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The expression should be “has defeated” 

and “will defeat” the enemy. This victory 

over death is clearly shown by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 6:9)

Red underlining shows repeated comments made 

by the book’s author to denigrate Jesus Christ.
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The text says 

God himself 

comforts.

It does not say 

“get comfort 

from his Word”.

Why did Jesus say that he is the Life?

What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus?
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When God saves people he is not partial; 
he does not worry what religious 

organisation a person might belong to, or 

not. He does not worry whether that 

person is a Jew or not. God is not partial.
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It is critical to place 

one’s faith completely 

in Jesus Christ.

The author reasons that because God knows and remembers the names of trillions 
of stars (whether along with their planets, moons, and comets, is not stated), this 
means God is capable of recalling the names of each of the fewer number of people 
who have lived on earth.

Does this mean that if the proposition regarding the stars is not sound, then the 
proposition regarding the resurrection is similarly flawed?

In fact, we know that the Hebrew cosmology was completely wrong, and that their 
proposition regarding the endurance of the stars (“not one of them is missing” ) in 
the cited verse (Isaiah 40:26) is plainly wrong.

The word 

Jehovah does 

not appear in 

the first 
chapter of 

Genesis. There 

the gods are 

named “EL”.

The word 

“Jehovah does not 

appear between 

Job 12:29 and Job 

28:28.

Scripture says that 

it is Jesus who will 

come with the 

trumpet call of 

God. – 1  Thess-

alonians 4:16

The book’s 

author later 

tries to say 

“when”.
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“All who are in 

their graves will 
hear ... Those 

who have done 

good ... And 

those who have 
done evil”. –

John 5:29.

The Hebrews’ 

locations of 

“Sea” and of 

“Hades” are 

shown in the 

diagrams of 

the Hebrew 

cosmology.

Where does 

Scripture speak of 

a “resurrection of 

opportunity”?

“Righteousness” 

is a GIFT that is 

provided to ANY 

person who has 

faith in Jesus 

Christ. – John 

3:16

Every one of 

Jesus’ 

followers is 

considered to 

be “righteous” 

in God’s sight.

People do not 

need to die 

before they are 

reckoned by 

God as being 

“righteous” in 

his sight.

The book’s author claims that the “righteous” is a class of Christians whereas the 

“unrighteous”, as at Acts 24:15, are people who have not heard of Jesus Christ. 

The author is mistaken.

The Greek word rendered “unrighteous” is most frequently translated as 

“unjust”. These people are not simply ignorant, they are evil. The Greek word 

adikos means unjust, unrighteous, iniquitous, vicious, deceitful, fallacious. (See 

adikeo [violate a law, etc], adikema [crime, etc], and adikia [deceitfulness], etc.)
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The author uses his misconception to develop a scenario that is not 

described in Scripture. The book of Revelation is the only place that 

describes this “Thousand Years” and the author of Revelation 

condemns any person who adds to or removes words from his book.

This is a 

fanciful idea 

that is not 

described in 

Scripture, and 

certainly not 

at Revelation 

20.

Does Gehenna
refer to the 

death that 

takes place at 

the end of the 

thousand 

Years?

Luke 12:5 

does not 

indicate that 

the lost are 

already in 

Gehenna.

At the end of 
the Thousand 

Years.

But Acts 24:15 

says he will 

resurrect the 

wicked when 

Christ comes.

But Acts 10:42 

says that 

Jesus has 

been 

appointed by 

God as the 

Judge.
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The correct 

method of 

reasoning is to 

present all the 

evidences and 

then to draw the 

conclusions.

Instead, this 
author consistently 

makes assertions 

and then looks for 

apparent support.

The author kangaroo hops about, joining 

unrelated verses, ignoring the immediate 

contexts.

This method is used to arrive at a preconceived 

conclusion, and in the process proves nothing.

By gluing unrelated passages, the author is able to invent support (but not 

proof) for the predetermined conclusion that Jesus was going to “prepare a 

place in heaven” (John) for a “small flock” (Luke) numbering “144,000” 

(Revelation).

Given the relatively small population of Jerusalem and Judea at the time of 

Christ, the number of 144,000 would not be small; it would have been huge.

The 144,000 are 

not Christians. The 
Revelator explicitly 

spells out that 

they are Jews 

identified by the 
Jewish clan each 

one belonged to.

They are men, 

virgins, utterly 

truthful and 

honest

In the parallel 

passage at 

Matthew 6, the 

“little flock” is said 

to have “little 

faith” (verse 30).

They were 

rebuked for their 

“little faith” at Matt 

8:26; 14:31: 16:8 

and Luke 12:28

At Luke 12:32 they 

were told to stop 

being afraid. In 

the preceding 

verses, Jesus had 

to tell them “not 

to worry”.

The correct word 

is “at” or “when”, 

not “during”.
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

Real Hope for Your Loved Ones Who Have Died 

How do we know that the resurrection will really happen?  

How does Jehovah feel about resurrecting the dead? 

Who will be resurrected? 

IMAGINE that you are running away from a vicious enemy. He is much stronger and faster than you are. You 
know that he is merciless because you have seen him kill some of your friends. No matter how hard you try to 
outrun him, he keeps getting closer. There seems to be no hope. Suddenly, though, a rescuer appears at your 
side. He is far more powerful than your enemy, and he promises to help you. How relieved that makes you feel! 

2
 In a sense, you are being pursued by such an enemy. All of us are. As we learned in the preceding chapter, the 

Bible calls death an enemy. None of us can outrun it or fight it off. Most of us have seen this enemy claim the 

lives of people dear to us. But Jehovah is far more powerful than death. He is the loving Rescuer who has 
already shown that he can defeat this enemy. And he promises to destroy this enemy, death, once and for all. 
The Bible teaches: “As the last enemy, death is to be brought to nothing.”  

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
 
(1 Corinthians 15:26) 

That is good news! 

3 
Let us take a brief look at how the enemy death affects us when it strikes. Doing this will help us to 

appreciate something that will make us happy. You see, Jehovah promises that the dead will live again. 

In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 

We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the 
gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. … 

You have enlarged the nation, O LORD; you have enlarged the nation. You 
have gained glory for yourself; you have extended all the borders of the land. 

… We were with child, we writhed in pain, but we gave birth to wind. We 
have not brought salvation to the earth; we have not given birth to people of 
the world. (Isaiah 26:1, 2, 15, 18) 

But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake 
up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will 
give birth to her dead. (Isaiah 26:19) 

Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide 

yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. See, the LORD is 
coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The 
earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no 
longer. (Isaiah 26:20, 21) 

They will be brought back to life. That is the hope of the resurrection. 

WHEN A LOVED ONE DIES 

4 
Have you lost a loved one in death? The pain, the grief, and the feelings of helplessness can seem 

unbearable. At such times, we need to go to God‟s Word for comfort. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4) 

For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through 
Christ our comfort overflows. 

If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it 
is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same 
sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just 
as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. We do not 

Added contexts 
have no border 

Cited passages 
have borders 

The text says 
“God himself 
comforts”. 
 
It does not say 
“get comfort 
from his Word”. 
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want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the 
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to 
endure, so that we despaired even of life. (2 Corinthians 1:5-8) 

The Bible helps us to understand how Jehovah and Jesus feel about death. Jesus, who perfectly reflected his 

Father, knew the pain of losing someone in death. 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don‟t know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?”  
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father 
as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” (John 
14:5-8) 
 
Jesus answered: “Don‟t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among 
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, „Show us the Father‟? (John 14:9) 

 
Don‟t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, 
who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 
I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 

He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  
And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (John 
14:10-14) 

 
When he was in Jerusalem, Jesus used to visit Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, who lived in the nearby 

town of Bethany. They became close friends. The Bible says: “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, 
was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her 
hair. 

So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is 
for God‟s glory so that God‟s Son may be glorified through it.”  (John 11:1-4) 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. (John 11:5) 

Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more 

days. 

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead”. … 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:6, 14, 25) 

As we learned in the preceding chapter, though, Lazarus died.  

5 
How did Jesus feel about losing his friend? The account tells us that Jesus joined Lazarus‟ relatives and 

friends as they grieved over this loss. Seeing them, Jesus was deeply moved. He “groaned in the spirit and 

became troubled.” Then, the account says, “Jesus gave way to tears.” 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. … Jesus wept. (John 11:33, 35) 

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
 
But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” (John 11:36, 
37) 

 

Why did Jesus 

say that he is “the 
life”? 
 
What does it 
mean to “believe 
in Jesus”? 
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Did Jesus‟ grief mean that he had no hope? Not at all. In fact, Jesus knew that something wonderful was about 
to happen. (see John 11:3, 4 above) 

Still, he felt the pain and sorrow that death brings. 

68 What Does the Bible Really Teach? 
6 

In a way, Jesus‟ grief is encouraging to us. It teaches us that Jesus and his Father, Jehovah, hate death. But 
Jehovah God is able to fight and overcome that enemy! Let us see what God enabled Jesus to do. 

 

 

“LAZARUS, COME ON OUT!” 

7 
Lazarus had been buried in a cave, and Jesus asked that the stone sealing its entrance be taken away. Martha 

objected because after four days, Lazarus‟ body must have begun to decay. 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 
laid across the entrance. (John 11:38) 

“Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” (John 

11:39) 

From a human standpoint, what hope was there? 

8 
The stone was rolled away, and Jesus cried out with a loud voice: “Lazarus, come on out!” What happened? 

“The man that had been dead came out.” 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 

around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him 
go.” (John 11:43, 44) 

Can you imagine the joy of the people there? Whether Lazarus was their brother, relative, friend, or neighbor, 
they knew that he had died. Yet, here he was—the same dear man—standing among them again. That must have 
seemed too good to be true. Many no doubt embraced Lazarus joyfully. What a victory over death! 

9 
Jesus did not claim to perform this amazing miracle on his own. In his prayer just before calling out to 

Lazarus, he made it clear that Jehovah was the Source of the resurrection. 

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?” (John 11:40) 

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent 

me.” (John 11:41, 42) 

This was not the only time that Jehovah used his power in this way. The resurrection of Lazarus is just one of 
nine miracles of this kind recorded in God‟s Word.

1
  

 

 

 

70  What Does the Bible Realty Teach? 

To read and study these accounts is a delight. They teach us that God is not partial, for the resurrected ones 
include young and old, male and female, Israelite and non-Israelite. And what joy is described in these passages! 
For example, when Jesus raised a young girl from the dead, her parents “were beside themselves with great 
ecstasy.” 

 

                                                             
1
 The other accounts are found at 1 Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:32-37; 13:20, 21; Matthew 28:5-7; Luke 7:11-17; 8:40-56; 
Acts 9:36-42; and 20:7-12. 

Why does the writer say “God enabled Jesus” when we have just read that Jesus said he “is the life”? 

Why does the writer keep minimising Jesus, even bypassing him? Especially when Jesus said that it was 
belief in him that was essential for life. 

The author recognises that God saves people regardless of the church or organisation they belong to. He 
even continues to save people who are Jews. 
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He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means, “Little 
girl, I say to you, get up!”). (Mark 5:41) 

Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). 

At this they were completely astonished. (Mark 5:42) 

He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give 
her something to eat. (Mark 5:43) 

Yes, Jehovah had given them a cause for joy that they would never forget. 

10 
Of course, those resurrected by Jesus eventually died again. Does this mean that it was pointless to resurrect 

them? Not at all. These Bible accounts confirm important truths and give us hope. 

LEARNING FROM THE RESURRECTION ACCOUNTS 

11 
The Bible teaches that the dead “are conscious of nothing at all.” They are not alive and have no conscious 

existence anywhere. The account of Lazarus confirms this. Upon returning to life, did Lazarus thrill people with 
descriptions of heaven? Or did he terrify them with horrible tales about a burning hell? No. The Bible contains 
no such words from Lazarus. During the four days that he was dead, he had been “conscious of nothing at all.” 

For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no 

further reward, and even the memory of them is forgotten. (Ecclesiastes 9:5) 

Their love, their hate and their jealousy have long since vanished; never again 
will they have a part in anything that happens under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 9:6) 

Lazarus had simply been sleeping in death. 

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” John 11:11. 

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 

Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant 
natural sleep. (John 11:12, 13) 

12 
The account of Lazarus also teaches us that the resurrection is a reality, not a mere myth. Jesus raised 

Lazarus in front of a crowd of eyewitnesses. Even the religious leaders, who hated Jesus, did not deny this 
miracle. Rather, they said: “What are we to do, because this man [Jesus] performs many signs?” 

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, put their faith in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and 
told them what Jesus had done. (John 11:45, 46) 

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many 
miraculous signs. (John 11:47) 

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the 
Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” (John 11:48) 

 

Real Hope for Your Loved Ones Who Have Died  71 
Many people went to see the resurrected man. As a result, even more of them put faith in Jesus. They saw in 

Lazarus living proof that Jesus was sent by God. This evidence was so powerful that some of the hardhearted 
Jewish religious leaders planned to kill both Jesus and Lazarus.  

 

 

 

So from that day on they plotted to take his life. (John 11:53) 

Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he 
withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where he 

Is there something 
significant with the 
number twelve? 

The author now recognises that it is critical that the focus of one‟s faith must be in Jesus. 
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stayed with his disciples. (John 11:54) 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. … Mary took about a pint of pure nard, 
an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus‟ feet and wiped his feet with her 

hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. … 

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this 
perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, 
but you will not always have me.” (John 12:1, 3, 7, 8) 

Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not 
only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 

dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of 
him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him. 
(John 12:9-11) 

13 
Is it unrealistic to accept the resurrection as a fact? No, for Jesus taught that someday “all those in the 

memorial tombs” will be resurrected. 

Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 

that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.  

 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to 
life.  

I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will 

hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.  

And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. (John 
5:22-27) 

“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 
graves will hear his voice (John 5:28) 

and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have 
done evil will rise to be condemned.  

By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for 
I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. (John 5:29-30) 

 

 

 

 

Jehovah is the Creator of all life. Should it be hard to believe that he can re-create life? Of course, much would 
depend on Jehovah‟s memory. Can he remember our dead loved ones? Countless trillions of stars fill the 
universe, yet God gives the name of each one! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The people put 
their faith in 
Jesus.  
 
The Bible writer 

is telling his 
readers to do the 
same. 

So the Son is the 

appointed Judge so 
he deserves the 
same honour that is 
to be givento the 
Father. 

A person who 
believes already 
HAS eternal life. 

The Father has 
entrusted all 
judgment and 

authority to 
Jesus, who in 
turn is reliant on 
the Father 

Jesus can be the total focus of belief because of his appointed position. Jesus can be totally relied as the 

source of the believer‟s eternal life because they have the knowledge that the Father is his source. 

At this point, the author reasons that Jehovah is the Creator. Was Jesus the Creator? The first chapter of 
the Bible does not use the word Jehovah. 

The author reasons that because God knows and remembers the names of trillions of stars (along with 
their planets, moons, and comets, is not stated), this means God is capable of recalling the name of each 
of the fewer number of people who have lived on earth. 

 
Does this mean that if the proposition regarding the stars is not sound, then the proposition regarding 
the resurrection is similarly flawed? 
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To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you compare him to? 
… He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out 

like a tent to live in. … 

“To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
(Isaiah 40:18, 22, 25) 

Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings 
out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his 
great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. (Isaiah 40:26) 

Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the 
LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God”? Do you not know? Have you not 
heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 
(Isaiah 40:27, 28) 

So Jehovah God can remember our dead loved ones in every detail, and he is ready to restore them to life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People are being 

warned not to use 
any human 
explanation to 
describe “God”. 

The cosmology 
described here is 
that of the ancient 
Hebrews. They did 
not have the 

advantage of our 
modern equipment 
or our knowledge. 

The ancient Hebrew writer says: “because of [God‟s] power and mighty strength, none of [the stars] is 
missing”. 
 

However, we know that stars do die and cease to exist. So what does that mean for the reasoning used 
by the book‟s author? The author claims that resurrection is certain since God knows every one of the 
trillions of heavenly body and that not one is missing. But since many are missing, perhaps the light we 
now see comes from some bodies that have long since disappeared. 
 
Does this then bring into question the author‟s assertion regarding God‟s power? 

The the following diagrams show the ancient Hebrew cosmology. 
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Windows 
permitted the light 
from the stars to 
shine through. 

The doors of 
heaven permitted 
waters above the 

firmament to fall 
as rain. 

The Heaven of 

Heavens was “up 
there”, where an 
intervening and 
controlling 
function was 
focused on Earth, 

and in particular, 
upon his selected 
family, the 
descendants of 
Abraham and 
David. 

Modern telescopes that are able to be free of the constraints imposed by earth’s 
atmosphere provide a picture that is very different to that of the ancient Hebrews. 

 
These telescopes show stars at each stage of their evolution from their origins 
through to their deaths. 
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The birth of a star 

Space is not empty; it is filled with thinly spread gas and dust. In some places, this interstellar 
medium is collected into a big cloud of dust and gas known as a nebula. This is the birthplace of 

stars because the gas and dust gather to form a star. 

 

Star-Birth Clouds in M16: Stellar "Eggs" Emerge from Molecular Cloud  

To achieve life as a star, the protostar has to achieve and maintain a balance between gravity 
pulling atoms toward the center and the gas pressure pushing heat and light away from the 

centre. When a star can no longer maintain this balance, it dies.  
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The following picture shows thousands of stars forming in the cloud of gas and dust known as 
the Orion nebula, as viewed by the Hubble Space Telescope. More than 3,000 stars of various 
sizes appear in this image 

 

 

If the centre of the collected particles does not reach a critical temperature, it dies and 

becomes a “brown dwarf”.  But if a critical temperature in the core of a protostar is reached, 
nuclear fusion begins, a star is born and it shines into space. Our sun is one of those stars. 

To keep their balance between gravity and the gas pressure, larger stars need to burn their fuel 
more quickly, so they have a shorter life than the smaller stars. 

While it is in balance, the star burns hydrogen; when that’s all gone, it burns helium, and that’s 
the beginning of its end. 

Exactly what happens when a star can no longer keep its balance depends on its size. Dying stars 
finally explode, producing the supernova that forms the breeding ground for future stars, and 
the cycle repeats. 
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The following picture shows the Tarantula Nebula, where a bright cluster of brilliant, massive 
stars, Hodge 301, shown in the lower right-hand corner, is blasting material from supernovae 
into the surrounding nebula.  

 

 

Multiple Generations of Stars in the Tarantula Nebula 
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The following picture shows the “Helix Nebula”, which is a trillion-mile-long tunnel of glowing 
gases. At its centre is dying star which has ejected masses of dust and gas 

 

 

The Helix Nebula: a Gaseous Envelope Expelled By a Dying Star 

  

http://urbanlegends.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.noao.edu/outreach/press/pr03/stsci-prc03-11.html
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The following picture shows the death of the planetary nebula known as Kohoutek 4-55. It 
contains the outer layers of a red giant star that were expelled into interstellar space when the 
star was in the late stages of its life. 

 

 

The following picture shows The Carina Nebula 

 

Rather than showing a stable, unchanging universe in which God knows the name of each star, it 
is an ever-changing environment where stars are seen at every stage of being formed, with some 

living on to shining, but all eventually dying and in turn providing the material for new heavenly 
bodies to be formed. 

The ancient writer’s model is confined by their erroneous understanding. It cannot be depended 

on in the way that is attempted by the book’s author. 
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14 
How, though, does Jehovah feel about resurrecting the dead? The Bible teaches that he is eager to raise the 

dead. The faithful man Job asked: “If an able-bodied man dies can he live again?” Job was speaking about 
waiting in the grave until the time came for God to remember him. He said to Jehovah: “You will call, and I 
myself shall answer you. For the work of your hands you will have a yearning.” 

But man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last and is no more. As water 
disappears from the sea or a riverbed becomes parched and dry, so man lies 
down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, men will not awake or be 
roused from their sleep. (Job 14:10-12) 

“If only you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till your anger has 
passed! If only you would set me a time and then remember me! If a man dies, 

will he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait for my renewal 
to come. You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the creature 
your hands have made. (Job 14:13-15) 

Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my sin. My offenses 
will be sealed up in a bag; you will cover over my sin.  

“But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a rock is moved from its place, 

as water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil, so you destroy 
man‟s hope. You overpower him once for all, and he is gone; you change his 
countenance and send him away. If his sons are honored, he does not know it; 
if they are brought low, he does not see it. (Job 14:16-21) 

15 
Just think! Jehovah actually yearns to bring the dead back to life. Is it not heartwarming to learn that 

Jehovah feels that way? But what about this future resurrection? Who will be resurrected, and where? 

72  What Does the Bible Realty Teach? 

“ALL THOSE IN THE MEMORIAL TOMBS” 

16 
The Bible‟s resurrection accounts teach us much about the resurrection to come. People who were restored 

to life right here on earth were reunited with their loved ones. The future resurrection will be similar—but much 
better. As we learned in Chapter 3, God‟s purpose is that the whole earth be made into a paradise. So the dead 

will not be raised to life in a world filled with war, crime, and sickness. They will have an opportunity to live 
forever on this earth in peaceful and happy conditions. 

17 
Who will be resurrected? Jesus said that “all those in the memorial tombs will hear his [Jesus‟] voice and 

come out.” 

I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.  

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in 
himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of 
Man. (John 5:25-27) 

“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 
graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise 
to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. (John 5:28, 

29) 

By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for 
I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. (John 5:30) 

Similarly, Revelation 20:13 says: “The sea gave up those dead in it, and death and Hades gave up those dead in 
them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The terms Sea and Hades relate to their Hebrew cosmology. 

This is “WHO”, 

and it says that 
ALL will be 
raised, some to 
live and some to 
be condemned. 

This is at Job 14. 
The word 
“Jehovah” does 
not appear 
between Job 

12:29 and 28:28. 
 
The book‟s author 
has a fetish about 
the word 
“Jehovah”. 
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Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky 
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 

were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
(Revelation 20:11, 12) 

The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 
that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 
(Revelation 20:13) 

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 

second death. If anyone‟s name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:14, 15) 

“Hades” refers to the common grave of mankind.
2
 This collective grave will be emptied. All those billions who 

rest there will live again. 

The apostle Paul said: “There is going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.” 

 

 

 

 

 

You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to 
Jerusalem to worship. My accusers did not find me arguing with anyone at the 

temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 
And they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me. 

However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and 
that is written in the Prophets, (Acts 24:11-14) 

and I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection 

of both the righteous and the wicked. (Acts 24:15) 

So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

“After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people 
gifts for the poor and to present offerings. I was ceremonially clean when they 
found me in the temple courts doing this. There was no crowd with me, nor 
was I involved in any disturbance.  

But there are some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here 
before you and bring charges if they have anything against me. Or these who 
are here should state what crime they found in me when I stood before the 
Sanhedrin— unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: 
„It is concerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you 
today.‟ (Acts 24:16-21) 

What does that mean? 

18 
“The righteous” include many of the people we read about in the Bible who lived before Jesus came to the 

earth. You might think of Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Ruth, Esther, and many others. Some of these men 
and women of faith are discussed in the 11th chapter of Hebrews. 

But “the righteous” also include Jehovah‟s servants who die in our time. Thanks to the resurrection hope, we 
may be freed from any dread of dying. 

 

 

                                                             
2
 See the Appendix, pages 212-13. 

Why not “Jesus” servants? 

Paul‟s 
accusers also 
believed in 

resurrection. 

What does the 
writer of 
Revelation mean 
when he says 
“death ... gave up 
the dead”? 

Where was “The 
Sea” located? 

Why not “in every age”, 
including the time of Jesus Christ 
and later, and in the thousands 
and millions of years to come? 

The book‟s author claims that the “righteous” is a class of Christians whereas the “unrighteous”, as at 
Acts 24:15, are people who have not heard of Jesus Christ. The author is mistaken. 
 
The Greek word rendered “unrighteous” is most frequently translated as “unjust”. These people are not 
simply ignorant, they are evil. The Greek word adikos means unjust, unrighteous, iniquitous, vicious, 
deceitful, fallacious. (See adikeo [violate a law, etc], adikema [crime, etc], and adikia [deceitfulness, etc.]) 
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Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil — (Hebrews 2:14) 

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
(Hebrews 2:15) 

For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham‟s descendants. 

For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that 
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that 
he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself 

suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
(Hebrews 2:16-18) 

Real Hope for Your Loved Ones Who Have Died  73 

 
19 

What about all the people who did not serve or obey Jehovah because they never knew about him? These 

billions of “unrighteous” ones will not be forgotten. They too will be resurrected and given time to learn about 
the true God and to serve him. 

 

 

 

 

 

During a period of a thousand years, the dead will be resurrected and given an opportunity to join faithful 
humans on earth in serving Jehovah. It will be a wonderful time. This period is what the Bible refers to as 
Judgment Day.

3
 

20 
Does this mean that every human who ever lived will be resurrected? No. The Bible says that some of the 

dead are in “Gehenna.” 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were 
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: 

“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. There 
is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what 
you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the 
roofs.  

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after 

that can do no more. (Luke 12:1-4) 

But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of 
the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.” (Luke 
12:5) 

Gehenna got its name from a garbage dump located outside of ancient Jerusalem. Dead bodies and garbage were 
burned there. The dead whose bodies were thrown there were considered by the Jews to be unworthy of a burial 

and a resurrection. So Gehenna is a fitting symbol of everlasting destruction.  

 

                                                             
3
 For more information on Judgment Day and the basis for judgment, please see the Appendix, pages 213-15. 

What and where is Gehenna in Hebrew thinking? 
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=115&letter=G 

 
The writer of Revelation does not mention Gehenna. See the list of its appearances at 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gehenna 

This is a false understanding 

of the word “unrighteous” 

Is this explicitly stated in Scripture? 
 

Doesn‟t Scripture say there are just two resurrections, one 
to life and the other a resurrection to damnation? Where 
does it say there will be a third “resurrection to learning”?  

 

Is this mathematically feasible? 

At the end of the Thousand Years? http://www.matthewmcgee.org/helwords.html 
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Although Jesus will have a role in judging the living and the dead, Jehovah is the final Judge. 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. (Acts 10:42) 

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:43) 

 

 

He will never resurrect those whom he judges to be wicked and unwilling to change. 

 

 

 

 

74 What Does the Bible Really Teach? 

THE HEAVENLY RESURRECTION 

21 
The Bible also refers to another kind of resurrection, one to life as a spirit creature in heaven. Only one 

example of this type of resurrection is recorded in the Bible, that of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

22 
After Jesus was put to death as a human, Jehovah did not allow His faithful Son to remain in the grave.  

Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. I said to the LORD, “You are 
my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”  

LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot 
secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have 
a delightful inheritance. I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at 
night my heart instructs me.  

I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will 

not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body 
also will rest secure, (Psalm 16:1, 2, 5-9) 

because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One 
see decay. (Psalm 16:10) 

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. (Psalm 16:11) 

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled 
for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 
“ „You are my Son; today I have become your Father.‟ (Acts 13:32, 33) 

The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these 
words: “ „I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.‟  

So it is stated elsewhere: “ „You will not let your Holy One see decay.‟ (Acts 

13:34, 35) 

“For when David had served God‟s purpose in his own generation, he fell 
asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the one whom 
God raised from the dead did not see decay.  

“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness 
of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified 

from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. (Acts 

Where does the Bible say this? 

 
Is there is a judgment time before the resurrection to damnation? 

Paragraph 17 says there will be a “resurrection of the unrighteous” 

Everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness. 

Jesus was resurrected on earth as a spirit creature. 

This verse does not 
support the book‟s 

previous sentence. 
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13:36-39) 

But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  

David said about him: “ „I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my 

right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon me to 
the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  

You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.‟ “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  

But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he 
would place one of his descendants on his throne. (Acts 2:24-30) 

God resurrected Jesus, but not as a human. The apostle Peter explains that Christ was “put to death in the flesh, 
but ... made alive in the spirit.” 

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, (1 

Peter 3:18) 

through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who 
disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the 
ark was being built. (1 Peter 3:19, 20) 

This truly was a great miracle. Jesus was alive again as a mighty spirit person! 

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are 
saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:1, 2) 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and 

then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep.

 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-6) 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 Corinthians 15:7-8) 

Jesus was the first ever to receive this glorious type of resurrection. 

 

I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? (John 3:12) 

No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven —the 
Son of Man. (John 3:13)  

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s 

one and only Son. (John 3:14-18) 

 

But he would not be the last. 

Literally is “put to 
death body, made 
alive spirit”. The 
words “in” and 
“by” are insertions 
by translators. 

This says why 
Christ was raised. 
 
Even though it 
does not say what 
he was raised as, 

the word 
“appeared” does 
suggest a spiritual, 
non-physical 
body. 

Everyone who 
believes in Jesus 
shall never perish 

but receives 

eternal life. 

This is an unsubstantiated assertion. Surely the proof 
needs to come before a conclusion is arrived at. 



“WHAT DOES THE BIBLE REALLY TEACH?” CHAPTER SEVEN 

28 

 

23 
Knowing that he would soon return to heaven, Jesus told his faithful followers that he would “prepare a 

place” for them there. 

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and 
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
… Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, 
“Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” (John 
13:33, 36)  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. (John 14:1) 

In my Father‟s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I am going there to prepare a place for you. (John 14:2) 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place 
where I am going.” (John 14:3, 4) 

“Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, „Where are 

you going?‟  

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in 
me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 

can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned. (John 16:5, 7-11) 

 

Jesus referred to those going to heaven as his “little flock.” 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 

life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothes.  

Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; 
yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!  

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you cannot do 
this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  

“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how 
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!  

And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 
For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 

need them.  

But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. (Luke 
12:22-31)

 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. (Luke 12:32) 

 

 

 

 

 

The parallel 
passage is at 
Matthew 6:25-34, 
and at verse 30, 
Jesus says of them: 

“O you of little 
faith”. 
 
This “little flock” 
had “little faith”. 
This verse says 

they were “afraid”. 

This says the disciples had already been 

given the kingdom, before any resurrection. 

The disciples were 
a small Jewish sect 
in comparison to 
the number of all 

the Jews. 
 
Jesus was not 
comparing their 
number against the 
rest of his 

followers. 

Jesus said he 

would “come” 
(erchomai) for 
them and collect 
them from the 
earth. 
 

Jesus either 
expected that they 
would still be alive 
at his erchomai, or 
that their 
resurrection would 

take place on the 
earth at the time of 

that event. 
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How many are to be in this relatively small group of faithful Christians? According to Revelation 14:1, the 
apostle John says: “I saw, and, look! the Lamb [Jesus Christ] standing upon the Mount Zion, and with him a 
hundred and forty-four thousand having his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads.” 

 

 

 

 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 

back the four winds
 
of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land 

or on the sea or on any tree.  

Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living 
God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given 
power to harm the land and the sea:  

“Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the 

foreheads of the servants of our God.”  

Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes 
of Israel.  
From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 
from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 
from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 

from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 
from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 
from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, 
from the tribe of Levi 12,000, 
from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 

from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, 
from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 
from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.  

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 

throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 

holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 
“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
(Revelation 7:1-10) 

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, 
and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father‟s name written on their 
foreheads. (Revelation 14:1) 

And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a 
loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their 
harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living 
creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who 
had been redeemed from the earth. 

These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept 

themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were 
purchased from among men

 
 and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. No 

lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.
 
(Revelation 14:2-5) 

 

 

What justification is there for making this giant leapfrog from those verses in the Gospels to 
selected passages in Revelation? 
 
The book of Revelation is composed of allusions to the Hebrew Scriptures, but not to anything 
in the Christian Scriptures. The book of Revelation was written long after those verses in the 

Gospels. 

The Lamb and the 
144,000 Jews were 
standing on Mount 
Zion, not in 
heaven. 

 
The harpists they 
heard playing were 
in heaven before 
the throne, but the 
Lamb and his 

Jewish redeemed 
followers were on 
Mount Zion 

learning the song. 

The 144,000 Jews 
were saved before 

any wind blew on 
the land, sea or 

tree. 

The 144,000 Jews 
come from these 
tribes, were male 
virgins who never 
lied and are 
completely 

blameless. 
 
They are the 
firstfruits. 

A Large 
innumerable 
Multitude were the 
ones standing 

before the throne. 
Perhaps these were 

harpists. 

To say these are 
not really 144,000 
Jews who will 
come from these 
tribes would be to 

go against the 
warning given at 
Revelation 22:19 
regarding the book 
of Revelation. 
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24 
These 144,000 Christians, including Jesus’ faithful apostles, are raised to life in heaven.  

 

 

When does their resurrection take place? The apostle Paul wrote that it would occur during the time of Christ‟s 
presence. 

 

 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. (1 Corinthians 
15:22) 

But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 
who belong to him. (1 Corinthians 15:23) 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father 
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. (1 Corinthians 15:24-26) 

 

 

 

 

As you will learn in Chapter 9, we are now living in that time. 

So those few remaining ones of the 144,000 who die in our day are instantly resurrected to life in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the passages just considered, there is no justification for saying this. 

At John 14:3, Jesus 
said he would 
come (erchomai) 
for them. This has 

not yet happened. 
 
The coming 
(parousia) at 1 
Corinthians has not 
yet happened, 

because the 
following verse 
says “then the end 

(telos)” follows. 

Another unsubstantiated assertion. 

Everyone who is in Christ is made alive. As the firstfruit, Christ was 
brought to life, to be followed at the moment of his Coming, by all 

who belong to him. Everyone, not just some of his followers. 

The word is “when” or “at”, however it is not “during”. 

This is therefore an unsubstantiated conclusion. 

Where they would be located, according to the Jews‟ cosmology at the time they wrote their Scriptures. 
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So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 

raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  

So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a 
life-giving spirit.  

The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  

The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  

As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man 

from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 

And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the 
likeness of the man from heaven.  

I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. (1 Corinthians 15:42-50) 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed 

— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1 
Corinthians 15:51-55) 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! 
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:56-
57) 

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to 

grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord‟s own word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left till the coming (parousia) of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so 
we will be with the Lord forever.  

Therefore encourage each other with these words.  

Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you 

know very well that the day of the Lord will come (erchetai) like a thief in the 
night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on 
them suddenly. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:3) 

 

The vast majority of mankind, however, have the prospect of being resurrected in the future to life in Paradise 
on earth. 

 

 

 

 

This is not related 
to the 144,000 
Jews of 
Revelation. 

 
The book of 
Revelation was 
written 30 years 
after Paul died, so 
he was not writing 

with any 
knowledge of the 
later book. 

These changes will 
take place when 

the Last Trumpet 
sounds, when the 
“Lord himself” 
comes with a “loud 
command” and the 
“voice of the 

archangel”. 
 
These events have 
not yet taken place. 

These verses are not speaking of the “vast majority” of mankind. They are speaking of 
those who aer “in Jesus Christ”. 
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Yes, Jehovah really will defeat our enemy death, and it will be gone forever! 

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in 

perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, things planned long ago.  

You have made the city a heap of rubble, the fortified town a ruin, the 
foreigners‟ stronghold a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong 
peoples will honor you; cities of ruthless nations will revere you. … 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 
peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines. On 

this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 
covers all nations; (Isaiah 25:1-3, 6, 7) 

he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the 
tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the 
earth. The LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 25:8) 

In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he 

saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his 
salvation.”  

The hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain; but Moab will be trampled 
under him as straw is trampled down in the manure. They will spread out their 
hands in it, as a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim. God will bring down 
their pride despite the cleverness of their hands. He will bring down your high 

fortified walls and lay them low; he will bring them down to the ground, to the 
very dust. (Isaiah 25:9-12) 

 

Yet, you may wonder, „What will those resurrected to heaven do there?‟ They will form part of a marvelous 
Kingdom government in heaven. We will learn more about that government in the next chapter. 

 

 

 
  

This is therefore another unsubstantiated conclusion. 
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