The method used by the Watchtower Society
to show that it was appointed in 1919 CE
Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:
Jews entered
Egypt in 607
BCE, leaving
Judah
depopulated

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

2,520 years

70 years

Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and ~100 years
Jesus some
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It begins with a dream by a Gentile monarch

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream
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It begins with a dream by a Gentile monarch

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream
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In the visions of my head while on my bed, I saw a tree in the midst
of the earth, and its height was enormous. The tree grew and became
strong, and its top reached the heavens, and it was visible to the ends
of the whole earth. Its foliage was beautiful, and its fruit was abundant,
and there was food on it for all. Beneath it the beasts of the ﬁeld would
seek shade, and on its branches the birds of the heavens would dwell,
and all creatures would feed from it. (Daniel 4:10-12, NWT, emphases
supplied)
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The Bible says the dream was about Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream
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The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar
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The Bible says the dream was about Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

The tree that you saw that grew great and became strong, whose top
reached the heavens and was visible to all the earth, which had
beautiful foliage, abundant fruit, and food for all, beneath which the
beasts of the ﬁeld would dwell and on whose branches the birds of the
heavens would reside, it is you, O king, because you have grown
great and become strong, and your grandeur has grown and reached
to the heavens, and your rulership to the ends of the earth. (Daniel
4:20-22, NWT, emphases supplied)
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The Watchtower says the fulfilment
is about God’s Kingdom
Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream
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The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom
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The Watchtower says the fulfilment
is about God’s Kingdom
Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower says that the heathen king of
Babylon who took God’s people captive, who
ended the rule of David’s throne, and who
destroyed God’s city and his temple, is the symbol
of the Kingdom of God that he suppressed.
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The Watchtower converts “7 times” to 2,520 years

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream
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The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom
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The Watchtower converts “7 times” to 2,520 years

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower uses Revelation 11 to
calculate the length of Nebuchadnezzar’s
“7 times”. It does not use the length of the
year in Nebuchadnezzar’s time. It therefore
does not use the actual length of the
fulfilment experienced by Nebuchadnezzar.
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The Watchtower starts its dates with 539 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower starts its dates with 539 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower relies on secular historians and chronologists
for the 539 BCE for the Fall of Babylon to the Persians.
However, 539 BCE is calculated from Absolute Dates and
secular chronologies that the Watchtower rejects.
This means that the Watchtower accepts 539 BCE but it does
not accept the method employed to arrive at that date.

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
© Doug Mason 2016
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Without any evidence to prove the year,
the Watchtower says that the first
returnees assembled at the site of the
destroyed Jerusalem temple in 537 BCE.

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower says that the
assembling of returnees at
the site of the temple marked
the end of the “70 Years”.

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

When 70 years have
been fulﬁlled, I will call
to account the king of
Babylon. (Jeremiah
25:11-12, NWT,
emphases supplied)
Jeremiah said Babylon
would be called to
account at the end of 70
years.
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Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower says that the
assembling of returnees at
the site of the temple marked
the end of the “70 Years”.

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

When 70 years have
been fulﬁlled, I will call
to account the king of
Babylon. (Jeremiah
25:11-12, NWT,
emphases supplied)
Jeremiah said Babylon
would be called to
account at the end of 70
years.
© Doug Mason 2016

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

They became servants to
[Nebuchadnezzar] and his sons
until the kingdom of Persia
began to reign, to fulﬁll
Jehovah’s word spoken by
Jeremiah. (2 Chr 36:20-21,
NWT, emphases supplied)
The 70 years as “servants”
ended as soon as the Persians
defeated the Babylonians.

The Watchtower says that the
assembling of returnees at
the site of the temple marked
the end of the “70 Years”.

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 537 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

When 70 years have
been fulﬁlled, I will call
to account the king of
Babylon. (Jeremiah
25:11-12, NWT,
emphases supplied)

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

They became servants to
[Nebuchadnezzar] and his sons
until the kingdom of Persia
began to reign, to fulﬁll
Jehovah’s word spoken by
Jeremiah. (2 Chr 36:20-21,
NWT, emphases supplied)
The Bible therefore says that the 70 years,
Jeremiah said Babylon
which was a period of servitude by several
would be called to
The 70 years as “servants”
nations to Babylon, ended immediately
account at the end of 70
ended as soon as the Persians
Babylon stopped ruling them in 539 BCE.
years.
defeated the Babylonians.
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The Watchtower says that the
assembling of returnees at
the site of the temple marked
the end of the “70 Years”.

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

The Bible does
not name the
month when Jews
entered Egypt.
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70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Bible:

Jerusalem
destroyed in a
5th month

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

Bible:

Gedaliah
murdered in a
7th month

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

The Bible does
not name the
month when Jews
entered Egypt.
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70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Bible:

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

Bible:

Jerusalem
destroyed in a
5th month

Gedaliah
murdered in a
7th month

The 5th month
equates to
July/Aug

The 7th month
equates to
Sept/Oct
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His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

The Bible does
not name the
month when Jews
entered Egypt.

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Bible:

Jerusalem
destroyed in a
5th month

The secular sources who provide
the Watchtower with 539 BCE use
the same method to date the
destruction of Jerusalem in 587/586
BCE (the year starts March/April).
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Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower says the “70 years” was a period
when the land of Judah was without inhabitants.
However, the Bible says the “70 years” was a
period of servitude to Babylon by several nations.

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower steps to 607 BCE

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

The Watchtower says the “70 years” was a period
when the land of Judah was without inhabitants.
However, the Bible says the “70 years” was a
period of servitude to Babylon by several nations.

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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Jeremiah said that Jehovah had
selected Nebuchadnezzar to rule
all nations. (Jeremiah 25:9; 27:6;
43:10)
Jeremiah also said all nations
were to serve Babylon for 70
years. (Jeremiah 25:11; 27:7, 11,
17; 29:4-10; etc.)
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The Watchtower ends its “2,520 years”

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:
Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

2,520 years

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The Watchtower was appointed in 1919

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:
Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated
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ended some
time in October
1914 CE

2,520 years

70 years
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appointed by
Jehovah and
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time in 1919
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How the Watchtower Society arrives at 1919

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE
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Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and
Jesus some
time in 1919
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How the Watchtower Society arrives at 1919

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE
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Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and
Jesus some
time in 1919
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How the Watchtower Society arrives at 1919

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and
Jesus some
time in 1919

No specific
dates are given.

Literal days are added
to symbolic days.
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When did the three and a half years start and end?
Oct
1914

“End of the Gentile Times”

May 7 Warrants issued for the arrest of eight members of the management and editorial staff of
1918 the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, including the president, J. F. Rutherford
June 3
Trial began
1918
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30

June 20
Jury returned a verdict of guilty
1918
July 4
Taken to prison in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.
1918
Mar 25
Released from prison on bail (exonerated later)
1919
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30
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The Watchtower June 15, 1987, pages 15 to 18, “Testing and Sifting in Modern Times”
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When did the three and a half years start and end?
Oct
1914

“End of the Gentile Times”

With Nebuchadnezzar, the Watchtower says that
“2,520 days” were symbolic of 2,520 years.

May 7 Warrants issued for the arrest of eight members of the management and editorial staff of
ButTract
withSociety,
Rutherford,
including the
the president,
Watchtower
J. F. Rutherford
does not say
1918 the Watch Tower Bible and
June 3
Trial began
1918
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30

that “1,260 days” means 1,260 years.

The Watchtower cannot identify a period of 1,260
that corresponds precisely with Rutherford’s
20
experiences.
Jury returned a verdict of guilty

June
1918

July 4
Taken to prison in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.
1918
Mar 25
Released from prison on bail (exonerated later)
1919
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30
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The Watchtower June 15, 1987, pages 15 to 18, “Testing and Sifting in Modern Times”
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When did the three and a half years start and end?
Oct
1914

“End of the Gentile Times”

May 7 Warrants issued for the arrest of eight members of the management and editorial staff of
1918 the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, including the president, J. F. Rutherford
June 3
Trial began
1918
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30

June 20
Jury returned a verdict of guilty
1918
July 4
1918
Mar 25
1919
The Watchtower November 15, 2014 page 30
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With Nebuchadnezzar, the Watchtower says that
“2,520 days” were symbolic of 2,520 years.
Taken to prison in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.
But with Rutherford, “symbolic three and a half
days” – a “shorter period” – the Watchtower says
Released from prison on bail (exonerated later)
does not mean “three and a half years”.
The Watchtower June 15, 1987, pages 15 to 18, “Testing and Sifting in Modern Times”
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Not selected for because they taught the truth
After being enthroned in 1914, Jesus came with his Father to inspect the
spiritual temple—the arrangement for pure worship. As a result of that
inspection, the King saw that anointed Christians, “the sons of Levi,”
needed some refining and cleansing. (Mal. 3:1-3)
From 1914 to early 1919, the Refiner, Jehovah, allowed his people to go
through various trials and hardships that served to refine and cleanse
them. …

Was that the end of the reﬁning and cleansing for God’s people? No. …
They needed some further cleansing spiritually.
(“God’s Kingdom Rules!” 2014, pages 100)

The process of refining and cleansing would continue, and … the testing
and sifting has continued to our day. … From 1919 to the present a
veritable flood of newly understood truths has flowed. …
(The Watchtower, June 15, 1987, pages 17, 19)
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1919 is a memorial to Joseph Rutherford
"1919" is about the man, Joseph Franklin Rutherford, not about what was being taught at
the time.

Following Russell’s death in 1916, Rutherford forcibly took control of the organization away
from Russell's nominated heirs.
In the following decades, Rutherford totally changed the organization and its teachings,
setting in place the Society’s present operation and direction. Rutherford dropped virtually
everything that Russell believed and he introduced ideas that Russell had never imagined.
There is little wonder that the present organisation sees Rutherford as the one whom
Jehovah and Jesus appointed, even if they are unable to locate in Scripture or in the
Society’s records when, where, or how this appointment took place.
The Watchtower Society is decidedly vague over this foundational event other than to say
it happened.
Having venerated Rutherford, each subsequent generation of the Governing Body of
Jehovah’s Witnesses demands the same veneration for themselves. They claim to have
inherited Rutherford’s supposed appointment.
© Doug Mason 2016
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The Watchtower was appointed in 1919

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

2,520 years

Watchtower:

Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and
Jesus some
time in 1919

The organization and
its message bears no
resemblance to the
organization that was
selected and appointed
by Jehovah and Jesus
Christ in 1919.

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The appointment is passed down to succeeding generations

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:
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2,520 years
“low state” of
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Watchtower:
Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

2,520 years

70 years

Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and ~100 years
Jesus some
time in 1919

Appointment is
passed on to
succeeding
generations

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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The appointment is passed down to succeeding generations
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Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and ~100 years
Jesus some
time in 1919

Appointment is
passed on to
succeeding
generations

Its ability to continually change
“the Truth” means that “truth”
does not matter. What was once
error becomes truth until it again
becomes error.
Loyalty and obedience to the
organization’s leadership is
demanded, regardless of what it
currently declares as being true.
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The appointment is passed down to succeeding generations

Nebuchadnezzar
has a dream

The dream is
fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar

Watchtower:

Nebuchadnezzar
symbolized
God’s Kingdom

His “7 times”
symbolized
2,520 years
“low state” of
God’s Kingdom

Watchtower:
Jews entered
Egypt in 7th
month 607 BCE
leaving Judah
depopulated

2,520 years
ended some
time in October
1914 CE

2,520 years

70 years

Watchtower:
Returnees

assembled at
temple site in
537 BCE

Rutherford
appointed by
Jehovah and ~100 years
Jesus some
time in 1919

Appointment is
passed on to
succeeding
generations

The religious authority ascribed
to Rutherford is handed down
to following generations of the
Governing Body in the fashion
of an “Apostolic Succession”.

Babylon fell in
539 BCE
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