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Jeremiah’s warnings
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All of the nations  would 

serve Babylon for 70 years.

Judah threatened 

with destruction.
1

2



“This whole country will be a desolate wasteland”1

Jer. 25:11



For centuries, God’s prophets had
threatened Judah’s destruction



The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah,

which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. So Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and

to all those living in Jerusalem:

For twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until this very day—the word of the

LORD has come to me and I have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened. And though the LORD has

sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, you have not listened or paid any attention. …

―But you did not listen to me,‖ declares the LORD, ―… and you have brought harm to yourselves.‖ …

―Because you have not listened to my words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar

king of Babylon,‖ declares the LORD, ―and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the

surrounding nations.

―I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from

them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp.

This whole country will become a desolate wasteland. (Jer. 25:1-11)

The cause for Jeremiah’s threat



The threatened destruction
was completely avoidable

Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city become a ruin? (Jer. 27:17, NIV) 



The threatened destruction
was completely avoidable

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ―This is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‗IF you surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, … this city will not be burned down. … BUT IF you will not surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it down.‘‖ 

… BUT IF you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to me: … this city will be burned down.‖  

(Jer. 38:17-18, 21, 23, NIV)

Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city become a ruin? (Jer. 27:17, NIV) 



The threatened destruction
was completely avoidable

If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I 

warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. (Jer. 18:7-8, NIV)

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ―This is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‗IF you surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, … this city will not be burned down. … BUT IF you will not surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it down.‘‖ 

… BUT IF you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to me: … this city will be burned down.‖  

(Jer. 38:17-18, 21, 23, NIV)

Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city become a ruin? (Jer. 27:17, NIV) 



The threatened destruction
was completely avoidable

IF you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, 

and IF you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to 

carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, 

THEN ...  I will turn your cities into ruins and lay waste 

your sanctuaries. ...  I will lay waste the land. ... I will scatter 

you among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue 

you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in 

ruins. (Lev. 26:14, 16, 31–33, NIV)

IF you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my 

commands, … you will eat all the food you want and live in 

safety in your land.

I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one 

will make you afraid … and the sword will not pass through 

your country. I will look on you with favor … I will put my 

dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. I will 

walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 

(Lev 26:3, 5-7, 9. 11-12, NIV)

If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I 

warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. (Jer. 18:7-8, NIV)

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ―This is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‗IF you surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, … this city will not be burned down. … BUT IF you will not surrender to 

the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it down.‘‖ 

… BUT IF you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to me: … this city will be burned down.‖  

(Jer. 38:17-18, 21, 23, NIV)

Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city become a ruin? (Jer. 27:17, NIV) 



“Without men or animals”

Isaiah and Jeremiah said that the cities, towns and land would be ―without inhabitant‖

(y`v^b). (Isa. 6:11; Jer. 4:7; Jer. 44:22)

The general meaning of y`v^B is to ―sit, sit down‖, with the

connotations of ―live, dwell, remain, settle”. (Mounce’s

Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament

Words, art. ―Live‖, pages 413 – 414)

―without inhabitant‖ (y`v^b)

Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the 

houses are left deserted  and the fields ruined and ravaged. 

(Isa. 6:11, NIV)

A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set 

out. He has left his place to lay waste your land. Your towns 

will lie in ruins without inhabitant.  (Jer. 4:7, NIV)

yāšab, [Q] to live, inhabit, stay; [N] to be settled, be inhabited;

[P] to set up, to cause to settle, make dwell, to cause to sit, by

extension: to marry, with a focus that the spouses live together.

(The Strongest NIV Exhaustive Concordance, Goodrick,

Kohlenberger)



―without men‖ (a`D`<)

When Jeremiah records that the land was ―without men‖, the Hebrew word is a`D`<. Speaking before 

Jerusalem fell, the people were saying that the land was already desolate and ―without men‖ (m}a}yn a`d`m). 

They considered the land to be “without men” because Babylon controlled the country. 

This is what the LORD says: … ―Once more fields will be

bought in this land of which you say, ‗It is a desolate waste,

without men (m}a}yn a`d`m) or animals, for it has been

handed over to the Babylonians.‘‖ (Jer. 32:43, NIV)

This is what the LORD says: ―You say about this place, ‗It is a

desolate waste, without men (m}a}yn a`d`m) or animals.‘

Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are

deserted, inhabited by neither men (m}a}yn a`d`m) nor

animals, there will be heard once more the sounds of joy and

gladness.‖ … This is what the LORD Almighty says: ―In this

place, desolate and without men (m}a}yn-a`d`m) or animals

—in all its towns there will again be pastures for shepherds to

rest their flocks.‖ (Jer. 33:10–12, NIV)

Isaiah and Jeremiah said that the cities, towns and land would be ―without inhabitant‖

(y`v^b). (Isa. 6:11; Jer. 4:7; Jer. 44:22)

―without inhabitant‖ (y`v^b)

“Without men or animals”



Isaiah and Jeremiah said that the cities, towns and land would be ―without inhabitant‖

(y`v^b). (Isa. 6:11; Jer. 4:7; Jer. 44:22)

―without inhabitant‖ (y`v^b)

“Without men or animals”

―without men‖ (a`D`<)

When Jeremiah records that the land was ―without men‖, the Hebrew word is a`D`<. Speaking before 

Jerusalem fell, the people were saying that the land was already desolate and ―without men‖ (m}a}yn a`d`m). 

They considered the land to be “without men” because Babylon controlled the country. 

―without people‖ ( u^<)

The prophets and the populace could have used the common Hebrew word for people ( u^<) and thus say that 

the land was ―without people‖, but they never did.

Most frequently [the Hebrew word] u^< denotes a large group of people united by a familial relationship. 

(Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, art. ―People‖, page 504)



―without people‖ ( u^<)

The prophets and the populace could have used the common Hebrew word for people ( u^<) and thus say that 

the land was ―without people‖, but they never did.

Most frequently [the Hebrew word] u^< denotes a large group of people united by a familial relationship. 

(Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, art. ―People‖, page 504)

Isaiah and Jeremiah said that the cities, towns and land would be ―without inhabitant‖

(y`v^b). (Isa. 6:11; Jer. 4:7; Jer. 44:22)

―without inhabitant‖ (y`v^b)

“Without men or animals”

―without men‖ (a`D`<)

When Jeremiah records that the land was ―without men‖, the Hebrew word is a`D`<. Speaking before 

Jerusalem fell, the people were saying that the land was already desolate and ―without men‖ (m}a}yn a`d`m). 

They considered the land to be “without men” because Babylon controlled the country. 

• The expressions ―without inhabitant‖ and ―without men‖ must be recognised as idiomatic, requiring an

understanding of what they meant to the people at the time they were being used.

• The Hebrew word for ―inhabitant‖ (y{v@b from y`v^b) speaks of long-term settled residence. Thus while people

may be living in a region, the land could still be considered as being without ―inhabitant‖ because it was under

the total control of a foreign power. For those people of Judah, they had lost their men of power and influence,

the fighting men, political, religious and palace officials, as well as their artisans and craftsmen. When Babylon

gradually removed these groups from Judah and set up their own controls, the country was already considered

as ―without inhabitant‖.

• As soon as the land had been taken by the Babylonians – before the destruction of Jerusalem – the populace

said the land was already ―without men‖ (m}a}yn a`d`m).



“These nations will serve the king of Babylon 70 years”2

Jer. 25:11
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The Bible, 

however, says
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These nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. …

This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: ―Take from my hand this cup filled with the wine of my wrath and 

make all the nations to whom I send you drink it.  When they drink it, they will stagger and go mad because of the sword I 

will send among them.‖ 

So I took the cup from the LORD'S hand and made all the nations to whom he sent me drink it:

Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, its kings and officials, to make them a ruin and an object of horror and scorn and 

cursing, as they are today;

Pharaoh king of Egypt, his attendants, his officials and all his people, and all the foreign people there;

all the kings of Uz;

all the kings of the Philistines (those of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the people left at Ashdod); 

Edom, Moab and Ammon;

all the kings of Tyre and Sidon;

the kings of the coastlands across the sea; 

Dedan, Tema, Buz and all who are in distant places;

all the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the foreign people who live in the desert; 

all the kings of Zimri, Elam and Media;

and all the kings of the north, near and far, one after the other—all the kingdoms on the face of the earth. And after all of 

them, the king of Sheshach will drink it too. (Jer. 25:11, 15-26, NIV)
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The Bible, 

however, says



The 70 years of servitude
to Babylon could not be avoided

These nations will SERVE the king of Babylon seventy years. (Jer. 25:11, NIV)

Now I will hand all your countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. …  All nations will SERVE him 

and his son and his grandson until the time for his land comes. …

If, however, any nation or kingdom will not SERVE Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon or bow its neck under his yoke, I will 

punish that nation with the sword, famine and plague, declares the LORD, until I destroy it by [Nebuchadnezzar‘s] hand.

So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers who tell you, 

―You will not SERVE the king of Babylon.‖ They prophesy lies to you that will only serve to remove you far from your 

lands; I will banish you and you will perish. BUT if any nation will bow its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and 

SERVE him, I will let that nation remain in its own land to till it and to live there, declares the LORD.

[Jeremiah] gave the same message to Zedekiah king of Judah. I said, ―Bow your neck under the yoke of the king of 

Babylon; SERVE him and his people, and you will live. Why will you and your people die by the sword, famine and 

plague with which the LORD has threatened any nation that will not SERVE the king of Babylon? Do not listen to the 

words of the prophets who say to you, “You will not SERVE the king of Babylon”, for they are prophesying lies to 

you. (Jer. 27:1-3, 6-14)



Jeremiah’s confrontation with false prophets

The prophet Hananiah … [said] ―This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‗I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.‘ ‖ (Jer 28:1-2, NIV)

Prophets at Jerusalem acknowledged that the servitude to Babylon was already in place.

[Jeremiah said]: ―The God of Israel, says: ‗I will put an iron yoke on the necks of all these nations to make 

them SERVE Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and they will SERVE him.‘ ‖ (Jer. 28:12-14, NIV)



Jeremiah’s confrontation with false prophets

The prophet Hananiah … [said] ―This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‗I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.‘ ‖ (Jer 28:1-2, NIV)

Prophets at Jerusalem acknowledged that the servitude to Babylon was already in place.

[Jeremiah said]: ―The God of Israel, says: ‗I will put an iron yoke on the necks of all these nations to make 

them SERVE Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and they will SERVE him.‘ ‖ (Jer. 28:12-14, NIV)

Prophets at Babylon were promising swift release from the servitude that was already in place.

To all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ―Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they

produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they

too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. …

―Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.

They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,‖ declares the LORD.

This is what the LORD says: ―When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious

promise to bring you back to this place.‖ (Jer 29:4-6, 8-10, NIV)



Jeremiah’s confrontation with false prophets

The prophet Hananiah … [said] ―This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‗I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.‘ ‖ (Jer 28:1-2, NIV)

Prophets at Jerusalem acknowledged that the servitude to Babylon was already in place.

[Jeremiah said]: ―The God of Israel, says: ‗I will put an iron yoke on the necks of all these nations to make 

them SERVE Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and they will SERVE him.‘ ‖ (Jer. 28:12-14, NIV)

Prophets at Babylon were promising swift release from the servitude that was already in place.

To all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ―Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they

produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they

too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. …

―Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.

They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,‖ declares the LORD.

This is what the LORD says: ―When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious

promise to bring you back to this place.‖ (Jer 29:4-6, 8-10, NIV)

The leaders at Babylon understood this meant their exile would

continue until the decreed 70 year servitude had finished.

[Jeremiah] sent this message to us in Babylon: ―It will be a long time. Therefore build houses and settle down; plant

gardens and eat what they produce.‖ (Jer 29:28, NIV)
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What the Watchtower claims

Destruction

The Watchtower starts the Seventy 

Years when Jews entered Egypt from 

Judah, which happened some time 

after Jerusalem was destroyed.

“Seventy Years” starts

Two months



Watchtower, page  27

Watchtower, pages 26-27

The words in 

brackets are not 

in the Bible.

The events described at Jer. 52; 2 Kings 

25; and Jer. 40-43 could not have been 

completed within two months. 

(See the following page)

What the Watchtower claims

Destruction

The Watchtower starts the Seventy 

Years when Jews entered Egypt from 

Judah, which happened some time 

after Jerusalem was destroyed.

“Seventy Years” starts

Two months



It is not possible for all these events to take place within two months 

Jerusalem

destroyed.

(Jer. 52:12)

10th day

5th month

Gedaliah

commissioned and 

installed as governor.

Administration set up 

at Mizpah.

(2 Kings 25:22 )

News reaches Jews in the 

lands of Moab, Ammon, 

and Edom that Judah is 

under Gedaliah. They pack 

up, travel home, go to 

Gedaliah, and have an 

abundant summer harvest.

(Jer. 40:11, 12)

Ishmael and 

eight others 

escape and go to 

the Ammonites.

(Jer. 41:15)

They gather at 

Mizpah, and 

Gedaliah reassures 

them: “Serve 

Babylon and 

prosper”.

(2 Kings 25:24)

Gedaliah, Jews, 

and soldiers are 

murdered by 

Ishmael at a feast.

(Jer. 41:1, 2)

Army officers 

and men in the 

open country 

hear of 

Gedaliah’s role.

(2 Kings 25:23)

7th month

Ishmael takes 

captives from 

Mizpah and sets 

out for the 

Ammonites.

(Jer. 41:10)

Johanan goes to 

fight Ishmael. 

Catches up near 

Gibeon.

(Jer. 41:11)

Johanan leads 

the survivors, 

stopping at 

Geruth Kimham

near Bethlehem.

(Jer. 41:15)

Jeremiah is asked: 

“Pray that the 

LORD your God 

will tell us where 

we should go.” 

(Jer. 42:3)

The word comes 

to Jeremiah ten

days later.

(Jer. 42:7)

Jeremiah commands 

them: “Stay in this 

land and the LORD 

will build you up.”

(Jer. 42:10-12, NIV)

Azariah and Johanan tell 

Jeremiah he is lying. The 

people disobey God’s

command to stay in the 

land of Judah. 

(Jer. 43:2, 4)

Egypt

Next day, eighty 

mourners come with 

offerings and incense to 

the house of the LORD. 

(Jer. 41:4-5)



The Swedish New World 
Translation (left) and the 

Danish New World Translation 
(right) render Jer. 29:10 as 

“for” Babylon
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Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has 

become unclean. All who honored her 

despise her, for they have seen her 

nakedness; she herself groans and turns 

away. (Lam. 1:8, NIV)

We have sinned and rebelled and you 

have not forgiven. (Lam. 3:42, NIV)

The punishment of my people is 

greater than that of Sodom, which 

was overthrown in a moment 

without a hand turned to help her. 

(Lam. 4:6, NIV)

Lamentations misrepresented

None of these passages from Lamentations mentions ―Seventy Years‖.

None of these Bible passages states that the Seventy Years followed the destruction of Jerusalem.

If there was such a passage in the Bible, the Watchtower would have cited it.
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Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has 

become unclean. All who honored her 

despise her, for they have seen her 

nakedness; she herself groans and turns 

away. (Lam. 1:8, NIV)

We have sinned and rebelled and you 

have not forgiven. (Lam. 3:42, NIV)

The punishment of my people is 

greater than that of Sodom, which 

was overthrown in a moment 

without a hand turned to help her. 

(Lam. 4:6, NIV)

Lamentations misrepresented

The Bible does not say that the 

Seventy Years was a period of 

―exile‖. The period is repeatedly 

termed as ―servitude‖ by all nations 

towards Babylon

The Bible does not say that the 

Seventy Year period followed 

the destruction of Jerusalem.

The Watchtower’s opinion is an 

unwarranted imposition.

None of these passages from Lamentations mentions ―Seventy Years‖.

None of these Bible passages states that the Seventy Years followed the destruction of Jerusalem.

If there was such a passage in the Bible, the Watchtower would have cited it.
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The Bible version

Jeremiah: All nations would definitely serve 

Babylon for 70 years. This could not be avoided.
Persian rule

Centuries of repeated warnings by God‘s 

prophets of avoidable destruction
Daniel: Jerusalem destroyed for 70 years

Babylon‘s

regional domination  

begins

Avoidable

destruction

of Jerusalem

End of Babylon‘s

70 years of regional 

domination



Jeremiah: Judah exiled for 70 years.

Watchtower, pages 26-27

The Watchtower
version

Persian rule

Daniel: Jerusalem devastated for 70 years

Destruction

of Jerusalem

Exodus into 

Egypt

The Bible version

Jeremiah: All nations would definitely serve 

Babylon for 70 years. This could not be avoided.
Persian rule

Centuries of repeated warnings by God‘s 

prophets of avoidable destruction
Daniel: Jerusalem destroyed for 70 years

Babylon‘s

regional domination  

begins

First exiles 

at temple 

site

Avoidable

destruction

of Jerusalem

End of Babylon‘s

70 years of regional 

domination
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The 70 years of servitude ended when 

Persia overthrew Babylon.

Watchtower, page  27

All nations will serve [Nebuchadnezzar] and his

son and his grandson until the time for his land

comes; then many nations and great kings will

subjugate him. (Jer. 27:7, NIV)

―God has numbered the days of your reign and 

brought it to an end. … Your kingdom is divided 

and given to the Medes and Persians.‖ … That very 

night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was 

slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, 

at the age of sixty-two. (Dan. 5:26, 28, 30-31, NIV)

This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ―The 

LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth‖. (Ezra 1:2)

The 70 years of servitude ended when 

Persia overthrew Babylon.

Regional dominance had passed to 

Cyrus. The nations were no longer 

serving Babylon.

The moment when Babylon‘s regional 

dominance ended and the kingdom 

passed to the Persians. The nations 

were no longer serving Babylon.



“End” (<`l@a) at Daniel 9:2

Daniel obtained his information from Jeremiah‘s letters.

Twice Jeremiah had said God would redeem his people after

Babylon‘s seventy years of supremacy had ended (<`l@a ):

When the seventy years are fulfilled (<`l@a), I will

punish the king of Babylon. (Jer. 25:12, NIV)

―When seventy years are completed (<`l@a) for

Babylon, I will come to you.‖ (Jer. 29:10, NIV)

When it relates to time, (<`l@a ) refers to the completion of a 

particular period of time. (See Mounce’s Complete Expository 

Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, art. ―Fill‖, page 

250)

Daniel‘s focus was on the ending (<`l@a ) of the period 

according to Jeremiah, not on its commencement.

In the first year of [Darius‘] reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the 

books the number of years which, according to the word of the 

LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end 

(<`l@a) of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy 

years. (Daniel 9:2, RSV)

The Hebrew word <`l@a means ―completed‖. (Mounce’s

Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament

Words, William Mounce, page 250, art. ―fill‖)

Fulfillment. State, process, or act by which a situation 

comes to a complete end. … (m`l@a) is often used of God 

bringing to fruition something that he has promised. 

(Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, art.: 

―Fulfillment‖)

―When the seventy years are fulfilled (from <`l@a), I will

punish the king of Babylon and his nation‖. (Jer. 25:12-14)

This is what the LORD says: ―When seventy years are

completed (from <`l@a) for Babylon, I will come to you‖.

(Jer. 29:10)



Daniel used forms of the Hebrew word <`l@a at Daniel 9:2 and at 10:3 in its time-related 

meaning of ―the completion of a particular period of time‖.

I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over (from <`l@a ). (Dan. 

10:3, NIV)

At Jeremiah‘s third use of <`l@a, he said the leaders of the flock will be slaughtered when 

their allotted day had arrived (from <`l@a ). (Jer. 25:34, NIV).  Once again the word refers 

to the ending of a set period, not to its length.

The other uses of <`l@a by Jeremiah and Daniel

The urgent confessional nature of Daniel‘s prayer in 9:3-19 makes more sense 

when one understands the seventy years to be in the past.

With the fact that Jer. 29:10 explicitly relates the seventy years to Babylon (and 

Dan 5 implicitly supports this view), it is no wonder that Daniel, in the first year 

of Darius the Mede, prayed a prayer of confession on behalf of all the exiles.

The reason for this is clear: although the seventy years for Babylon were past, 

the exiles were still in Babylon. Thus, Daniel understood the return of the exiles 

to be contingent upon the end of Babylon as an independent nation. But the sins 

of all Israel (vss. 4-15) had delayed the fulfillment of this part of the prophecy.  

(Jeremiah’s Seventy Years for Babylon: A Re-assessment. Part 1: The Scriptural 

Data, Ross E. Winkle, Part 1, pages 212-213)



2 Chronicles 36 and the “end-point” of the Seventy Years

[Nebuchadnezzar] carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, 

who escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him 

and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. (2 

Chr. 36:20, NIV).

(Based on Jeremiah:  All nations will serve him and his son 

and his grandson until the time for his land comes; then many 

nations and great kings will subjugate him. – Jer. 27:7)

The Seventy Year servitude to Babylon came 

to its end when Babylon‘s kingdom ended.

The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation 

(v^<<>) it rested, until the seventy years were completed

(<`l}a) in fulfillment (<`l}a ) of the word of the LORD 

spoken by JEREMIAH. (2 Chr. 36:21, NIV)

The NIV rendering of this verse says that the 

resting ended at the same time that the 

Seventy Years ended. It does not say that the 

land rested for 70 years.

Babylon no longer dominated the land, so its 

Sabbath had ended.

(Note the information about  <`l}a on the previous pages.)



The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, ―Speak to the Israelites 

and say to them: ‗When you enter the land I am going to give you, 

the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD.

For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your 

vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land 

is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD.

Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. Do not reap what 

grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The 

land is to have a year of rest.

Whatever the land yields during the sabbath year will be food for 

you—for yourself, your manservant and maidservant, and the 

hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, as well 

as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever 

the land produces may be eaten.

(Lev. 25:1-7, NIV)
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But those people did 

not leave the land.

Since they were 

instructed: ―Whatever 

the land produces may 

be eaten‖, presumes 

there were people 

living on the land 

while it enjoyed its 

Sabbath rest.

2 Chronicles 36 and the Torah’s “Sabbath of the land”
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This passage does NOT state that the land would be unworked and deserted for 70 years. 

It is equally valid to apply this passage to a period of any length. Charles Taze Russell 

applied this passage to his 2520 year prophetic fulfilment.
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But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands … If after all this you will not listen to me, I will 

punish you for your sins seven times over. …  If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will 

multiply your afflictions seven times over. … If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but 

continue to be hostile toward me, I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for your sins seven times 

over. … If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile toward me, then in my anger I will 

be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven times over. …

I will lay waste the land, so that your enemies who live there will be appalled. I will scatter you among the nations 

and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in ruins.

Then the land will enjoy its sabbath years all the time that it lies desolate and you are in the country of your 

enemies; then the land will rest and enjoy its sabbaths. All the time that it lies desolate, the land will have the rest it 

did not have during the sabbaths you lived in it. …

But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers … I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my 

covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. For the land will be deserted 

by them and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. (Lev. 26:14, 18, 21, 23, 24, 27, 28, 32-35, 

40, 42, 43, NIV)



Shmita (Hebrew, literally "release"), also called the Sabbatical Year, is the seventh year of the seven-year agricultural

cycle mandated by the Torah for the Land of Israel, and still observed in contemporary Judaism.

During Shmita, the land is left to lie fallow and all agricultural activity—including plowing, planting, pruning and

harvesting—is forbidden by Torah law. Other cultivation techniques—such as watering, fertilizing, weeding, spraying,

trimming and mowing—may be performed as a preventative measure only, not to improve the growth of trees or plants.

Additionally, any fruits which grow of their own accord are deemed hefker (ownerless) and may be picked by anyone. A

variety of laws also apply to the sale, consumption and disposal of Shmita produce. ...

The first Shmita year in the modern State of Israel was 1951 (5712 in the Hebrew calendar). Subsequent Shmita years

have been 1958-1959 (5719), 1965-1966 (5726), 1972-1973 (5733), 1979-1980 (5740), 1986-1987 (5747), 1993-1994

(5754), 2000-2001 (5761) [, and 2007-2008 (5768)]. ...

The 50th year of the land, which is also a Shabbat of the land, is called "Yovel" in Hebrew, which is the origin of the

Latin term "Jubilee", also meaning 50th. The Jubilee Year is not observed in modern times because it only applies when

representatives of all twelve tribes have returned and a majority of the world's Jews live in the Land,

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shmita)

Modern Israel practices “Sabbath of the land”
every seventh year

... but the country is not depopulated



Classical historians and Ptolemy’s list of kings3
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The Watchtower relies on classical historians

The Watchtower cannot get BCE dates from the Bible.

It relies on scholars who use sources that the Watchtower rejects.
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The Watchtower’s “strong evidence” for 537 BCE

The Watchtower relies on secular scholars for BCE dates. Some scholars  

support the article‘s date of 537 BCE.

But scholars are divided, accepting dates ranging from 538 BCE to 535 BCE.

Every one of these same scholars accepts 586 BCE for Jerusalem‘s 

destruction.
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The Watchtower’s total “strong evidence”
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There is no evidence which proves the year when 

Jews returned. There is no agreement on the date. 

However there is overwhelming agreement on the 

date of Jerusalem‘s destruction – 587/586 BCE.

The Bible provides no dates. These are provided by 

the sources that the Watchtower article rejects.

The Bible does not state that the return of some exiles 

marked the end of the 70 years. To the contrary, it 

explicitly links the period‘s end to the moment Persia 

became the region‘s dominant power.

The Bible very clearly says there would be a 70-year 

servitude to Babylon by all of the region‘s nations. 

The Bible never says ―70 year exile‖.  And the 

experience was not limited to Judah.

Using the Watchtower’s theory, counting back 70 

years brings it back to the exodus from Judah into 

Egypt following the murder of Gedaliah.
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http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_B__References__of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf

Printed Critiques

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_of_When_Was_Ancient_Jerusalem_Destroyed.pdf

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_A_of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf


