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Then, when true worship was restored in
1919 and the New World society came into
existence, the call still continued to those
who would make up the Kingdom company
of joint heirs with Christ. Although Jeho-
vah had come to his temple in 1918 and
had begun judgment of this anointed class,
still others must be brought in, because
some were found unworthy and they must
be replaced. The evidences show that this
continued until especially 1931, when there
began a work of gathering those recog-
nized as “other sheep” of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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The Watch Tower had published the view
that another group would yet finally come
in God’s favor who would also be blessed
with spirit life in heaven but on a second-
ary plane to that of the joint heirs of
Christ. These, it was claimed, would form
the “great multitude” spoken of in Revela-
tion 7:9, 4V, Now at the 1935 convention
in Washington, D.C., to which the “Jona-
dabs"” had specially been invited in the
Watchtower notice, Scriptural evidence
was produced to prove conclusively that the
ereat multitude of Revelation 7:9 was iden-
tical with the Jonadab class or the sheep
class of Matthew 25:51-46. It had been rec-
ognized as early as 1923 that these sheep
were an earthly group who appear in the
world's “time of the end,” and in 1932 that
this class of sheep had been preficured
in the prophetic drama of Jehu and Jona-
dab, wherein King Jehu pictured Christ
Jesus and the remnant of his spiritual
brothers, whereas Johadab represented the
class of persons of good will associated with
Christ in his destruction of apostate reli-
gion and who were destined to live on earth
after Armageddon. This made it quite clear
that the great multitude of Revelation 7:9
could not be a secondary spiritual class at
all, but was the “other sheep” of this “time

of the qu
o

q W 1935, pp. 227-236, 243-252:
Vindication, Book Three (1932), pp. 77-80;
W 1942, p. 374,

These footnote
references are
reproduced on
following pages
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For 1900 years the Christian congrega-
tion had specialized on its heavenly hope.
True, the public speaking campaigns and
the Photo-Drama of Creation had done
much to arouse interest in God's purpose
to restore peaceful conditions to men on
the earth, and the campaign *Millions Now
Living Wiil Never Die” from 1918 to 1921
was a step in the direction of reaching this
class destined one day to populate the
earth. But a gathering of them was not
stressed. For that reason The Watch Tower
continued to provide spiritual food de-
signed particularly for the remnant., But
now, from 1935 forward, a change began
to take place. Not only must the spiritual
food provided for God's people be directed
to these spirit-begotten ones but it must
also now supply nourishment fit to
strengthen those whose Scriptural hopes
were entirely earthly. No longer were the
remnant going into the field locking for
just the scattered sheep of Jehovah’s
anointed ones. Now these ministers must
begin to look for the “other sheep.” They
miuist prepare for bringing to Christ’s fold
the many “other sheep” eagerly seeking
the divine will and ready to perform what-
ever was given them to do.

This proved to be a real test to some of
those who claimed to be of the anointed
remnant. More interested in themselves
and their own salvation than they were in
the outworking of God's purposes, they
rebelled at this new responsibility placed
upon them and some fell by the wavside,
as some of the “elective elders” had done.
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into the ranks of Jehovah's witnesses a
completely theocratic arrangement, the
structure of the organization was relative-
ly simple. You remember the organization
had been designed and had developed pri-
marily to accommodate the work of gath-
ering and feeding the anointed remmnant.
But after 1931 and particularly since 1935
the anointed recognized a need to lock for
the “‘other sheep” and prepare for a real
increase. The beginning of this intensified
campaign brought to light many signifi-
cant factors regarding the organization
and the work itself. Basically the features
of the preaching service were all begun
when Pastor Russell was administering the
affairs of the Society, but now, with chang-
ing conditions internally and externally,
various developments in the technigues
were necessary.
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THE GREAT MULTITUDE

FPART 1

“After thiv I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of oll nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, slood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and

poelms in their honds;: . What are these

tures when it pleases him. ‘‘Purpose is established
by counsel.’" (Prov. 20:18) Jehovah is his own
eounselor, and his will iz his purpese. *“Who hath
directed the spirit of the Lord, or being his counselor
hath taught him?"’ (Isa. 40:13) No one. *“With
whom took he eounsel, and who instrueted him, and
taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understand.
ing?"’ No one. (Verse 14) **God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all.’’ (1 John 1:5) His secrets,
however, are dark to all until his time to reveal them,
"He made darkness his seeret place; his pavilion
round about him were dark waters and thick clouds
of the skies.’” (Ps. 18:11) He that is perfect in wis-
dom knew the end from the beginning, and his purpose
is to do according to his will, and this is especially
true with reference to all who shall be members of
his organization. {Acts 15;18) Nothing can possibly
interfere with the accomplishment of his purpose.
““For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall
disannul it? and his hand is stretehed out, and who
shall turn it back !’ (Isa, 14:27) Says Jehovah: ‘I
have purposed it, I will also do it.”"—Tsa. 46: 11,
*Tn his own due time God reveals his secrets ae-
cording to his pleasure. ‘‘He revealeth the deep and
secret things; he knoweth what is in the darkness,
and the light dwelleth with him.”’ (Dan. 2:22) He
has a fixed time to aceomplish and to make known hia
purpose. ‘“To every thing there is a season, and a
time to every purpose under the heaven. I said in
mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the
wicked : for there is a time there for every purpose,
and for every work.'” (Eecl. 3: 1, 17) Neither men nor
angels are permitied to know Jehovah's seerets until
his due time, (1 Pet. 1:10-12) He does not reveal
his seerets to his enemies or rebellions onez. “‘For
the froward is abomination to the Lovrd; but his seeret
is with the righteous.’' (Prov. 3:32) “‘The seecrct of
the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will shew
them his eovenant.’’ (Ps. 25:14) No wonder it is
written in the Word of God that ‘the wisdom of man

JEHD‘FAH makes known his purpose to hiz erea-

e « « P and whence came they?’—Rev, 7: 0, 13,

iz foolishness in the sight of God'. (1 Cor. 1:20)
Men who are wise in their own conceits seek in vain
to understand the seerets of the Most High, It is those
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and who devote
themselves wholly to Jehovah God and serve him to
whom he reveals his scerets, and to them only in his
due time. When we get these principles or fixed rules
of Jehovah thoroughly in mind we are better enabled
to understand and appreciate the truths of God's
Word. The rules of Jehovah never change; therefore
it iz important for us to have an understanding of his
fixed rules to guide us in the examination of his
Word,

® Frequently the expression is used, **God will over-
rule it""; meaning that one has taken an undesirable
course and that God will abrogate his rule with refer-
ence to the same, The English word overrule means
““to determine or rule in a eontrary way; to abrogate
a rule’’, The word overrule does not appear in the
Bible, and, we knowing that God is unchangeable, and
that his law changes not, the word cverrule does not
properly apply. This is often confused with a state-
ment of the apostle Paul, to wit: ** And we know that
all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the ealled according to his pur-
pose.”” (Rom. 8:28) To those who are ealled accord-
ing to God’s purpose, and who love him, he makeg
all things to work to their good; but it must be remem-
bered that the conditions precedent must first obtain,
that is, one must love (God and must be one who is
ealled according to his purpose. When one discovers
that he has taken a wrongful conrse, the only thing
to do iz to reverse his course of aetion, take the right
way, ask the forgiveness of the Lord, and then dili-
gently strive to do God’s will. Jehovah does not make
different rules for different ereatures; his rules are
fixed and his ereatures must meet the requirements
in order to receive his approval. Most assuredly God
forgives those who seek forgiveness in his appointed
way, but this should not be confused with the expres-
sion overrule.
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*To the apostles of Jesus Christ God made known
many of his seerct things and inspired them to write
or record the same. In this the apostle Paul was es-
pecially favored of the Lord, and his prayer for his
brethren was that they might apply themselves to the
gaining of & kmowledge of the purpose of Jehovah
and that they might be filled with wisdom and spirit-
ual understanding. (Col. 1:9) But since the days of the
apostles and until the coming of the Lord Jesus to the
temple of Jehovah it has pleased God to keep seerct
many things pertaining to his purpose, For fiftcen
centuries the professed followers of Christ Jesus have
without exception taught that the chief purpose of
Jehovah is to save men and take some of them to
heaven and to torment or destroy all the others.
Within that period of time even the most devout fol-
lowers of Christ Jesus have believed and held that
God's ehief purpose toward the human raee iz to save
souls., Even during the Elijah period of the church
the faithful followers of Christ Jesus in all good con-
science believed and taught that God's ehief purpose
is to select 144,000 from the human race and to make
them members of his royal temple and assistant rulers
of the world and that he will also seleet an innumer-
able multitude from amongst men and make them serv-
aots to the royal house, and that later all the obedi-
ent of the human race would receive *‘restitution®’
blessings. Jehovah's chief purpose was not seen and
appreciated by the modern-day followers of Christ
Jesus until after the coming of the Lord to the temple.
When the faithful ones were gathered to the temple,
being born of God’s woman and being the sons of God,
they have sinece been taught by Jehovah, through
Christ Jesus the Head of the temple company. (Isa.
54:13; 30:20) Among the Seriptures that could not
be understood until after the coming of the Lord to
the temple is that of Revelation concerning the ““great
multitude’”.

8 The theory and understanding concerning the
“‘great multitude’’ held for many years, and still held
by many, is in substance this: That the ‘‘great mul-
titude’’ are a elass of persons conseerated to God and
begotten by God's spirit, and henee are the sons of God
and & part of the chureh; that these have not faith-
folly performed their covenant, but have been negli-
gent and have failed to obey God's commandments;
that they have remained in the ehureh denomination-
al systems and have had no part in making known the
kingdom of God; that althouzh they have not faithful-
Iy performed their eovenant to the best of their ability,
but because they have not been entirely unfaithful to
God, it is said that they must go through great tribu-
lation which is provided for their testing, and that
ultimately Jehovah will take them to heaven and give
them a place as servants before the throne. There are
to this day those who have been “elective elders” in
the company of the Lord's people, and thosze in the
company who have continued to hold to such “‘clective
clders', that think that active servies in bearing tes-
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timony to the name of Jehovah and to his kingdom is
not at all necessary, Their conclusion is that, if one
loves God (according to their own definition of
“love'), and is sincere, such is sufficient to guaran-
tee his salvation and to assure him some place in heav-
en; and that, if he does not become a member of the
“little flock™’, God will give him a place in the *' great
multitude’; and that he will then be for ever in heay-
en in ease and comfort,

® Do such conelusions appear to be reasonable and
supported by the Word of God? The reasonable rule
must be applied, beeause with Jehovah there i3 noth-
ing unreasonable. (Isa. 1:18) Now we see that Jeho-
vah's chief purpose is the vindication of his name;
that men who maintain their inteerity toward Jehovah
are the ones who have any part in the vindication of
Jehovah’s name; that God has taken out from amongst
men a people for his name and whom he permits to
bear witness of and eoncerning himself and his king-
dom to others, and that these, in order to be approved,
must faithfully maintain their integrity toward God.
In view of thess indisputable truths, is it reasonable
that God would have another spiritual class in heaven
made up of those whom he has taken out of the human
race and who have agreed to do his will but who, be-
couse of fear of men or the Devil's erowd, have com-
promised with Satan’s organization and been, at least
to a larpe degree, unfaithful unto the Lord and yet
the Lord would give them a place in his heavenly or-
ganization? These questions must be considered in
the light of the inspired words of the apostle, to wit:
“There is one body, and one spirit, even as ve are ealled
in one hope of your ealling; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all.”"—Eph. 4: 4-6.

¥ The Seriptures diselose that (Qod has ealled a class
of persons and set before them the hope of being par-
takers with Christ in his suffering, and in his joy as-.
soclated with him in his royal organization, (Eph. 1:
18; Col 1:5; Titus 1:2; Heh. 6: 11, 18; 1 Pet. 3:15;
1 John 3:3) For many years we have been taught,
and believed, that aside from the hope of membership
in the body of Christ there is a secondary hope, or a
“ponsolation hope’’, which is held out to the *‘great
multitude’” beeause they have not been wholly faith-
ful, and that the great multitude, as well as the little
flock, will finally experience a full realization of their
hope in heaven. But considering the Seriptures bear-
ing upon the grest multitude, some pertinent ques-
tions are here propounded for eonsideration, and the
proper consideration of such guestions may enable us
to get out of mind some of the things that are ineon-
gsistent, and which we have long held, The questions
follow :

¥ Ars the great multitude, mentioned in Revelation
seven, a spirit-begotten elass, and will they ultimately
attain perfection a3 spirit ereaturesi and will they
have & place in heaven as servants of the royval house!

" What seripture expresses Jehovah's purpose to






