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Brochure, page 2 

It is thus understandable why the Watchtower Society does not 

accept the Qu’ran as sacred Scripture. They do not print or publish 

any Islamic sacred writings. 

 

That being the case: 

 

• Why does the Watchtower Society accept the writings that 

are selected by Judaism as sacred? 

 

• Why does the Watchtower Society accept the writings that 

were selected as sacred by Christendom’s churches? 

In 2013, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society published the 

brochure How Can You Have a Happy Life? 

It is addressed to Jews. The people featured in it either carry 

Jewish names or their physical appearance is Jewish. 

Virtually every Scripture reference is from the Hebrew Scriptures 

and information is provided when a verse number in the Jewish 

translation of the Hebrew Scriptures differs from that in the 

Watchtower’s Christendom-based translation. 

The brochure opens with the emphasis 

that the WTS is not part of Christendom, 

Judaism, or Islam  
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Brochure, page 2 

TNK, page xv 
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The Hebrew Canon 
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Inasmuch as these are Jewish translations of the Hebrew Scriptures (Tanakh), 

they are based on the Hebrew text. 

 

Christendom relies on the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, the 

Septuagint (LXX). 

Also referenced in this Study is an English translation of the Tanakh published 

more recently in 1996: The Stone Edition Tanach: The Torah / Prophets / Writings: 

The Twenty-Four Books of the Bible Newly Translated and Annotated, Rabbi 

Nosson Scherman (editor), Mesorah Publications. 

It is referenced as TNC in this Study. 

This translation also has the Hebrew text, which includes the Tetragram hwhy,, 

where it is translated in the English text as HASHEM (“The Name”). 



Brochure, page 2 

The following page discusses Isaiah 43:10 and its context, 

showing: 

 

• Who the writer was talking about. 

(Jacob and Israel.) 

 

• Who they had witnessed. 
(The Only God, namely, hwhy) 

 

• What they had witnessed. 
(The unique qualities of hwhy and his covenant promise to 

them.) 

 

• The reason for their current state. 

(Their disobedience had resulted in devastation of the land 

and in their servitude to Babylon.) 
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Isaiah 43:1 – 28 
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WHO ARE THE “WITNESSES AND SERVANT” OF hwhy AT ISAIAH 43:10? 

My witnesses are you 

  —declares the LORD— 

My servant, whom I have chosen. 

To the end that you may take thought, 

And believe in Me, 

And understand that I am He: 

Before Me no god was formed, 

And after Me none shall exist- 

None but me, the LORD; 

Beside Me, none can grant triumph. 

I alone foretold the triumph 

And I brought it to pass; 

I announced it, 

And no strange god was among you. 

So you are My witnesses 

  —declares the LORD— 

And I am God. (Isaiah 43:10-12, TNK) 

According to this, being a witness and servant of hwhy is to comprehend, believe and understand 

that he is God alone. Thus when a person witnesses, they are seeing hwhy and they perceive that 

he is unique and their only saviour. They have witnessed for themselves that he is indeed God. 

 

As the context from the beginning of the poem shows, these words were part of the repeated plea 
by hwhy to the peoples of Jacob and Israel whom hwhy had formed: 

But now thus said the LORD— 

Who created you, O Jacob, 

Who formed you, O Israel: 

Fear not, for I will redeem you; 

I have singled you out by name, 

You are Mine. (Isaiah 43:1, TNK) 

 

At Isaiah 43:14-20, hwhy reminds them of his mercy towards them, of the manner in which he cared 

for them. Yet these people who had witnessed for themselves that he is God, turned their backs on 
him, and for that reason they were suffering. Despite having witnessed hwhy, they offended him. As 

the direct context shows, for this reason hwhy had devastated his witnesses, Jacob and Israel. 

But you have not worshiped Me, O Jacob, 

That you should be weary of Me, O Israel. … 

 

You have burdened Me with your sins, 

You have wearied Me with your iniquities. 

 

So I profaned the holy princes; 

I abandoned Jacob to proscription 

And Israel to mockery. (Isaiah 43:22-28, TNK) 

 

And now, thus says HASHEM, your 

Creator, O Jacob; the One Who 

fashioned you, O Israel: Fear not, for I 

have redeemed you; I have called [you] 

by name; you are Mine. (TNC) 

You are My witnesses—the word of 

HASHEM—and My servant whom I 

have chosen, so that you will know and 

believe in Me, and understand that I am 

He; before Me nothing was created by a 

god nor will there be after Me! 

I, only I, am HASHEM, and there is no 

deliverer aside from Me. I have foretold 

and brought salvation and informed you; 

there was no strange [god] in your 

midst. You are my witnesses—the word 

of HASHEM—and I am God. (TNC) 

But you did not call out to Me, O Jacob, 

for you grew weary of Me, O Israel. 

You burdened Me with your sins, you 

wearied Me with your iniquities.  

Therefore I have profaned the holy 

princes;  I handed Jacob over to 

devastation and Israel to blasphemies. 

(TNC) 
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If scientists accept the Creation story, why did the writers of this brochure have to rely on 

one who has continued for a long time as an active committed Jehovah’s Witness? 

 

This Witness’s scientific discipline was in the transfer of heat in materials, without any 

biological implications. 

 

“Entropy” could just as easily be the current phase of this galaxy’s evolution as it moves 

from its dusty origins through to its ultimate death and rebirth, taking billions of years. The 

action of Entropy shows a law of physics in operation but of itself does not mean an 

intelligence.  

 

Even if there were an intelligence, it is a huge step to say that the writings by the Jews 

provided the true and only correct version of that intelligence. They got so many things 

wrong in the area of science. 

Publicly available information on the Internet shows that George Zinsmeister is a 

faithful and active elder of the Amherst congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/jehovahs_witnesses_coming_to_a

.html  

The publicly available University of Massachusetts Report, 1956/1957-1977/1978 

speaks of: “Professor George Zinsmeister's work in heat transfer in composite 

materials.” 

https://archive.org/stream/universityofmass70711univ/universityofmass70711univ_dj

vu.txt  

Also: 

http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629  

Brochure, Section 3, page 6 

The Watchtower Society has used the support of scientists who were admitted to be 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. In this brochure, however, the WTS failed to do so, giving the 

impression that the Professor was providing an objective view. 

 

(Science and the Bible Helped Me Find the Meaning of Life, Bernd Oelschlägel Awake!, 

November 22, 2005, pages 12-15; Why I Believe the Bible—A Nuclear Scientist Tells His 

Story, Alton Williams, Awake! January 22, 2004, pages 19-23. The Watchtower Society also 

employs anonymous “testimonies”. See 1986-2013 Publications Index under “Physics”: 

“physicist praises Creation book” Awake! August 8, 2003 page 32; “physics professor 

accepts truth” Awake! March 8, 1988, page 19; “physics professor praises Creator book”, 

Awake! June 22, 1999, page 32.) 

http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/jehovahs_witnesses_coming_to_a.html
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/jehovahs_witnesses_coming_to_a.html
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/jehovahs_witnesses_coming_to_a.html
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/jehovahs_witnesses_coming_to_a.html
https://archive.org/stream/universityofmass70711univ/universityofmass70711univ_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/universityofmass70711univ/universityofmass70711univ_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/universityofmass70711univ/universityofmass70711univ_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/universityofmass70711univ/universityofmass70711univ_djvu.txt
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
http://hosting-5049.tributes.com/show/Doris-M.-Cantoni-88275629
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Brochure, Section 3, page 6 

They viewed the sky as a vault resting on 

foundations—perhaps mountains—with 

doors and windows that let in the rain. 

God dwelt above the sky, hidden in cloud 

and majesty. 

The world was viewed as a disk 

floating on the waters, secured or 

moored by pillars. The earth was the 

only known domain—the realm beyond 

it was considered unknowable. 

The Underworld (Sheol) was a watery or 

dusty prison from which no one returned. 

Regarded as a physical place beneath the 

earth, it could be reached only through 

death. 



The heavens declare the glory of God, 

    The sky proclaims his handiwork. … 

He placed in them a tent for the sun. … 

His rising-place is at one end of heaven, 

    and his circuit reaches the other. (Psalms 19:2, 5, 7 TNK) 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 

tells of His handiwork. … 

In their midst He has set up a tent for the sun. … Its source 

is the end of the heavens and its circuit is to their end. 

(Psalm 19:2, 5, 7 TNC) 

It is He who is enthroned above the vault of the earth, 

So that its inhabitants seem as grasshoppers; 

Who spread out the skies like gauze, 

Stretched them out like a tent to dwell in. (Isaiah 40:22 TNK) 

It is He who sits on the circumference of the earth, with its 

inhabitants like grasshoppers; Who spreads the heavens 

like a thin curtain, and stretches them like a tent to dwell in. 

(Isaiah 40:22 TNC) 
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Hebrew Cosmology 

(The above picture from the brochure  

is described on the following page.) 
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Brochure, Section 3, page 6 



Thousands of sparkling young stars are nestled within the giant nebula NGC 3603, one 

of the most massive young star clusters in the Milky Way Galaxy. 

NGC 3603, a prominent star-forming region in the Carina spiral arm of the Milky Way 

about 20,000 light-years away. The image reveals stages in the life cycle of stars. 

Powerful ultraviolet radiation and fast winds from the bluest and hottest stars have 

blown a big bubble around the cluster. Moving into the surrounding nebula, this torrent 

of radiation sculpted the tall, dark stalks of dense gas, which are embedded in the walls 

of the nebula. These gaseous monoliths are a few light-years tall and point to the central 

cluster. The stalks may be incubators for new stars. 

On a smaller scale, a cluster of dark clouds called "Bok" globules resides at the top, 

right corner. These clouds are composed of dense dust and gas and are about 10 to 50 

times more massive than the sun. Resembling an insect's cocoon, a Bok globule may 

be undergoing a gravitational collapse on its way to forming new stars. The nebula was 

first discovered by Sir John Herschel in 1834. 

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_929.html  

Cluster of stars in the Milky Way galaxy 

http://www.nasa.gov/images/content/191853main_image_feature_929_full.jpg  
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http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_929.html
http://www.nasa.gov/images/content/191853main_image_feature_929_full.jpg
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The life cycle of a star 

is seen to take billions of years 

The birth of a star 

Space is not empty; it is filled with thinly spread gas and dust. In some 

places, this interstellar medium is collected into a big cloud of dust and gas 

known as a nebula. This is the birthplace of stars where the gas and dust 

gather to form a star. 

Star-Birth Clouds in M16. 

Stellar "Eggs" Emerge from a Molecular Cloud 

Space is a continuously changing environment where stars are 

seen at every stage of formation, with some living on to shining, 

but all eventually dying, which in turn provides the material for 

new heavenly bodies to form. 

The ancient Hebrew writer’s model was confined by their 

erroneous understandings which cannot be relied on. 
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Thousands of stars forming in the cloud of gas and dust known as the Orion 

nebula, as viewed by the Hubble Space Telescope. More than 3,000 stars of 

various sizes appear in this image 

The Carina Nebula 
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A bright cluster of brilliant, massive stars, Hodge 301, shown in the lower right-hand 

corner, is blasting material from supernovae into the surrounding nebula.  

Multiple Generations of Stars in the Tarantula Nebula 
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The Helix Nebula: a gaseous envelope 

being expelled by a dying star 

The Helix Nebula is a trillion-mile-long tunnel of glowing gases. At 

its centre is a dying star which has ejected masses of dust and gas 

Kohoutek 4-55 contains the outer layers of a red giant star that 

were expelled into interstellar space when the star was in the late 

stages of its life. 

Death of planetary nebula Kohoutek 4-55 



Brochure, Section 3, page 6 
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Could nature reveal 

God’s plan for happiness? 
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• The first two sentences are pure assumption. 

 

• The Scriptures did not exist when 2 Samuel was written. 

 

• The Scriptures were written by men, selected by men, edited by men, and have 

been corrupted by men. It is impossible to know what was originally written. 

• The Watchtower Society says that God could not even prevent his own name 

being removed from the Scriptures. 

• The Hebrew Scriptures have two major streams, the Greek (LXX) and the later 

Hebrew (MT). Christians use the LXX, while Jews use the MT. There are 

marked differences between these major streams. The earliest available copies 

of the LXX are more than 1000 years older than the MT, and they are translated 

from earlier Hebrew and Aramaic sources. 

Brochure, Section 4, page 8 

“In spite of their precision, even the manuscripts that were written and vocalized by 

the Masoretes contain corruptions, changes, and erasures. 

More importantly, the Masoretes, and before them the soferim, made their 

contribution at a relatively late stage in the development of the biblical text; at that 

time the text already contained corruptions and had been tampered with before the 

scribes began to treat it with such reverence and before they put their meticulous 

principles into practice. Therefore, paradoxically, the soferim and Masoretes 

carefully preserved a text that was already corrupted. (Textual Criticism Of The 

Hebrew Bible, Third edition, page 10, Emanuel Tov) 

“Many details in the text preserved in the various representatives (manuscripts, 

editions) of what is commonly called the Masoretic Text, do not reflect the ‘original 

text’ of the biblical books.” (Emanuel Tov, page 11) 

“The Scriptures” 
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Brochure, Section 4, page 9 

Not one rendering of Ezra 7:6 at http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm describes Ezra as 

a “skilled copyist”. 

 

He is commonly described as: “Well versed in the Law of Moses” or as “A scribe 

skilled in the Law of Moses”.  

Ezra came up from Babylon, a scribe expert in the Teaching of Moses. (Ezra 7:6, 

TNK) 

Ezra ascended from Babylonia; he was a brilliant scholar of the Torah of Moses, 

which HASHEM, God of Israel, had given. (Ezra 7:6 TNC) 

Even if Ezra had copied scrolls, it does not follow that every subsequent editor and 

copyist was meticulous. The evidence runs to the contrary. There are significant 

differences between the LXX (various Greek renderings) and MT (Hebrew), and 

Jews have rejected the former. Other renderings include those by Theodotion, 

Aquila and others. This is evidenced by Origen’s Hexapla. 

[Ezra] was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had 

given; the meaning is, not that he had a quick hand in writing out copies of it, but 

was well versed in the knowledge of it; had studied it thoroughly, well instructed in it, 

and was abundantly qualified to teach it to others; he was an eminent doctor of the 

law. 

Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible at http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm 

This Ezra … was a ready scribe in the law of Moses—The term “scribe” does not 

mean merely a penman, nor even an attorney well versed in forms of law and 

skilled in the method of preparing public or private deeds. He was a rabbi, or doctor, 

learned in the Mosaic law, and in all that related to the civil and ecclesiastical polity 

and customs of the Hebrew people. Scribes of this description possessed great 

authority and influence. 

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary at http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm 

Ezra 

http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://gill.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://gill.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/7.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezra/7-6.htm


Brochure, Section 4, page 9 

The oldest copies of the Masoretic [Hebrew] Text only date back to the 10th century, 

nearly 1000 years after the time of Christ. And these texts differ from the originals in 

many specific ways. 

The Masoretic text is named after the Masoretes, who were scribes and Torah 

scholars who worked in the middle-east between the 7th and 11th centuries. The 

texts they received, and the edits they provided, ensured that the modern Jewish 

texts would manifest a notable departure from the original Hebrew Scriptures. 

Historical research reveals five significant ways in which the Masoretic Text is 

different from the original Old Testament: 

1. The Masoretes admitted that they received corrupted texts to begin with. 

2. The Masoretic Text is written with a radically different alphabet than the 

original. 

3. The Masoretes added vowel points which did not exist in the original. 

4. The Masoretic Text excluded several books from the Old Testament 

scriptures. 

5. The Masoretic Text includes changes to prophecy and doctrine. 

http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/  

Also: http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/masorete.htm 
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Corrupt and notably different texts 

http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/masoretic-text-vs-original-hebrew/
http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/masorete.htm


Brochure, Section 4, page 9 
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The Qumran finds have also substantially altered our views concerning the 

text and canon of the Bible. 

The many medieval  Hebrew scriptural manuscripts, representing the 

traditional or Masoretic text, are remarkable for their almost general 

uniformity. Compared to the often meaningful divergences between the 

traditional Hebrew text and its ancient Greek, Latin or Syriac translations, the 

few variant readings of the Masoretic Bible manuscripts, ignoring obvious 

scribal errors, mainly concern spelling. 

By contrast, the Qumran scriptural scrolls, and especially the fragments, are 

characterized by extreme fluidity: they often differ not just from the customary 

wording but also, when the same book is attested by several manuscripts, 

among themselves. 

In fact, some of the fragments echo what later became the Masoretic text; 

others resemble the Hebrew underlying the Greek Septuagint; yet others 

recall the Samaritan Torah or Pentateuch, the only part of the Bible which the 

Jews of Samaria accepted as Scripture. 

Some Qumran fragments represent a mixture of these, or something 

altogether different. It should be noted, however, that none of these variations 

affects the scriptural message itself. 

In short, while largely echoing the contents of biblical books, Qumran has 

opened an entirely new era in the textual history of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

(The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English, pages 15-16, 

by Geza Vermes, Penguin Books) 

In the immediate context of the above sentence quoted in the brochure, 

renowned Jewish scholar Geza Vermes actually wrote: 

Jewish scholar Geza Vermes misrepresented 
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Brochure, Section 11, page 19 

Is God’s holy name “Jehovah” or is it hwhy (H-W-H-Y)? 

In Jewish thought, a name is not merely an arbitrary designation, a random 

combination of sounds. The name conveys the nature and essence of the 

thing named. It represents the history and reputation of the being named. 

 

(http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html) 

WHAT JEWS SAY ABOUT THE NAME OF GOD 

 
YHWH (Yahweh) 

The sacred name of God in Jewish scriptures and tradition; also 

known as the tetragrammaton. Since Hebrew was written without 

vowels in ancient times, the four consonants YHWH contain no clue 

to their original pronunciation. They are generally rendered “Yahweh” 

in contemporary scholarship. In traditional Judaism, the name is not 

pronounced, but Adonai (“Lord”) or something similar is substituted. 

In most English versions of the Bible the tetragrammaton is 

represented by "LORD" (or less frequently, “Jehovah”). 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/glossY.html  

 

Hashem 
(Heb. The Name) Commonly used to refer to God in order to avoid 

using his name in vain and transgress the third commandment. 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/glossH.html  

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/glossY.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/glossH.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/glossH.html
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Brochure, Section 11, page 19 

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not and cannot pronounce God’s Name, because they do 

not know it. 

JEWS PERMIT THE NAME OF GOD TO BE PRONOUNCED 

Nothing in the Torah prohibits a person from pronouncing the Name of God. Indeed, 

it is evident from scripture that God's Name was pronounced routinely. Many 

common Hebrew names contain "Yah" or "Yahu," part of God's four-letter Name. The 

Name was pronounced as part of daily services in the Temple.  

The Mishnah confirms that there was no prohibition against pronouncing The Name 

in ancient times. In fact, the Mishnah recommends using God's Name as a routine 

greeting to a fellow Jew. Berakhot 9:5. 

However, by the time of the Talmud, it was the custom to use substitute Names for 

God. Some rabbis asserted that a person who pronounces YHVH according to its 

letters (instead of using a substitute) has no place in the World to Come, and should 

be put to death. Instead of pronouncing the four-letter Name, we usually substitute 

the Name "Adonai," or simply say "Ha-Shem" (lit. The Name).  

Although the prohibition on pronunciation applies only to the four-letter Name, Jews 

customarily do not pronounce any of God's many Names except in prayer or study. 

The usual practice is to substitute letters or syllables, so that Adonai becomes 

Adoshem or Ha-Shem, Elohaynu and Elohim become Elokaynu and Elokim, etc.  

(http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html) 

JEWS’ VIEWS ON THE WORD “JEHOVAH” 

Some Christian scholars render the four-letter Name as "Jehovah," but this 

pronunciation is particularly unlikely. The word "Jehovah" comes from the fact that 

ancient Jewish texts used to put the vowels of the Name "Adonai" (the usual 

substitute for YHVH) under the consonants of YHVH to remind people not to 

pronounce YHVH as written. 

(http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html) 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
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Tanach, Nosson Scherman (TNC), page xxv 

Tanach, Nosson Scherman (TNC), page xxv 
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JEWS ON WRITING THE NAME OF GOD  

Jews do not casually write any Name of God. This practice does not 

come from the commandment not to take the Lord's Name in vain, as 

many suppose. In Jewish thought, that commandment refers solely to 

oath-taking, and is a prohibition against swearing by God's Name 

falsely or frivolously (the word normally translated as "in vain" literally 

means "for falsehood").  

Judaism does not prohibit writing the Name of God per se; it prohibits 

only erasing or defacing a Name of God. However, observant Jews 

avoid writing any Name of God casually because of the risk that the 

written Name might later be defaced, obliterated or destroyed 

accidentally or by one who does not know better.  

The commandment not to erase or deface the name of God comes 

from Deut. 12:3. In that passage, the people are commanded that when 

they take over the promised land, they should destroy all things related 

to the idolatrous religions of that region, and should utterly destroy the 

names of the local deities. Immediately afterwards, we are commanded 

not to do the same to our God. From this, the rabbis inferred that we 

are commanded not to destroy any holy thing, and not to erase or 

deface a Name of God.  

It is worth noting that this prohibition against erasing or defacing Names 

of God applies only to Names that are written in some kind of 

permanent form, and recent rabbinical decisions have held that writing 

on a computer is not a permanent form, thus it is not a violation to type 

God's Name into a computer and then backspace over it or cut and 

paste it, or copy and delete files with God's Name in them. However, 

once you print the document out, it becomes a permanent form. 

 

(http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html) 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/name.html
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We do not say that “Jehovah” is the correct pronunciation of God’s name. … 

However, if you call it shallow scholarship for the Committee to use the word 

Jehovah in the New World Translation, then you will have to admit that it is 

due to the shallow scholarship of the Roman Catholic clergy of the thirteenth 

century, for in that century the word historically appears among them. … The 

Spanish Dominican friar Raymundus Martini wrote his Pugio, about 1278, 

and used the name Jehovah. (WT December 1, 1950, pages 472-473 

 

  

As far as the records show, this name [a four-lettered Hebrew word, called a 

“tet·ra·gram′ma·ton”] has been read as “Jehovah” since the fourteenth 

century and has been popularized in that form in Christendom. 

 

Exactly how the name was pronounced is not now known. But, while 

recognizing the merits of the pronunciation “Yah·weh′”, the translation 

committee has used the form “Jehovah” because of its familiarity and 

because it preserves the four original letters of the Hebrew name. In God’s 

own time when He reveals the correct pronunciation of his holy name, we will 

gladly make the accurate correction. (WT September 15, 1950, page 317) 

  

 

Raymundus Martini, a Spanish monk of the Dominican order, first rendered 

the divine name as “Jehova.” This form appeared in his book Pugeo Fidei, 

published in 1270 C.E.—over 700 years ago. In time, as reform movements 

developed both inside and outside the Catholic Church, the Bible was made 

available to the people in general, and the name “Jehovah” became more 

widely known (WT February 1, 1980) 

  

 

Translators say that they were following orthodox Jewish tradition. Yet is that 

wise for a Christian? Remember, it was the Pharisees, the preservers of 

orthodox Jewish tradition, who rejected Jesus and were told by him: “You 

have made the word of God invalid because of your tradition.” (Matthew 

15:6) Such substitution truly weakens the Word of God. (The Divine Name 

that will Endure Forever, pages 19-20, published 1984) 

Statements by the Watchtower Society 

on the origin of “Jehovah” 
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Statements by the Watchtower Society 

on the pronunciation “Jehovah” 

Aid to Bible Understanding (1991), pages 884-885 



Brochure, Section 15, page 24 

"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy 

city until the measure of transgression is filled and that of sin complete, 

until iniquity is expiated, and eternal righteousness ushered in; and 

prophetic vision ratified, and the Holy of Holies anointed. 

You must know and understand: From the issuance of the word to restore 

and rebuild Jerusalem until the [time of the] anointed leader is seven 

weeks; and for sixty-two weeks it will be rebuilt, square and moat, but 

in a time of distress. And after those sixty-two weeks, the anointed one 

will disappear and vanish. 

The army of a leader who is to come will destroy the city and the 

sanctuary, but its end will come through a flood. Desolation is decreed 

until the end of war. During one week he will make a firm covenant 

with many. For half a week he will put a stop to the sacrifice and the 

meal offering. At the corner [of the altar] will be an appalling abomination 

until the decreed destruction will be poured down upon the appalling 

thing."  

(Daniel 9:24-27, TNK) 
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The Hebrew text of Daniel 9:24-27 

The “seventy weeks” of Daniel 9 
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Brochure, Section 15, page 24 

From the emergence of the word to return and to build Jerusalem 

until the anointment of the prince will be seven septets, and for sixty-two 

septets it will be rebuilt, street and moat, but in troubled times. (Daniel 

9:25, TNC) 

From the issuance of the word to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

until the [time of the] anointed leader is seven weeks; and for sixty-two 

weeks it will be rebuilt, square and moat, but in a time of distress. 

(Daniel 9:25, TNK) 

The beginning of the Seventy Weeks 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, upon the expiration of 

HASHEM'S prophecy spoken by Jeremiah,  HASHEM aroused the spirit 

of Cyrus king of Persia, and he issued a proclamation throughout 

his kingdom — and in writing as well — saying: 

"Thus said Cyrus king of Persia: HASHEM, God of Heaven, has given 

to me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has commanded me to 

build Him a Temple in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is 

among you of His entire people — may HASHEM his God be with him, 

and let him go up!“ (2 Chronicles 36:22-23, TNC) 

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah was fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King 

Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by 

word of mouth and in writing, as follows: 

"Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven has given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth, and has charged me with building 

Him a House in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Any one of you of all His 

people, the LORD his God be with him and let him go up.“ (2 Chronicles 

36:22-23, TNK) 

In his first year as ruler over Babylon, 

Cyrus gave the word to return and rebuild 

Cyrus thus gave the word in either 538 BCE or in 537 BCE. But no one 

knows the year that the first Returnees travelled from Babylon and 

arrived in Yehud.  
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The end of the Sixty-Nine Weeks 

There is  not the slightest mention anywhere in the Christian Scriptures that the 

timing of Jesus’ anointing or his death fulfilled the timings set out in Daniel 9. 

The earliest known Christian commentary on Daniel 9 appeared at the turn of the 

3rd century. The first application of these verses in Daniel to Jesus Christ was made 

by Julius Africanus (ca. 160-240 CE). 

Nowhere in the New Testament is Daniel’s “Seventy Weeks” applied to the timing of 

Jesus. The idea did not arise until centuries later. 

Thorough analyses and refutations of the brochure’s position are available at:  

http://www.jwstudies.com/Is_Awake_accurate_about_Messiah_s_anointing.pdf 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Did_Israel_s_ruler_come_from_Bethlehem.pdf 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_of_GM_on_Daniel_9.pdf  

Brochure, Section 15, page 24 

Then, after the sixty-two septets, the anointed one will be cut off 

and will exist no longer;  

the people of the prince will come will destroy the city and the 

Sanctuary; but his end will be [to be swept away as] in a flood. Then, 

until the end of the war, desolation is decreed. 

He will forge a strong covenant with the great ones for one septet; 

but for half of that septet he will abolish sacrifice and meal-

offering. (Daniel 9:26-27, TNC) 

And after those sixty-two weeks, the anointed one will disappear 

and vanish. 

The army of a leader who is to come will destroy the city and the 

sanctuary, but its end will come through a flood. Desolation is decreed 

until the end of war. 

During one week he will make a firm covenant with many. For half 

a week he will put a stop to the sacrifice and the meal offering. 
(Daniel 9:26-27, TNK) 

The Hebrew Scriptures thus plainly state that the one who stops the 

sacrifice for half a week is a different person from the anointed one. 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Is_Awake_accurate_about_Messiah_s_anointing.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Did_Israel_s_ruler_come_from_Bethlehem.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_of_GM_on_Daniel_9.pdf


Brochure, Section 15, page 24 

The only mention of “sacrifice” in the context of Daniel 9:24 is at verse 27 

where it says that 

“[for] half a week [the army of a leader] will put a stop to the sacrifice and the 

meal offering.” (TNK) 

“for half of that septet [the prince] will abolish sacrifice and meal-offering. 

(Daniel 9:26-27, TNC) 
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The following show that 

the brochure misrepresents verse 24. 

The seventy weeks were allocated for 

the people and the holy city to mend their ways. 

Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your 

holy city until the measure of transgression is filled and that of sin 

complete, until iniquity is expiated, and eternal righteousness 

ushered in; and prophetic vision ratified, and the Holy of Holies 

anointed. (Daniel 9:24, TNK) 

Seventy septets have been decreed upon your people and upon 

your holy city to terminate transgression, to end sin, to wipe away 

iniquity, to bring everlasting righteousness, to confirm the visions 

and prophets, and to anoint the Holy of Holies. (Daniel 9:24, TNC) 

The people and the city were to 

“end sin, wipe away iniquity” 
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Brochure, Section 15, page 25 

The modern leadership of the Watchtower Society call themselves 

“Anointed”, which in Hebrew means Mashiach (Messiah). 

Brochure, Section 15, page 25 

If not “one particle of a letter” could pass from the Law, then 

sacrifices and male circumcision are still required, as is 

obedience to the Ten Commandments. 



Brochure, Section 15, page 25 
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The brochure says what Jesus was not, but it does not explain what the 

Watchtower Society does say about Jesus. They teach: 

 

1. Jesus had existed as a spirit being before he was born. (The Watchtower 

Society does not explain if Jesus’ earlier existence died when Jesus was 

born or if that spirit continued living inside him while he was a human.) 

 

2. The human Jesus was identical to the first human, Adam. 

 

3. Following his resurrection from the dead, Jesus was no longer a human 

with flesh and bones. He became a spirit, although the Watchtower 

Society does not explain if this is the same earlier spirit. 

 

4. Jesus is God’s son and he is now up in Heaven where he holds an 

elevated position in God’s kingdom government. The group in heaven that 

Jesus heads directs the USA-based leaders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

and them alone. 

The Watchtower Society thus has a Jesus who is one person that has three 

natures – spirit, followed by human, followed by spirit. A Trinity of their own.. 

The Watchtower Society’s Jesus 
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These Christendom churches decided which writings were sacred and 

would be used to create the New Testament. The Watchtower Society 

accepts and follows their directions. 

Brochure, Section 15, page 25 

What has the Watchtower Society said and done in the Name of Jehovah? 

 

1. Destined countless billions for imminent destruction in the most horrific 

fashion because they are not Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

 

2. Thousands of Witnesses have died and continue to die because they 

have been forced to refuse the medical use of blood products. To 

promote their position, the Watchtower Society consistently 

misrepresent and misquote sources. 

 

3. Families are ripped apart because of the leadership’s teachings on 

shunning – despite its repeated promotion of “family values”. 

Unquestioned loyalty to the organisation is the paramount requirement. 

 

4. Education is expected to be forgone in favour of serving the Watchtower 

organisation. This has stunted the lives of countless people. 

 

5. Their teachings are in constant flux, yet anyone caught failing to toe the 

current line, even though the leadership might in the future change it, is 

destined for shunning and eternal oblivion. Truth becomes untruth, while 

previous heresy can become present truth that must immediately be 

believed without question. 

The Watchtower’s actions in the Name of hwhy 
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When the Watch Tower Society’s expectations for 1914 failed in every respect, 

the organisation altered words (such as changing “before” to “after”) and kept 

selling the books. 

Proof is provided at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Changed_MD_and_SS_words.pdf  

  

Jehovah’s Witnesses … have suggested dates that turned out to be incorrect. 

Because of this, some have called them false prophets. (Awake! 22 March 

1993, page 4) 

The organisation’s history is strewn with dates and false expectations. As just 

one example: until 1930, the organisation taught that Jesus’ parousia had taken 

place in 1874! It now teaches that the parousia took place in 1914. 

Some have called Jehovah’s witnesses “false prophets” because, in times past, 

they have viewed things a certain way and, later, have made a change through 

their official publications. … False prophets do not correct themselves. God’s 

people do. (The Watchtower, 1 June 1967, page 331.) 

It is typical of the Society to use even their errors as evidence that they are 

right: ‘False prophets do not correct themselves’. They are making a virtue out 

of their repentance, forgetting about the fact that they were wrong! Of course it 

is better to repent of error than not to repent, but I should have thought it was 

more typical of God’s·organisation not to make errors at all. The Witnesses’ 

reply to this is that human beings are fallible and even those in God’s 

organisation are not immune from error. It seems to me, however, that this 

makes it difficult to decide which is God’s organisation if that too is prone to 

error. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die: A study of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

Alan Rogerson, pp. 82-83.) 

In regards to the medical use of blood,the Watchtower leadership has 

consistently misrepresented and misquoted sources. 

 

Proof is provided at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Handling_Medical_Evidence.pdf 

Would hwhy approve what the  

Watchtower Society says in His name? 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Changed_MD_and_SS_words.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Changed_MD_and_SS_words.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Handling_Medical_Evidence.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Handling_Medical_Evidence.pdf
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The Watch Tower Society made false predictions concerning 1914 and when 

these all failed, they altered their books and they kept selling them. 



Section 15, page 25 
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• Only 70 CE is correct. 

 

• 29 CE is an assumed date. 

 

• The other dates shown are incorrect. 

The brochure refers its date of 607 BCE for the destruction of Jerusalem to its 

articles in The Watchtower magazines of October 1, 2011 and November 1, 

2011. 

 

For a thorough and comprehensive refutation of the articles in these two 

Watchtower magazines see: 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Onscreen_Critique__October_Watchtower__Jerusale

m_Destroyed.pdf 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critica_1_de_Cuando_fue_Destruida_la_Antigua_Jeru

salen.pdf (in Spanish) 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_A_of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf  

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_B__References__of_Jerusalem_Destro

yed_part_2.pdf  

Dates? 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Onscreen_Critique__October_Watchtower__Jerusalem_Destroyed.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Onscreen_Critique__October_Watchtower__Jerusalem_Destroyed.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Onscreen_Critique__October_Watchtower__Jerusalem_Destroyed.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critica_1_de_Cuando_fue_Destruida_la_Antigua_Jerusalen.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critica_1_de_Cuando_fue_Destruida_la_Antigua_Jerusalen.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critica_1_de_Cuando_fue_Destruida_la_Antigua_Jerusalen.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_A_of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_A_of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_B__References__of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_B__References__of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique_Part_B__References__of_Jerusalem_Destroyed_part_2.pdf


Brochure, Section 16, page 27 

40 

Wars, earthquakes, food shortages 

• When did war between nations become a new phenomenon? 

• When were earthquakes first recorded? 

• When was the first food shortage? 

The answers to these questions will show when pangs of distress first began. 

When was that? 

From Mark 12:35 onwards,  the passage relates to the Second Temple at 

Jerusalem. When their leader Jesus (Yeshua/Joshua) spoke of its destruction, 

his disciples sought a clarification. Mark 13:8, quoted in the brochure, is part 

of Jesus’ answer. It relates to the destruction of the temple. 

At that time, the followers of Jesus expected his imminent return, in their own 

day. The disciples of Jesus, in keeping with contemporary thinking, linked the 

destruction of the temple with the coming of Messiah in power and great glory. 

Throughout the ages, people have expected imminent divine intervention. The 

Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is just another body that has failed to 

learn the lesson that history teaches. 

The above verse and its synoptic parallels do not speak of size, extent, 

frequency, number of casualties – few or many, numbers of nations – few or 

many. It only says that these will exist. 

 

In the verse immediately before the above cited verse, Jesus tells his disciples 

that when they hear about wars, they should take no notice of them as 

warning signs that the end is due:: 

 

Moreover, when you hear of wars and reports of wars, do not be alarmed; 

these things must take place, but the end is not yet. (Mark 13:7) 

 

That why the verse quoted in the brochure begins with the word “For”. Jesus 

is protecting them from deceivers, and that they should not concern 

themselves when they are told of manmade or natural disasters. 



When did these become new features? 

 

Why was Timothy being told about this? Did it have any relevance to 

him? Did this describe people living in his own time? 

 

It says that these are descriptions of religious people. 

Brochure, Section 16, page 27 
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“Having a form of godliness” 
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God’s purpose makes a truly 

meaningful and happy life possible 

Brochure, Section 20, page 31 

The Hebrew Scriptures declare 

The following were written during the Jews’ darkest period, 

while they were being held in captivity by Babylon. 

Of all the peoples on earth the LORD your God chose you to be His 

treasured people … because the LORD favored you and kept the oath 

He made to your fathers that the LORD freed you with a mighty hand 

and rescued you from the house of bondage, from the power of 

Pharaoh king of Egypt.. (Deut. 7:6, 8 ,TNK) 

But you, Israel, My servant, 

Jacob, whom I have chosen, 

Seed of Abraham My friend — 

You whom I drew from the ends of the earth 

And called from its far corners, 

To whom I said: You are My servant; 

I chose you, I have not rejected you— 

Fear not, for I am with you, 

Be not frightened, for I am your God; 

I strengthen you and I help you, 

I uphold you with My victorious right hand. 

(Isa 41:8-9, TNK)  

Thus said the LORD to Cyrus, His anointed one. … 

It is I the LORD, 

The God of Israel, who call you by name. 

For the sake of My servant Jacob, 

Israel My chosen one, 

I call you by name, 

I hail you by title, though you have not known Me. 

I am the LORD and there is none else; 

Beside Me, there is no god. 

I engird you, though you have not known Me. (Isaiah 45:1, 3-5, TNK) 
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The Jewish Essenes declare 

As for me, if I stumble, 

the mercies of God shall be my salvation always; 

and if I fall in the sin of the flesh, 

in the justice of God, which endures eternally, 

shall my judgment be [ … ] 

he will judge me in the justice of his truth, 

and in his plentiful goodness 

always atone for all my sins; 

in his justice he will cleanse me from the 

uncleanness of the human being 

and from the sin of the sons of man. 

(1QS 11:12, 14) 

I give you thanks, Lord, 

because you have taught me your truth, 

you have made me know your wonderful mysteries, 

your kindness with sinful men, 

your bountiful compassion with the depraved of 
heart. (1QH 15:26-27) 
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Brochure, Section 16, page 26 

Jewish followers of Jesus declare 

A man is declared righteous by faith apart from works of law. … 

Since God is one, he will declare circumcised people righteous as 

a result of faith and uncircumcised people righteous by means of 

their faith. … 

What does the scripture say? “Abraham put faith in Jehovah, and it 

was counted to him as righteousness.” … 

David also speaks of the happiness of the man to whom God 

counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Happy are those whose lawless deeds have been pardoned and 

whose sins have been covered; happy is the man whose sin 

Jehovah will by no means take into account. (Romans 3:28,30; 

4:3,6-8, NWT) 

Therefore, now that we have been declared righteous as a result of 

faith, let us enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 5:1, NWT) 

I ask, then, God did not reject his people, did he? By no means! 

For I too am an Israelite, of the offspring of Abraham, from the tribe 

of Benjamin. God did not reject his people. (Romans 11:1, NWT) 

I was making greater progress in Judaism than many of my own 

age in my nation, as I was far more zealous for the traditions  of my 

fathers. 

But … God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called 

me through his undeserved kindness, thought good to reveal his 

Son through me so that I might declare the good news about him to 

the nations. (Galatians 1:14-16, NWT) 
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For if when we were enemies we became reconciled to 

God through the death of his Son, how much more we will 

be saved by his life, now that we have become 

reconciled.  

Not only that, but we are also rejoicing in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

the reconciliation. (Romans 5:10-11, NWT) 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

freeman, there is neither male nor female, for you are all 

one in union with Christ Jesus. 

Moreover, if you belong to Christ, you are really 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs with reference to a promise. 

(Galatians 3:28-29, NWT) 

The wholesome teaching according to the glorious good 

news of the happy God. (1 Timothy 1:10-11, NWT), 

Jewish followers of Jesus declare 


