
“CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW” (ROMANS 10:4) 

I always remember the preacher at Scarborough Church saying: “a text without a context is a pretext”, 

and this has stayed with me as a principle. This means to be sensitive to the immediate context of the 

reasoning and of the words as well as the contexts of their culture and the contemporary events. The 

words were not created in a vacuum. 

Structural context (Romans 9:30-10:13, 16-21) 

What then are we to say? 

 Gentiles, 

  who did not strive for righteousness, 

   have attained it, 

  that is, righteousness through faith;  

 but Israel, 

  who did strive for the righteousness that is based on the law, 

   did not succeed 

  in fulfilling that law.  

 

Why not? 

 Because they did not strive for it 

  on the basis of faith, 

  but as if it were based on works. 

   They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 

   as it is written, “See, I am laying in Zion a stone 

  that will make people stumble, 

  a rock that will make them fall, 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 

 

I can testify that they have a zeal for God, 

 but it is not enlightened. 

 For, being ignorant of 

  the righteousness that comes from God, 

  and seeking to establish their own, 

   they have not submitted to God’s righteousness. 

   For Christ is the end of the law 

  so that there may be righteousness 

  for everyone who believes. 

 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 

 that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 

 

But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 

 “Do not say in your heart, 

  ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down)” 

  or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

              dead). 

But what does it say?
 

 “The word is near you, 

   on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

  because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 

  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 



 

For one believes with the heart 

 and so is justified, 

and one confesses with the mouth 

 and so is saved. 

 

The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 

 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

 the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 

For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

 

…  

 

But not all have obeyed the good news; 

 for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 

  So faith comes from what is heard, 

   and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

  But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for 

 “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

and their words to the ends of the world.” 

 

Again I ask, did Israel not understand? 

 

First Moses says, 

“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 

    with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 

 

Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

“I have been found by those who did not seek me; 

    I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” 

 

But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” 

 

(New Revised Standard Version – NRSV) 
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KEY CONCEPT 

Gentiles found what they did not seek; Israel has not found what it sought. 
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LAW 

As is shown by the context, “Law” (Greek: nomos, ) relates to the totality of the Hebrew 

sacred writings, and to those attributed to Moses in particular. It is not referring to the “Ten 

Commandments”, Exodus chapter 20, chapter 34 and Deuteronomy – the expression appears at Ex 

34:28; De 4:13; 10:4:). 

Although the modern Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) divides its 24 books into Law, Prophets, and Writings, 

they had not formalised the list of sacred books (OT Canon) until after Paul’s time. So his use of 



“Law” is, such as shown at Romans 3:21ff often refers to the writings, broadly speaking. Of course, 

the NT writers used the versions of the LXX (Greek text), which the Jews ultimately rejected, 

preferring the Hebrew Masoretic Text (MT), even though it is at least 1000 years younger than the 

LXX and comes from a later, and much corrupted text. 

Nomos is anarthrous 

Some make use of the fact that the word nomos (“law”) does not have a definite article (“the”). Their 

conclusion is that Paul was speaking of the function of law, or legalism (think of “law” almost as a 

verb). I saw this argument put forward in that renouned SDA publication, “Problems in Bible 

Translation”. As you would be aware, it was published in 1954 by the General Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists. (See pages 51-52 from the book, which I have attached). 

The lack of the article (“the”) is termed as being anarthrous, which is the way that the word “law” 

appears at Romans 10:4. 

PAUL’S CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENT 

Paul was based at Antioch; he was at loggerheads with the church that was based at Jerusalem. He 

says that the people there did not know his face, only his reputation. While the writer of Acts says that 

Paul went to Jerusalem immediately upon his vision of the resurrected Christ, Paul presents a 

completely different account at Galatians. 

Paul had taught the people of Galatia that all that was required of them was faith in Christ. After Paul 

left the Galatians, people came up from Jerusalem and they told the Galatian gentiles that they had to 

be circumcised – that they had to become Jews, they had to obey their law. This is the environment 

that Paul was writing about. He is writing with tears, pleading, wondering whether his work was in 

vain. 

Salvation was by faith and was achieved without any requirements of the Jewish law. Jesus had put an 

end to that. 

Paul is talking about the totality of the Law, not about any one part of it. 



“FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 

To grasp what Paul meant, it is critical to fully understand his environment. He was not writing 

carefully structured theological treatises; he was writing in the heat of the moment, responding to 

contemporary situations. 

Paul was not a member of Jerusalem’s Jewry, being neither mainstream Jewish nor of the Jews who 

followed Jesus. He was a member of the Diaspora. His face was not known in Jerusalem; they only 

knew of him by reputation as he persecuted the Jewish Christians in Damascus. 

Paul says that he did not receive his instructions concerning the Good News about Jesus from those 

who had walked with him. Those disciples formed the Jewish Christian community at Jerusalem. 

They were at the very least suspicious of Paul and often outwardly antagonistic towards him. Some 

would go into regions where Paul had preached, and they would tell the people that to become a 

Christian, one first had to become a Jew. This meant following the Law, which included male 

circumcision and observance of their dietary regulations. 

Paul, however, fought vigorously against this, saying that he was preaching to the Gentiles and there 

was no need for them to become Jews and follow their legal requirements. Jesus had ended the Law 

(obedience to Hebrew Scriptures) as the means for obtaining righteousness in God’s sight. He 

received this information directly from Jesus, in the form of visions. 

At Galatians chapters 1 and 2, Paul lays out his disdain for the “supposed Apostles” that were coming 

from Jerusalem. 

For Paul, righteousness was based totally on faith, whereas works were integral for Jesus’ brother 

James. In Matthew, which is the most Jewish of Gospels, Jesus makes works an essential part of the 

pathway to God’s kingdom. At the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says that not even one drop will pass 

from the Law, and he expands on all parts of Hebrew writings. There was no recognised list of sacred 

scriptures at the time, and in the Sermon he includes parts that did not make it into the final Canon. 

Paul and Jesus are at loggerheads over the Law (Scriptures). Paul says all that one needs is “faith” 

whereas Jesus tells the young man that the greatest commands in the Law (one is in Deuteronomy) are 

those that require action. 

When the Son of Man separates the sheep from the goats at the final judgment it is on the basis of 

works. But Paul says that the Law is dead, that it cannot bring righteousness (a right standing before 

God). Paul says he received his gospel message in visions directly from Jesus. The church at 

Jerusalem says they walked with Jesus and one had to become a Jew first. 

It is in this dynamic context of conflict and disharmony that Paul says that for the sake of obtaining 

righteousness, that faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus put an end to any value of the Law, 

unless one is able to fulfil its every requirement. He would not require his gentile followers to 

undergo the Law’s requirements of circumcision (as “the” sign of being a Jew) or of worrying about 

dietary concerns (“unless one causes a weak brother to stumble”). 



 



 



 



 


