roams the world infecting Christians with sinful desires.
749

 

To make the world a less sinful place, begin with the person in the mirror 

Evil is most powerful when we fail to recognize its source: the broken human tendency toward 

selfishness and apathy. If we want to make the world a less sinful place, we have to take the advice of 

the late pop singer Michael Jackson and begin with the person in the mirror.
750
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ORTHODOX CHURCHES AND SATAN/DEVIL 

The Orthodox Church has never formulated a systematic teaching 
concerning the Devil 

It is not our purpose to outline, even superficially, the Orthodox teaching concerning the Devil. In 

fact, the Church has never formulated it systematically, in the form of a clear and concise “doctrine.” 

What is of paramount importance for us, however, is that the Church has always had the experience of 

the demonic, has always, in plain words known the Devil. If this direct knowledge has nt resulted in a 

neat and orderly doctrine, it is because of the difficulty, if not impossibility, rationally to define the 

irrational. And the demonic and, more generally, evil are precisely the reality of the irrational.
751

 

The devil exists as a bodiless spirit, an angel created by God 

The scriptures and the lives of God’s saints bear witness to the existence of the devil. The devil is a 

fallen bodiless spirit, an angel created by God for His service and praise. Together with the devil are 

his hosts of wicked angelic powers who have rebelled against the goodness of God and seek to pervert 

and destroy God’s good creation.
752

 

“Satan” is one proper name for the devil, the leader of the evil spirits 

Satan (which means literally the enemy or the Adversary) is one proper name for the devil, the leader 

of the evil spirits. He is identified as the serpent symbol of Genesis 3 and as the tempter of both Job 

and Jesus. He is labeled by Jesus Christ as a deceiver and liar, the "father of lies" and the "prince of 

this world". He has "fallen from heaven" together with his evil angels to do battle with God and His 

servants. It is this same Satan who "entered Judas" to effect the betrayal and destruction of Christ.
753

 

The “Devil” is perfect enough, wise enough, powerful enough, to know God 
and not to surrender to Him 

Whoever he is, the “Devil” is among the very first and the best creatures of God, He is, so to speak, 

perfect enough, wise enough, powerful enough, one can almost say divine enough, to know God and 

not to surrender to Him—to know Him and yet to opt against Him, to desire freedom from Him.
754

 

Satan is a distinct spiritual being with a distinct and evil personality who 
works in opposition to God 

What of Satan in the Scriptures, what do we know of him - this Satan, the great deceiver? God created 

spiritual beings called angels. These beings, although having no physical aspect to their being, are 

nevertheless real and effectual in their work in both the spiritual realm of Heaven and this physical 

environment of our universe. … Just as the angels are real and significant in Holy Scripture and the 

story of God's salvation, so too are the fallen angels, the demons and Satan himself. …  

Lucifer or Satan is not a story invented to explain why this world is not perfect. He is not some figure 

invented so that we may have a focus for discussion. Satan is a distinct spiritual being with a distinct 

and evil personality who works in opposition to God. The very real and personal being who is Satan is 

at the very heart of some important passages of Holy Scripture, and also in the writings of the Fathers 

of our Holy Church.
755
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There are created spiritual beings who rebel against God and do evil 

In addition to the created spiritual powers who the will of God, the Angels, there are, according to the 

Orthodox Christian faith, those who rebel against Him and do evil. These are the demons or devils 

(which means literally those who "tear apart" and destroy) who are also known both in the Old and 

New Testaments as well as in the lives of the saints of the Church.
756

 

Symbols and images tell of rebellion against God in the spiritual world 
created by God, among angels who were led by pride 

Our first affirmation then is that there exists a demonic reality: evil as a dark power, as presence and 

not only absence. But we may go further. For just as there can be no love outside the “lover,” i.e. a 

person that loves, there can be no hatred outside the “hater,” i.e. a person that hates. And if the 

ultimate mystery of “goodness” lies in the person, the ultimate mystery of evil must also be a personal 

one. Behind the dark and irrational presence of evil there must be a person or persons. There must 

exist a personal world of those who have chosen to hate God, to hate light, to be against .Who are 

these persons? When, how, and why have they chosen to be against God? To these questions the 

Church gives no precise answers. The deeper the reality, the less it is presentable in formulas arid 

propositions. Thus the answer is veiled in symbols and images, which tell of an initial rebellion 

against God within the spiritual world created by God, among angels led into that rebellion by 

pride.
757

 

The hatred against God, ignited by pride, was not created nor willed by God 

We know nothing about that initial catastrophe in the spiritual world—about that hatred against God 

ignited by pride and that bringing into existence of a strange and evil reality not willed, riot created by 

God.
758

 

The greatest of all satanic deception is that he does not exist 

I am bringing to your attention the position of our Holy Orthodox Christian Church on the existence 

of Satan, demons and the spiritual warfare that is taking place in our lives and our world. The greatest 

of all satanic deception is that he does not exist and therefore there is no evil or hell or sin or spiritual 

death.
759

 

Our Savior Jesus Christ specifically taught: “deliver us from the evil one” 

When our Savior Jesus Christ taught us how to pray, He did not say to ask for deliverance from evil, 

but specifically, "deliver us from the evil one. … Our Savior has given us His Holy Orthodox Church 

as the vessel of our deliverance, and this freedom awaits those who will accept it and struggle for it 

according to the way God has provided for us.
760

 

The baptismal liturgy of the Orthodox Church begins with words addressed 
to the Devil 

The “modern man” even an Orthodox, is usually quite surprised when he learns that the baptismal 

liturgy begins with words addressed to the Devil. The Devil indeed has no place in his religious 

outlook; he belongs to the panoply of medieval superstition and to a grossly primitive mentality. 
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Many people, including priests, suggest therefore that exorcisms simply be dropped as “irrelevant” 

and unbecoming to our enlightened and “modern” religion. As for the non-Orthodox, they go even 

further: they affirm the need to “demythologize” the New Testament itself, to “liberate” it from an 

antiquated worldview—of which “demonology” is precisely an essential expression—which only 

obscures its authentic and eternal message.
761

 

------ 

In the baptismal rite, which is an act of liberation and victory, the exorcisms come first because on our 

path to the baptismal font we unavoidably “hit” the dark and powerful figure that obstructs this path. 

It must be removed, chased away, if we are to proceed. The moment that the celebrant’s hand has 

touched the head of a child of God and marked it with the sign of Christ, the Devil is there defending 

that which he has stolen from God and claims as his possession. We may not see him but the Church 

knows he is here.
762

 

We are all involved in a spiritual war that has been raging from the very 
beginning 

The Church knows that a mortal fight is about to begin whose ultimate issue is not explanations and 

theories but eternal life or eternal death. For whether we want it or not, know it or not, we are all 

involved in a spiritual war that has been raging from the very beginning. A decisive victory, to be 

sure, has been won by God, but the Devil has not yet surrendered.
763

 

The devil is a subtle, intelligent spirit who acts mostly by deceit and hidden 
actions 

It must be clearly noted that the devil is not a "red-suited being" nor any other type of grossly-

physical tempter. He is a subtle, intelligent spirit who acts mostly by deceit and hidden actions, having 

as his greatest victory man's disbelief (atheism, skepticism, denial, rationalism etc.) in his existence 

and power.
 764

 

Evil is very real and we are witnesses of what is taking place in our society 
and the world 

Even "Christian" heads of other traditions have fallen prey to his influence and openly have declared 

that there is no devil, no sin, no hell, and some even deny the existence of God. Others have 

deliberately accepted evil lifestyles to be introduced to their "church" and to defend them as "natural". 

Other "Christian churches" have protected clergy that have abused, seduced, sexually exploited 

children that were entrusted to them. Others include pagan practices and beliefs in their rituals and 

tradition. Others believe that the Holy Bible is outdated and needs to be improved by the 

contemporary man. And others have distorted the Gospel message and the Person of Christ. Others 

have stopped to believe in the Divinity of Christ, in the miracles of Christ, in the Resurrection of 

Christ, in the Kingdom of God etc. etc. 

Evil is very real and we are witnesses of what is taking place in our society and the world. We see the 

violence, immorality, the deception, the wars, the murders, the destruction of the traditional family, 

the abortion and infanticide, the pressure of world governments to impose homosexuality, 

prostitution, on the populace.
765
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FUNDAMENTALISTS, EVANGELICALS AND SATAN/DEVIL 

Lucifer was the crowning achievement of God’s creation, but his overblown 
ego caused him to rebel against God 

According to the narrative, as advocated by Lindsey and most Fundamentalist proponents, God 

created an angelic realm to glorify the Creator, making Lucifer the crowning achievement of creation. 

Among all the angels, Lucifer was the most beautiful and the most intelligent, bright as the morning 

star. Realizing his superiority to the other angels, Lucifer’s ego became overblown, leading him to 

rebel against God. Inflated with pride, Lucifer dared to equate himself to God. Attributing a satire on 

the king of Babylon to Satan, most Fundamentalists believe that the fall of Daystar, son of the 

Morning from the Heavens, refers to the reason for Satan’s rebellion.
766

 

Satan is an actual being to fear, who is determined to destroy God’s 
creation and Christ’s church on earth 

Many Christian Fundamentalists see Satan as an actual being, … someone to fear, someone bent on 

destroying God’s good creation and the sacred mission of Christ’s church on earth.
767

 

Satan is a creature who has established a kingdom 

[Satan] is the tempter, inciter, and accuser. He has a murderous and lying nature. Being a creature, he 

falls under God’s sovereignty. 

In imitation of God, Satan has established a temporary counterfeit kingdom in which he receives glory 

(recognition as lord) from his subjects when they follow in his rebellious footsteps. 

In popular literature on spiritual warfare, many use Isaiah 14: 12– 20 and Ezekiel 28: 11– 19 as 

depictions of Satan’s fall. The hyperbolic language is thought to go beyond the human realm to that 

which is driving the leaders, but the most we can say is that these passages possibly shadow Satan’s 

original fall.
768

 

Evil supernatural Demons exist who are subservient to Satan 

Biblical evidence abounds for the existence of evil supernatural beings subservient to Satan. On their 

origin, however, Scripture does not elaborate. 

There are two major theories. One theory holds that a multitude of angels fell into sin prompted by 

Lucifer’s original rebellion. Another theory speculates that demons are the unnatural offspring of 

angels and antediluvian women. These beings (nĕpilîm, “giants”), the theory states, issued evil spirits 

from their bodies once they were destroyed in either battle or the flood. The Jewish apocalyptic work 

1 Enoch is a major source for this view.
769

 

Conflict exists between the kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of God 

The NT consistently presents a conflict between two realms, the kingdom of Satan, who is the prince 

of this world, and the kingdom of God, which through the incarnation of Jesus Christ has broken into 

Satan’s realm.
770

 

Satan’s rebellion is an actual ongoing drama 

In biblical terms, spiritual warfare essentially encompasses Satan’s rebellion against God and 

manifestations of that rebellion in the created order.
771

 

------ 

The threads of Satan’s rebellion and God’s loving response are interwoven through Scripture as an 

ongoing drama played out on the stage of human history.
772
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------ 

Ultimately, spiritual warfare is not Satan versus angels or humans, but Satan versus God.
773

 

------ 

The most overt instances of spiritual warfare are the demonic encounters sprinkled throughout the 

Synoptics.
774

 

Satan is in continuous conflict with the saved 

As far as the saved are concerned, Satan is in continued conflict with them, tempts them, and seeks to 

corrupt and destroy their testimony and even their physical life.
775

 

Satanic and demonic fury was unleashed against the incarnate Christ 

Satanic and demonic fury were unleashed against the incarnate Christ. The power of sinless humanity 

called forth special satanic temptation of our Lord. The full glow manifested in the earthly life of “the 

light of the world” exposed evil’s darkness.
776

 

The Christian’s most powerful and deceitful enemies are demonic spirit 
powers 

Although defeated and under instruction, the spirit powers have not yet surrendered. Vestiges of their 

power continue to corrupt the disobedient. The Christian’s most powerful and deceitful enemies are 

still demonic, but God’s power is stronger and no evil power will separate the Christian from God’s 

love.
777

 

Satan has the authority that God permits 

Satan’s present work is widespread and destructive. God permits his evil activity for the time being. 

Demons must do Satan’s bidding. The unsaved are largely under Satan’s authority, through the evil 

world system over which he is head and of which the unregenerate are part.
778

 

Satan is the mastermind behind non-Christian religions 

For Lindsey and the millions of Christians whose perception of Satan resonates with Lindsey’s work, 

Satan is the mastermind behind non-Christian religions, specifically Eastern religions, and the drug 

culture of the 1960s. He even credits UFO sightings with the demonic.
779

 

Higher Criticism of the Bible is Satan’s plan to discredit the Bible and 
prevent a personal relationship with God 

[Hal Lindsay] argues that the methodologies used at universities and seminaries to study the sacred 

text known as higher criticism is part of Satan’s plan to discredit the Bible and lead people away from 

having a personal relationship with God.
780

 

A range of views is held by Evangelicals over the nature of demons 

Many evangelical churches functionally built practical theology on a largely materialistic view of the 

universe. With few exceptions, writings in which demons are treated as actual beings have been 

generally limited to charismatic/Pentecostal (J. Penn-Lewis, War on the Saints), non-academic 

evangelical (H. Lindsey, Satan Is Alive and Well on Planet Earth), and missionary contexts (J. L. 

Nevius, Demon Possession). 
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Among evangelical scholars who acknowledged demons, there was discussion over the extent to 

which such entities could influence genuine Christians and what the appropriate vocabulary is for 

describing such influence (M. F. Unger, Biblical Demonology). 

However, for many the reality of demons and demonic influence generally has been limited to 

missionary work in foreign lands. Demons were thought to be less active in Christian cultures.
781

 

Evangelicals hold a range of views on Spiritual warfare 

A resurgence of discussion on spiritual warfare has appeared in evangelical circles, including 

academia. Beginning in the late 1970s, several leading evangelical schools initiated courses in 

spiritual warfare, though such courses usually were offered through departments of missions or 

intercultural studies rather than Bible or theology. 

In the 1980s, recognized evangelical publishers began to offer more titles on the topic, ranging from 

Frank Peretti’s popular novel This Present Darkness to scholarly dissertations such as Clinton 

Arnold’s Ephesians: Power and Magic. Peretti’s book sold well not just in evangelical circles; it also 

penetrated the broader market. His approach, however, denigrates God’s sovereignty (angels are 

powerless unless we pray) and is dangerously close to a form of Christian animism in which spirit 

beings are the cause behind every bad event.
782

 

Salvation occurs for those who believe Satan’s hold on them has been 
broken through the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ 

Through Jesus Christ’s redemptive suffering in the crucifixion, humanity is healed. Hence, salvation 

would occur for those who believe that through the incarnation of God in Jesus, Satan’s hold on 

humanity is broken. But for those who reject Jesus/God, they remain in rebellion and thus under the 

power of Satan. 

Those who participate in other faiths or are more liberal in their interpretation of the biblical narrative 

are, in reality, whether they know it or not, still following Satan’s lies and thus separated now and for 

all eternity from God.
783

 

It is still possible to be delivered from demonic forces through the 
confession of faith in Christ as Saviour 

Deliverance from demonic subjection involves confession of faith in Christ as Savior, repentance of 

occult involvement, and reception of liberation found in Christ. This emphasis on deliverance from 

demonization through the operative power of Jesus Christ is completely consistent with the NT, not at 

all reflecting abuses or superstitions associated with the Middle Ages.
784

 

 

FUNDAMENTALISTS, EVANGELICALS AND HELL 

Conservative Protestantism sees Hell fulfilling a crucial place in their religious 
system 

Hell proved to be such a central concept to twentieth and twenty-first century theologically 

conservative Protestantism because it fulfilled a crucial structural place in the logic of their religious 

system. … Hell was not simply a scare tactic, but was taken by evangelical leaders to be central to the 

intellectual coherence of Christianity itself. Thus, belief in hell was portrayed as one of the bedrocks 

of Christian identity.
785

 

------ 
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The reality or unreality of hell was wound up with questions about the authority of the Bible and the 

very self-coherence of the evangelical intellectual system. Hell was not just a tool; it was and remains 

a central component of the intellectual integrity of most evangelicals’ identities.
786

 

The conservative Protestant theological system rests on the notion of 
damnation and Hell 

Hell was not merely a rhetorical strategy for these evangelists; they believed that the conservative 

Protestant theological system rested upon the notion of damnation. Hell was the consequence of sin, 

and Jesus’ vicarious sacrifice on the cross resolved precisely this problem. Thus, the danger of 

discarding hell was not simply the possibility of societal decay or the need to concede a theological 

point to liberal critics, but the intellectual coherence of their entire way of life.
787

 

In the early 20th century, Protestant Conservatives emphasised hell as a 
central component of Christian doctrine 

Towards the beginning of the [20th] century, liberal Protestants came to either ignore or discard the 

standard teachings of eternal damnation. … In this same time period, theological conservatives 

pushed back on what they saw as this secular perversion of Christian doctrine and emphasized hell as 

a central component of true Christianity. Throughout the middle decades of the century, as this gap 

between the liberal mainline and conservative fundamentalist and evangelical branches of 

Protestantism grew, neo-evangelical leaders continued to portray the rejection of hell as a fatal flaw in 

modern American culture. However, the 1980s saw self-described conservative evangelicals 

beginning to question the traditional doctrine of eternal damnation, whether by rejecting it entirely or 

modifying their conception of hell to seem less at odds with a just and loving God.
788

 

The Bible teaches the doctrine of hell and God’s direct word trumps any 
human moral discomfort 

[A] move common among twentieth century evangelical evangelists from McPherson to Billy 

Graham [was] to express their own moral discomfort with the concept of eternal damnation. In one 

1957 sermon, Graham relayed that he “hate[d] the very thought of hell.” However, such figures 

always supplemented this admission with the assertion that the Bible clearly taught the doctrine. 

God’s direct word trumped any human moral discomfort.
789

 

For evangelicals like Billy Graham, temptations to lead Americans astray 
are traps set by Satan 

Perhaps Graham’s greatest strength laid in his presenting salvation as a stark and immediate concern:  

Every heartbeat is a heartbeat nearer death...the Bible teaches that the wages of sin is 

death, the result of your idolatry, the result of your sin means spiritual death. It means 

separation from God. It means destruction. It means Hell and thousands of us tonight 

are on the broad road that leads to destruction...that is the message of God tonight to 

this great audience of people at Yankee Stadium. They must decide and you must 

decide whether you want to serve other gods or whether you will serve the true and 

living God, and Joshua said you must decide now, not tomorrow, but immediately. 

Graham made hell a very real and present danger by forcing his audience to phenomenologically 

confront both their immediate mortality and future immortality. For Graham and other twentieth 

century evangelicals, these various temptations to lead Americans astray – whether materialism, a 

theological liberalism, or communism – were traps set by a scheming Satan.
790

 

------ 
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In another sermon during his 1957 New York tour, Graham warned that the damned would be in 

perpetual “mental torment,” experience “craving lusts that cannot be satisfied,” remain in complete 

isolation, and be haunted eternally by their own memory.
791

 

------ 

[Billy Graham] said that eternal damnation was “perhaps the hardest of all teachings of 

Christianity to receive” but one that nevertheless could not be swept aside. When one woman 

told him, “I hate the very thought of hell,” he responded, “So do I.”
792

 

Evangelicals live in a world permeated by supernatural forces 

In their minds, the devil, writes W. Scott Poole, “worked overtime to prevent conversions to 

the Christian faith.” Evangelicals lived in a world permeated by supernatural forces warring 

over individual souls, which would either spend an eternity in heaven or hell.
793

 

By the end of the 20th century, many evangelicals perceived aspects of hell 
and eternal damnation as morally problematic 

Theologically conservative Protestants have, at least since the beginning of the twentieth century, 

attempted to secure the continued relevance of the idea of eternal damnation in the face of perceived 

growing public antagonism or disinterest towards the doctrine. … Many of these figures saw belief in 

hell as essential to the intellectual coherence of their Christian way of life. … 

Yet, by the end of the twentieth century, many evangelicals were nevertheless coming to see certain 

aspects of hell and eternal damnation as morally problematic, and some even argued that the 

traditional soteriological scheme ought to be replaced by another model.
794

 

------ 

By the latter decades of the twentieth century, even some of those within the evangelical fold were 

coming to question the more traditional Christian understanding of eternal damnation. … Hell proved 

to be a contentious issue within evangelicalism and stood at the heart of several crucial divides that 

continue to shape twenty-first century American Protestantism.
795

 

From the 1980s, the idea of conscious eternal torment was often openly 
challenged within theologically conservative Protestant circles 

It was, however, not until the 1980s that the idea of conscious eternal torment itself came to be often 

and openly challenged within theologically conservative Protestant circles. … The last two decades of 

the twentieth century saw the open espousal of alternative soteriological models by self-described 

evangelical theologians and laypeople. Yet, as Freeman Barton noted in 1996, unlike the spats of the 

early decades of the century, “this time it is not the agnosticism or universalism of the ‘liberals’ 

against the certitudes of the ‘conservatives.’ The debate about eternal destiny is taking place within 

evangelical Christianity.”
796

 

------ 

In the co-authored 1988 book Evangelical Essentials, a dialogue between Stott and the more liberal 

theologian David L. Edwards, Stott expressed moral discomfort shared by McPherson, Graham, and 

other prominent evangelicals: “Well, emotionally, I find the concept [of eternal conscious torment] 

intolerable. … But our emotions are a fluctuating, unreliable guide to truth and must not be exalted to 

the place of supreme authority in determining it.” 
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The Bible was the only trustworthy source of religious truth, yet, like Fudge and unlike McPherson or 

[Billy] Graham, Stott leaned toward the possibility that the damned would not suffer forever but be 

annihilated instead.
797

 

Laypeople and local clergy are rejecting eternal conscious torment in 
favour of either annihilation or universalism 

There is good evidence that at least from the 1980s, evangelical laypeople and local clergy were 

wrestling with similar soteriological issues and even coming to adopt these minority theological 

positions. Articles dealing with these topics appeared sporadically in the pages of the premier 

evangelical popular publication Christianity Today, and the responses chosen for the “readers’ letters” 

section are instructive of these attitudes. …  

What is most surprising about these letters is how many of them explicitly reject the traditional view 

of eternal conscious torment in favor of either annihilationism or universalism, even before this issue 

becomes a prominent point of discussion at evangelical conferences and in journals. 

A Frederick H. Dise, for instance, responded to the Kantzer piece with a passionate rejection of the 

traditional view: “For too many centuries the teaching of this doctrine has defamed our Creator, 

driven millions away from Christ and redemption, and scared countless others into ‘accepting Christ’ 

in order to escape the horrors of eternal torture.” Far from being foundational to the integrity of the 

gospel, Dise saw the idea of hell as the great hindrance to it.  

Dentler concludes: “How can God claim to be All and in All if the best he can do is save only the tiny 

fraction of mankind Packer has limited him to?”
 

Joseph G.S. Robinson likewise took issue with the presentation of “a God who is love...consign[ing] 

99 percent of a creation pronounced by his wisdom ‘very good’ to a purposeless punishment.”
 

Annihilationism, too, had its defenders among these letters. A Grace Irwin situated annihilationism as 

something of a medium between universalism and eternal damnation. … 

It is surprising that such passionate defenses of these alternate viewpoints appear from presumably 

evangelical readers of this widely-read publication. This suggests that laypeople had been struggling 

with these central theological issues surrounding hell and God’s love, justice, and sovereignty and 

even coming to adopt alternative positions, despite the fact that these were at this point rarely 

discussed as true evangelical alternatives by leading evangelical figures.
798

 

The internet provides the facility for advocates of minority views on hell and 
associated matters 

The internet proved to be fertile ground for the advocacy of these sorts of minority theological 

positions in the 1990s and 2000s. Websites like that of Tentmaker Ministries (tentmaker.org) and the 

Evangelical Universalist Forums (http://www.evangelicaluniversalist.com/) provide both theological 

resources and a space for debate and discussion on their message boards. Rethinking Hell 

(http://rethinkinghell.com/) serves a similar role for advocates of conditional immortalism and 

annihilationism.
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS AND SATAN 

Satan is a personal being 

As to Satan, or the devil, we hold the uniform teaching of the Word to be that he is definitely a 

personal being—the supreme adversary of God and man.
800

 

Satan was once the highest of the angels but he fell, leading a host of 
angels in rebellion 

[Satan] was, however, once an angel of light, the highest of the angels. He was named “Lucifer, son of 

the morning”. But he fell from his high estate, and drew down with him a host of angels, first into 

disaffection and then into open rebellion against God and His government. … 

He was once called the “anointed cherub that covereth”. He was described as “full of wisdom, and 

perfect in beauty”. He was the embodiment of created perfection, and apparently led the worship of 

the universe. 

He was in the “mountain of God,” where God manifests His glory, and was “perfect” in his ways until 

“iniquity” developed in him. His heart became lifted up because of his beauty, and his wisdom was 

corrupted because of his brightness. Unholy ambition and jealousy ruined him, and he led a host of 

angels in rebellion against God and Christ.
801

 

Satan now heads a kingdom in opposition to God’s kingdom 

[Satan] is now the prince of devils, and heads an opposing kingdom, with legions of evil angels, in 

deadly conflict with the kingdom of God and Christ. … He is now leader of the realm of demons 
802

 

Satan caused Adam and Eve to fall 

This celestial being … appeared in “Eden the garden of God”, and accomplished the fall of Adam and 

Eve. … Adam fell and death came as a consequence of his sin and disobedience.
803

 

Satan is the embodiment of consummate wickedness 

Satan is called the “wicked one”. He is the embodiment of consummate wickedness. He was the 

original sinner, and is the father of lies. He is called the “prince of the power of the air”, the “prince of 

this world”.
804

 

Satan prevents the gospel of God entering or remaining 

He has many subtle “devices”, even transforming himself into an angel of light. He blinds the eyes of 

men so the light of the gospel of God is not perceived. And he snatches the Word of God out of hearts 

where it has been sown. 

Satan lays snares for men, putting wicked purposes into their hearts, and even entering into men. He 

sows tares in God’s field, and works with signs and lying wonders in order to insinuate false views. 

Satan has “ministers” to do his bidding, and churches to carry on his work. And he accuses and 

slanders the “brethren” before God day and night.
805

 

Satan and his evil angels will be brought to “ashes,” and they will not “be 
any more” 

Just before the end of the age his sinister “spirits of demons” influence the nations, gathering them 

together for the great day of God Almighty. At the second advent he will be bound for a thousand 

years. Loosed for a brief season at its close, he will then be cast into the lake of fire, where his 

destruction is final. He, with his evil angels, will be brought to “ashes,” and will not “be any more”.
806
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WATCHTOWER SOCIETY (“JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES”) AND SATAN 

The name “Satan” means “Adversary”, while “Devil” means “Accuser” 

His name Satan means “Resister,” or “Adversary.” “Devil” means “Slanderer,” “Accuser,” or 

“Maligner.” Satan is also called the “serpent” because he used a serpent to deceive Eve in the garden 

of Eden. And he is termed the “dragon” because of his propensity to devour.
807

 

“Satan” without the article (“the”) means “resister” 

SATAN [Resister]. In many places in the Hebrew Scriptures, the word satan appears without the 

definite article. Used in this way, it applies in its first appearance to the angel that stood in the road to 

resist Balaam.
808

 

“Satan” with the article (“the”) refers to Satan the Devil 

In the Hebrew Scriptures … [satan] is used with the definite article ha to refer to Satan the Devil, the 

chief Adversary of God.
809

 

Satan is called “devil” as he is the chief and foremost slanderer and false 
accuser 

DEVIL. This descriptive name was given to Satan because he is the chief and foremost slanderer and 

false accuser of Jehovah, his good word, and his holy name. The Greek diabolos means “slanderer.”
810

 

------ 

There are other instances in the original text of the Christian Greek Scriptures where the word 

diabolos occurs but does not refer to Satan, so the word is properly rendered “slanderer.”
811

 

Satan was one of God’s sons but he opposed and slandered him 

Satan the Devil, originally one of God’s heavenly sons, fell to opposing and slandering Jehovah.
812

 

------ 

The Bible nowhere says that God created an opposer of himself and of his creatures. … [The Devil] 

was once in harmony with God’s truth. But pride and desire to have people worship him instead of 

God moved Satan to forsake his righteous standing and to become a slanderous opposer of God.
813

 

Satan is a real rebel spirit creature 

Satan is a real person. He is a rebel angel, a spirit creature who opposes God. The Bible calls Satan 

“the ruler of this world.” He uses “lying signs” and “deception” to accomplish his aims. … Satan is a 

real person and not merely a personification of evil.
814

 

------ 

The Scriptures leave us in no doubt that there is a personal Devil.
815

 

------ 

The Scriptures consistently refer to the Devil as a person. The Bible’s book of Job opens with an 

account of angelic “sons of the true God” assembling before Jehovah. Concerning this gathering, 
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which doubtless included Jesus in his prehuman form, we read: “Satan proceeded to enter right among 

them.” Satan’s coming among God’s “sons,” who are persons, indicates that he, too, is a person. So 

does the fact that Satan conversed with Jehovah God.
816

 

------ 

The one becoming Satan was, when created, a perfect, righteous creature of God. He is a spirit 

person.
817

 

The Bible does not describe the Devil’s appearance, nor does it teach the 
existence of a fiery hell 

The Bible, though it mentions Satan the Devil scores of times, never describes the Devil’s appearance. 

The popular idea that a winged Devil, with pointed tail and pitchfork, is the keeper of a fiery hell is 

largely due to the imagination of artists, many of whom were influenced by the Inferno of the Italian 

Catholic poet Dante Alighieri. 

People who find that conception repugnant will be happy to know that the Bible does not teach such 

absurd things about the Devil; nor does it teach the existence of a fiery hell.
818

 

Satan spoke through the serpent to deceive Eve 

It was Satan who spoke through the medium of a serpent, seducing Eve into disobedience to God's 

command. In tum, Eve induced Adam to take the same rebellious course. As a consequence of Satan's 

use of the serpent, the Bible gives Satan the title "Serpent, " which came to signify "deceiver".
819

 

Satan has spent the past 6,000 years seeking followers 

Satan has spent some 6,000 years recruiting followers. He even gained the backing of rebel angels 

who under his influence “forsook their own proper dwelling place” in heaven.
820

 

Demons have great power, and they can possess humans and animals 

Though evidently restrained from materializing, [demons] still have great power and influence over 

the minds and lives of men, even having the ability to enter into and possess humans and animals, and 

the facts show that they also use inanimate things such as houses, fetishes, and charms.
821

 

The calamity brought upon Job reveals Satan’s vicious, murderous attitude 

Jehovah allowed Satan to bring calamity upon Job by not interfering. …  

These things reveal the might and power of the spirit creature Satan, as well as his vicious, murderous 

attitude. It is important to note, however, that Satan recognized his impotence in the face of God's 

express command, for he did not challenge God's power and authority when God restricted him from 

taking Job's life.
822

 

Many religious circles do not believe Satan is a real person 

One of [Satan’s] designs is his getting people to believe that he does not even exist! This makes it 

possible for them to become his easy victims. Thus, today, in many religious circles it is fashionable 

to believe that there is no such person as Satan the Devil. … Many clergymen do not believe in the 

Devil’s existence as a person.
823
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Satan uses false religion 

Satan’s design to keep people blind involves his use of false religion. … As a result of such deception, 

humans engage in thousands of different kinds of false religion. … This has gone to such an extreme 

that some are actually worshiping the Devil himself.
824

 

------ 

The true but unwitting group of Devil’s advocates are the clergy of the established Churches 

themselves.
825

 

Satan’s role as the “god of this system” includes control of the political, 
commercial and religious systems 

It is much more to Satan’s liking to hold sway in a subtle way over intelligent, capable persons who 

are highly respected. He does this in his role as “the god of this system of things,” which includes the 

world’s great political, commercial and religious systems.
826

 

------ 

Are not the great traditional religions of the world different? Do they not constitute a mighty bulwark 

against any superhuman evil influence? On the contrary, the religious leaders of both Christendom 

and pagandom have intimately associated themselves with the political and commercial leaders.
827

 

Following a battle in heaven in 1914 CE, Satan the Devil and his angels were 
expelled from heaven 

Satan’s influence on earth is temporary. … Soon the Devil will be put out of action. A new ruler will 

take control of the earth, a righteous king chosen by God himself. That King is Jesus Christ.  

Concerning his enthronement in heaven, Revelation says: “The kingdom of the world did become the 

kingdom of our Lord [Jehovah] and of his Christ.” (Revelation 11:15) Bible chronology, together with 

the fulfillment of Scriptural prophecy, proves that this event took place in the year 1914. 

The Bible also describes what happened shortly after Jesus’ enthronement. It says: “War broke out in 

heaven: Michael [Jesus Christ] and his angels battled with the dragon [Satan the Devil], and the 

dragon and its angels battled but it did not prevail, neither was a place found for them any longer in 

heaven. So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, 

who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were 

hurled down with him.”—Revelation 12:7-9. 

What would be the result of Satan’s expulsion from heaven? Those in heaven could rejoice, but what 

about the earth’s inhabitants? “Woe for the earth and for the sea,” says Revelation 12:12, “because the 

Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing he has a short period of time.
828

 

The war in heaven took place in 1914 CE, resulting in Satan and his family 
being expelled 

From 1878 to 1914 the people of Zion were expecting the birth of the new nation. … In 1914 the birth 

of the nation occurred. In 1914 the war in heaven began, and Satan and his official family were 

thrown out of heaven.
829
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Gog, identified as Satan, and his spirit forces are located near earth 
following their expulsion from heaven by 1918 CE 

An alarm was sounded on that Thursday evening, July 23, 1953. The Society’s vice-president, F. W. 

Franz, painted a graphic picture of the coming attack upon Jehovah’s people by Gog of Magog and 

his hordes. Gog, the prophecy’s principal character, was identified as Satan. And, Franz showed, the 

land of Magog is the location of the wicked spirit forces in a limited spiritual realm near earth’s 

vicinity following their expulsion from heaven by 1918 (C.E.). (Rev. 12:7-9) The speaker showed that 

the present prosperity, unity and security of Jehovah’s people would cause Gog and his forces to 

attack. But through all this terrific storm Jehovah would preserve the New World society.
830

 

Satan, along with other wicked spirit creatures, is confined to the vicinity of 
the earth 

Satan is a spirit creature, so he lives in an invisible realm. For a time, Satan was allowed to move 

about at will where God and the faithful angels reside. Now, however, he has been evicted from 

God’s presence and, along with other wicked spirit creatures, is confined to the vicinity of the earth.
831

 

The Creator will soon end Satan’s reign 

Satan’s evil reign is soon to end. The Bible foretells that soon the all-powerful Creator of the universe 

will rid his realm of all opposers. Satan’s rule will be succeeded by, as the apostle Peter wrote, “new 

heavens and a new earth.”
832

 

Satan is about to wage the final battle on Jehovah’s Witnesses on earth in 
the war he has been waging since his expulsion from heaven in 1914 CE 

Gog of Magog [Satan] will attack the remaining anointed ones [the “144,000 anointed Jehovah’s 

Witnesses” still on earth] and their other sheep companions [the bulk of “Jehovah’s Witnesses”].  

This attack against established Kingdom rule [The Watchtower Society] will be Satan’s last battle in a 

war that he has been waging against the anointed remnant since his expulsion from heaven [in 1914 

CE]. … At the time when all false religious organizations are gone and God’s people [Jehovah’s 

Witnesses] are seemingly living “unprotected by walls, bars, or gates,” Satan will … incite his wicked 

enforcers to move in for an all-out attack on those who are Kingdom [Watchtower] supporters.
833

 

Within this generation (1974), a great tribulation will destroy this present 
system, and 1000 years later, Satan will be eternally destroyed 

Nearly six thousand years have elapsed since the Devil first imposed his rule over humankind. …  

Bible prophecy indicates that within the present generation a “great tribulation” will sweep into 

destruction religious “Babylon the Great,” the political “wild beast” and all other parts of this present 

earthly system of things. 

Right after that, Satan will be ‘bound and abyssed,’ restrained from all contact with the earth, for a 

full thousand years. Finally he will be eternally destroyed.
834
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS (“MORMONS”) AND SATAN 

Satan is a literal being who is as alive as God is alive and as we are alive 

Satan lives. We must realize that he lives just as certainly as God lives and as we live. Those who 

teach that there is no devil are either ignorant of the facts or are deceivers.
835

 

------ 

Latter-day Saints view Satan as a literal being—a personage of spirit with neither horns, cloven 

hooves, nor forked tail—and believe his purpose is to provide opposition between good and evil.
836

 

------ 

A corollary to the pernicious falsehood that God is dead is the equally pernicious doctrine that there is 

no devil. Satan himself is the father of both of these lies.
837

 

------ 

There is a personal devil, and we had better believe it. He and a countless host of followers, seen and 

unseen, are exercising a controlling influence upon men and their affairs in our world today.
838

 

People lived as spirits before they were born onto the earth. Christ was the 
first-born and Lucifer was “a son of the morning” 

The Plan of Salvation, as revealed by Christ to His prophets [of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints – “Mormons”], states that all people lived (before they were born onto the earth) as spirits 

in a pre-mortal existence, the spirit-offspring of God. 

Christ was the first-born of God’s spirit children, and Lucifer was “a son of the morning.” That is, he 

was among the first born, but was also an intelligent, bright spirit. … 

Since all of Heavenly Father’s spirit children are brothers and sisters to each other, Christ is our 

brother, as was Lucifer.
839

 

------ 

[Satan] is a spirit son of God who was once an angel “in authority in the presence of God”.
840

 

Satan wanted to force men to do God’s will whereas God’s plan was for 
individuals to progress through personally choosing between good and evil 

That which Satan sought as being “evil before God” was to force all men to do the will of God. Using 

compulsion or force he offered to ‘save’ every person, and for so doing he demanded the honor and 

the glory that belongs to God. In contrast to Satan’s proposition, the Lord’s plan permitted individual 

progress by giving us the right to choose between good and evil.
841

 

------ 

In the premortal Council in Heaven, Lucifer, as Satan was then called, rebelled against Heavenly 

Father and the plan of salvation. In this rebellion against God, Satan “sought to destroy the agency of 

man”. He said: “I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; 

wherefore give me thine honor”.
842
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The Lord chose Christ as the Savior but Satan became angry that his plan 
was rejected by God, and Satan rebelled 

The plan initiated by the Lord was to provide a savior for fallen man, to redeem him not only from 

Adam’s fall, but from his own inevitable bad choices. Christ was the chosen Savior, and all the spirits 

in heaven were called upon to give their common consent to the plan and to uphold Christ in His 

chosenness. Satan became angry when his alternative plan was rejected by God, and rebelled against 

Him. He was so convincing that a “third part” of all of Heavenly Father’s spirit children followed 

him.
843

 

Lucifer and his followers were thrown out of heaven and were denied the 
opportunity to have mortal bodies 

Thus, Lucifer and his followers were cast out of Heaven and were denied the opportunity to have 

mortal bodies, which means they are also cut off from the resurrection. They are also eternally cut off 

from the presence of God. Satan and his followers work to thwart Heavenly Father’s plan and lead 

His children to sin and spiritual death.
844

 

------ 

As a result of this rebellion, Satan and his followers were cut off from God’s presence and denied the 

blessing of receiving a physical body. They were also denied the opportunity to receive any 

inheritance in a kingdom of glory.
845

 

Satan is angry that his plan was not adopted, angry at the failure of his 
rebellion, angry of being deprived of a body 

Satan is the enemy of the righteous and those working to bring about God’s will. He is a necessary 

opposite to God.
846

 

------ 

Satan, also called the adversary or the devil, is the enemy of righteousness and those who seek to 

follow God.
847

 

------ 

The adversary ... aims to destroy us. Angry that his plan was not adopted in the heavens; angry at his 

failure in the rebellion against God and at his expulsion from the courts of glory; angry at his being 

deprived of a body, he and those who fell with him have been eager ever since that dreadful time to 

destroy their brethren and sisters who did not rebel with them.
848

 

Satan employs force, fear, subtlety, cunning, flattery, truths, half-truths, 
doubt, and disharmony 

One of Satan’s favorite tactics is to use force. Since the beginning he has been opposed to God’s plan 

of agency. Satan, when he can, upholds dictatorships, restricting the rights and liberties of people to 

choose that which is right or good. He also uses fear to his advantage. …  

Force is not Satan’s only tool. His best chance is to be subtle and cunning. He flatters and justifies, 

tells lies and half-truths, and sows doubt and disharmony.
849

 

------ 

Because Satan “seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself”, he and his followers try to 

lead us away from righteousness. He directs his most strenuous opposition at the most important 

aspects of Heavenly Father’s plan of happiness. For example, he seeks to discredit the Savior and the 
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priesthood, to cast doubt on the power of the Atonement, to counterfeit revelation, to distract us from 

the truth, and to contradict individual accountability. He attempts to undermine the family by 

confusing gender, promoting sexual relations outside of marriage, ridiculing marriage, and 

discouraging childbearing by married adults who would otherwise raise children in righteousness.
850

 

 

SATANISTS AND SATAN/DEVIL 

Some seek to be Satan’s disciples 

For some, Satan is not a being to be feared or rebuked but rather an exemplar to be revered and 

embraced. Those who seek to be Satan’s disciples have created congregations where they can gather 

to worship Satan, or more accurately, what Satan represents.
851

 

THE CHURCH OF SATAN 

Probably the first congregation established for this purpose was the Church of Satan, founded in 1966 

by a former circus and carnival showman named Anton Szandor LaVey. Part religion and part 

capitalist venture, the Church of Satan, led by the high priest LaVey, helped shape, through his many 

writings, what Satan means today to the Satanists.
852

 

The Church of Satan’s nine satanic statements 

The Church of Satan’s Golden Rule is “Do unto others as they do unto you”. As a congregation, it 

adheres to nine satanic statements written by LaVey to serve as their Ten Commandments. These nine 

satanic statements denote what Satan signifies for the church. They are: 

(1) Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence; 

(2) Satan represents vital existence instead of spiritual pipe dreams; 

(3) Satan represents undefiled wisdom instead of hypocritical self-deceit; 

(4) Satan represents kindness to those who deserve it instead of love wasted on ingrates; 

(5) Satan represents vengeance instead of turning the other cheek; 

(6) Satan represents responsibility to the responsible instead of concern for psychic vampires; 

(7) Satan represents us humans as mere animals, sometimes better, more often worse than 

those that walk on all-fours, who, because of our “divine spiritual and intellectual 

development,” have become the most vicious animals of all; 

(8) Satan represents all of the so-called sins, as they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional 

gratification; and 

(9) Satan has been the best friend the wider Christian church has ever had, having kept it in 

business all these years.
853

 

The Satanists’ nine satanic sins 

For [Satanists], the nine satanic sins are: (1) stupidity; (2) pretentiousness; (3) solipsism; (4) self-

deceit; (5) herd conformity; (6) lack of perspective; (7) forgetfulness of past orthodoxies; (8) 

counterproductive pride; and (9) lack of aesthetics.
854

 

THE TEMPLE OF SET 

A portion of the Church of Satan splintered in 1975, creating a new sect under the leadership of a Lt. 

Colonel with the U.S. Army, Michael Aquino. He began the Temple of Set
855

 in 1975 with himself as 

high priest.
856
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THE SATANIC TEMPLE857 

Do you worship Satan? 

It is the position of The Satanic Temple that religion can, and should, be divorced from superstition. 

As such, we do not promote a belief in a personal Satan. To embrace the name Satan is to embrace 

rational inquiry removed from supernaturalism and archaic tradition-based superstitions. The Satanist 

should actively work to hone critical thinking and exercise reasonable agnosticism in all things. Our 

beliefs must be malleable to the best current scientific understandings of the material world — never 

the reverse. 

Do you promote evil? 

The Satanic Temple holds to the basic premise that undue suffering is bad, and that which reduces 

suffering is good. We do not believe in symbolic “evil.” We embrace blasphemy as a legitimate 

expression of personal independence from counter-productive traditional norms. 

What does Satan mean to The Satanic Temple? 

Satan is symbolic of the Eternal Rebel in opposition to arbitrary authority, forever defending personal 

sovereignty even in the face of insurmountable odds. Satan is an icon for the unbowed will of the 

unsilenced inquirer… the heretic who questions sacred laws and rejects all tyrannical impositions. 

Ours is the literary Satan best exemplified by Milton and the Romantic Satanists, from Blake to 

Shelley, to Anatole France. 

If you do not believe in the supernatural, how is The Satanic Temple a 
religion? 

The idea that religion belongs to supernaturalists is ignorant, backward, and offensive. The 

metaphorical Satanic construct is no more arbitrary to us than are the deeply held beliefs that we 

actively advocate for. Are we supposed to believe that those who pledge submission to an ethereal 

supernatural deity hold to their values more deeply than we? Are we supposed to concede that only 

the superstitious are proper recipients of religious exemption and privilege? In fact, Satanism provides 

us all that a religion should, without a compulsory attachment to untenable items of faith-based belief: 

It provides a narrative structure by which we contextualize our lives and works. It provides a body of 

symbolism and religious practice — a sense of identity, culture, community, and shared values. 

What does The Satanic Temple believe? 

We believe in the pursuit of knowledge and freedom of Will.  

There are seven fundamental tenets 

 One should strive to act with compassion and empathy towards all creatures in accordance 

with reason. 

 The struggle for justice is an ongoing and necessary pursuit that should prevail over laws and 

institutions. 

 One’s body is inviolable, subject to one’s own will alone. 

 The freedoms of others should be respected, including the freedom to offend. To willfully and 

unjustly encroach upon the freedoms of another is to forgo one's own. 

 Beliefs should conform to our best scientific understanding of the world. We should take care 

never to distort scientific facts to fit our beliefs. 

 People are fallible. If we make a mistake, we should do our best to rectify it 

and remediate any harm that may have been caused. 

 Every tenet is a guiding principle designed to inspire nobility in action and thought. The spirit 

of compassion, wisdom, and justice should always prevail over the written or spoken word. 

Materially, we believe in nothing that is not demonstrably true, and hold to even those beliefs 
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with an understanding that they, too, must remain open to revision in the light of new 

scientific understandings. 

How is The Satanic Temple different from Humanists? 

A unifying attribute of all satanists is our embrace of our outsider status. In addition, satanists adhere 

to the principles of individual sovereignty and rejection of tyrannical authority. These concerns are of 

paramount importance to us, but are not fundamental components of Humanism. 

 


